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Last week we covered some “problem solvers” 
as it relates to spirituality and the Bible and how 
they intersect with psychology and emotions.

1. Spiritual fellowship with God requires 
honesty with God; admitting our sins, naming 
them to him. This is how we “walk in the light as 
he is in the light”. 1 John 1: 5-10
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2. The Spirit-filled life necessitates that God’s 
Word be more than academic knowledge rather, 
that it become believed truth (epignosis, the 
source of spiritual wisdom and understanding). 
Hebrews 4:2-3

3. A Life Oriented to Bible Doctrine or A Willing 
Development of a Divine Viewpoint of Life
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This is where we stopped and so we continue 
here. This last of the 3 major problem solvers in 
the spiritual life is the biggest challenge to the 
believer. 

It is the pivot point of maturing in Christ

Every human being has a viewpoint of life. It is 
developed via input from home life and beyond. 
Ultimately, our viewpoint of life influences our 
psychological make-up.
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All viewpoints outside of Scripture are either in 
part or whole, human viewpoint. Only Bible 
doctrine, God’s Word, contains 100% Divine 
Viewpoint.

The more of God’s Word you perceive, 
understand and believe with application in your 
life, the more you develop Divine Viewpoint in 
your soul.
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The more of God’s Word you perceive, 
understand and believe with application in your 
life, the more you develop Divine Viewpoint in 
your soul.

You progress from believing and applying single 
verses, as you rest in God’s Word, to an all-
encompassing application of multiple Bible 
concepts, resulting in spiritually instinctive 
wisdom.

Don’t kid yourself, the believer is subject to 
being tossed back and forth in his/her mind 
when he/she devotes his/her life to favoring 
human viewpoint over Divine Viewpoint.
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Ephesians 4: 11-14 - 11 And He gave some as
apostles, and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work 
of service, to the building up of the body of 
Christ; 

13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
mature man, to the measure of the stature 
which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 14 As a 
result, we are no longer to be children, tossed 
here and there by waves and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, 
by craftiness in deceitful scheming
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James 1: 5-8

5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who gives to all generously and without 
reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But he 
must ask in faith without any doubting, for the 
one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, 
driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that man 
ought not to expect that he will receive anything 
from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, 
unstable in all his ways.

The ideas, values and priorities of the world will 
vex the Christian when he or she permits them 
to press upon their life and invade their 
mentality.
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Again, this does not mean every thought of 
various philosophies are all bad, some are 
actually born out of facets of Christian thought 
but almost always end up giving way to 
humanism to one degree or another but most 
importantly, only the Scriptures are pure.

Qualifier – While Scripture is the pure mind of 
God, we must always note, not every teacher of 
the Bible communicates perfect truth, even the 
best teacher has areas which need 
improvement so we distinguish between 
healthy teachers and those offering impotent 
and worse, errant or heretical teachings.
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So as our mind goes and how our psychology 
intersects with our spirituality, let’s handle a 
well know passage in Scripture and then a few 
videos for discussion…

Matthew 6: 25-34

25 “For this reason I say to you, do not be worried 
about your life, as to what you will eat or what you 
will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put 
on. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? 26 “Look at the birds of the air, that 
they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not worth much more than they? 27 “And who of 
you by being worried can add a single hour to his 
life? 



12/11/2018

11

28 “And why are you worried about clothing? 
Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not 
toil nor do they spin, 29 yet I say to you that not 
even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one 
of these. 30 “But if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown 
into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? 
You of little faith! 31 “Do not worry then, saying, 
‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or 
‘What will we wear for clothing?’

32 “For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these 
things; for your heavenly Father knows that 
you need all these things. 33 “But seek first 
His kingdom and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you.

34 “So do not worry about tomorrow; for 
tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own.
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Human Viewpoint/World Philosophy- The 
Gentiles (ἔθνη/ethnē, nations) seek after these 
things

Human Viewpoint/World Philosophy- The 
Gentiles (ἔθνη/ethnē, nations) seek after these 
things

Divine Viewpoint – Do not worry…your Father 
knows you have need of these things
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Human Viewpoint/World Philosophy- The 
Gentiles (ἔθνη/ethnē, nations) seek after these 
things

Divine Viewpoint – Do not worry…your Father 
knows you have need of these things

Life Orientation to Divine Viewpoint – seek first 
the kingdom of God and all these things will be 
added

Also notice it says that you there are enough 
troubles for each day. That makes it clear that 
the idea that there will be no troubles is foreign 
to the Christian life. There will be.
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Our directive is to be oriented to Divine 
Viewpoint which only comes through regularly 
being taught God’s Word, perceiving it and then 
applying it which means occupying our minds 
with it, often, as to how and where to apply it.

Side note also – Narcissistic Personality Disorder

Is this a psychological problem or
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Mental Attitude Sin(s)?

Since sin begins with thought (or 
thoughtlessness, i.e., the decision not to think) 
mental attitude sins and our psychology are 
related.
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Arrogance, pride, bitterness and pettiness and 
so forth often produce a pathology, that for the 
Christian, is remedied with true examination 
and confession and a yielding to the mind of 
Christ, trusting in God’s promises and not our 
own way.

BTW, don’t think that some people, including 
Christians, don’t enjoy being bitter, angry, 
hostile, contrary, petty and gossipy and 
slanderous or the super-passive aggressive 
mentality of self-righteous in an habitual 
manner.
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They love to stew because it, in a distorted 
sense, gives one a sense of empowerment in 
one’s mind. These kinds of mentality give 
opportunity to condemn others while soothing 
ourselves and keeping open our real or 
perceived wounds in a perpetual manner in with 
this mindset for the Christian, while there is a 
psychological disruption and some counseling 
may help, psychologically, there is a deeper, 
spiritual problem.

First video:

Charles Stanley talking about the long-term 
effects of things which influence our mind.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bLgDoFkd
qo

Start 15:00 min -20:20 min
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The development of:

Sin Patterns in our Personality 

There is a great deal you control in your thought 
life. Do not begin with excuse making, 
helplessness or any other outsourcing for 
responsibility.
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• Thought Action

• Thought Action

• Action Habit
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• Thought Action

• Action Habit

• Habit Character

• Thought Action

• Action Habit

• Habit Character

• Character Destiny
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Our 2nd video is a prime example of just what 
Charles Stanley and frankly, what we have been 
studying with regard to the development of our 
psychology which, when unchecked via its input, 
results in self-induced pathologies.

Interview with Australian television start of the 
70’s-80’s, Susan Hannaford from the show, The 
Sullivans.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3j3piUx3es
g

00:00 begin – 5:17 min

14:52 min – 24:24
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Question

Suppose tomorrow Ms. Hannaford 
(let’s assume for the moment she is 
not a believer) believes on Christ as 
her Savior, consequently, she is born 
again and of course, the Holy Spirit 

comes to live with in her. How will her 
life long pathological development 

effect her spiritual growth?
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End Session


