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What is psychology?

Merriam Webster defines it as:

The science of mind and behavior;

The study of mind and behavior in relation to a 
particular field of knowledge

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/psychology
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Gregg Henriques Ph.D., writing for the 
Psychology Today blog states:

Gregg Henriques Ph.D., writing for the 
Psychology Today blog states:

Psychology is the science of mental behavior and 
the human mind, and the professional 
application of such knowledge toward the 
greater good.

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/theory-
knowledge/201112/psychology-defined



9/23/2018

4

What are emotions?

For this class we use the following working 
definition for emotions:

The human physiological response involving 
both somatic (body) and cognitive (mind) input 
which permits a person to experience pleasure, 
appreciation, sadness and fear and so on, 
beyond the academic apprehension facts  or 
physical sensations alone.
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What is spirituality, more specifically, biblical 
spirituality.
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The Bible is very specific about spirituality with 
respect to the Christian and his or her spiritual 
state. 

Thus, when we refer to spirituality we will do so 
in the framework of divine viewpoint, i.e., the 
mind of Christ (Phil. 2:5, John 15:7) and not 
human viewpoint (Rom 8:6-11, 1 Cor. 2:12-13)

1 Cor. 2:12-13

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that 
we may know the things freely given to us by 
God, 13 which things we also speak, not in 
words taught by human wisdom, but in those 
taught by the Spirit, combining 
spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.
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Today we move on from our introduction into 
the first category, psychology, and will learn 
about organic brain disorders and/or organic 
mental disorders.

As we will hear in our video presentation today, 
Dr. Robert Carson (1930-2006)  defined an 
organic brain/mental disorder as follows (a 
definition with little variation since this program 
aired, parenthesis mine):
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A mental or behavioral aberration in which 
there is accompanying evidence of structural or 
functional physical impairment of the brain, of 
the brain’s hardware (organic), and where this 
physical impairment is assumed to be causal of 
the behavioral output.

Question:
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Question:

Why does the doctor use the word “assumed” in 
regards to assigning behavioral output in these 

instances to organic brain/mental disorders?

He does so because no medical professional can 
be absolutely certain, always, particularly with 
neuroscience and behavioral psychology and we 
will here, somewhat early on in the video 
presentation an important observation by 
another professional which underscores this.
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At the 12 minute mark, an important 
qualification regarding depression and organic 
brain disorders, is made by Dennie C. Russo, 
Ph.D.

One may be inclined to believe that any person 
with an organic brain/mental disorder who also 
experiences depression does so as attributable 
to the organic brain issue.

Dr. Russo, however, makes in clear that this is 
not always the case. He states:

Depression can be caused by many things. It can 
be caused by many things in a non-head injured 
individual…similarly in brain injury, we find that 
depression can be a secondary outcome of the 
brain injury itself.
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As clients emerge, as they learn, as they become 
more oriented, many become depressed because 
they realize that they are never going to be the 
same as they were.

Finally, before our video which will be the most 
academic of all, next week we will enter into 
inorganic (software, thinking) brain disorders 
which will provide some stimulating material 
from a Psychologists on various behavioral 
issues that you will not want to miss in the 
coming weeks.
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Organic Mental Disorders

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCQjAMd
W2po

End Session
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