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Previously... 

•Groundwork for Christian 

Character 

– Cultivating Goodness 

(Excellence) 

– Cultivating Knowledge 
 



Previously... 

•Backbone of Christian 

Character 

– Cultivating Self-control 

– Cultivating Endurance 

– Cultivating Godliness 



Previously... 

•Trademark of Christian 

Character 

– Cultivating Brotherly Kindness 

– Cultivating Love 

•  Power to love the unlovable 

•  God’s mission is our mission 



Last Week - Integrating it All 

•So what?  To what end? 

•Cultivating these 7 virtues 

help us build core values 

•These core values lead to an 

integrated Christian 

character 



Last Week – Integrating it All 

•The 3 Core Values of 

Christian Character 

– Commitment 

– Courage 

– Compassion 



Last Week - Integrating it All 

• To truly cultivate an integrated Christian 
Character… 

• Cultivate the 7 essential virtues, apply 
them 
–  Develop our core values of Christian 

character 

• Bring these core Christian values 
together, we integrate them, we 
cultivate/nurture our complete Christian 
character 



Last Week - Integrating it All 

•Core Value – Commitment 

•Commitment to Christ is the 
foundation to Christian 
character 

•Arête (excellence) and 
knowledge are the virtues that 
drive our commitment to 
Christ 



Last Week - Integrating it All 

•What is Commitment? 

•Putting Jesus Christ at the 

center of your life 

•This is NOT EASY – we 

want the world to revolve 

around us 



Last Week - Integrating it All 

•But as we cultivate arête, 

and cultivate knowledge, 

ultimately we can… 

•Acknowledge the centrality 

of Jesus in ALL things  

– (and then live like it!) 



This Week… 

Integrity—Putting it All Together 

3 Core Values 

 

The Core Value of Courage for 

Christ  



Loving God with my Whole Heart Loving Others as Myself 

  The Groundwork for Christlike Character (v. 5) The Backbone of Christlike Character (v. 6) The Trademark of Christlike Character (v. 7) 

      

Saving  
FAITH SELF-CONTROL BROTHERLY KINDNESS 

Being a "partaker of the divine nature" through 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ 

Cultivating a God-empowered mastery of my 
internal desires 

Cultivating a God-engendered affection for 
and service to those in the "household of 
faith" 
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Cultivating a God-mandated purpose to 
develop and display the excellencies 
(character) of Jesus Christ 

Cultivating a God-sustained faithfulness under 
external pressure 

Cultivating a God-imitating mindset that 
scripturally and sacrificially meets the 
spiritual needs of others 

      

KNOWLEDGE GODLINESS   
Cultivating a God-taught understanding of the 
person, the work, and the ways of Jesus Christ 

Cultivating a God-honoring devotion to Jesus 
Christ that promises righteousness and 
opposes evil 

  

      

  COMMITMENT to Christ COURAGE  for Christ COMPASSION like Christ 
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These traits produce a whole-hearted disciple 
who chooses the appeals and ideals of Christ 
and rejects the appeals and ideals of the world 

These traits produce a brave-hearted disciple 
who advances Christ and His ways and 
opposes evil in himself and others regardless 
of risk to himself 

These traits produce a tender-hearted 
disciple-maker who seeks the lost and who by 
his example and effort disciples others to live 
a Christ-centered life 



 

 

VIDEO  



Integrating it All 

•Core Value – Courage 

•What do you think of when 
you think of courage? 

•Merriam-Webster 
– The mental and/or moral 
strength to venture (try), 
persevere, and withstand 
danger, fear, or difficulty 



Integrating it All 

•Comes from the Latin 

“animus” which means 

“heart,” or the “soul” 

•Makes sense – bravery, 

moral strength – we say all  

that comes from the heart 



Integrating it All 

•All good – but even the secular 
world recognizes and lauds the 
courage as just defined 

•We’re talking about courage 
for Christ, a courage that helps 
mold our mature Christian 
character 

•What is biblical courage? 



Integrating it All 

• Berg:  Biblical courage advances 
Christ and His ways and opposes 
evil in oneself and others regardless 
of personal risk 

• Produced by the virtues of self-
control, endurance, and godliness 

• Berg calls it “…nothing more 
than a grown up commitment to 
Christ” 



Integrating it All 

•To me, biblical courage 

means putting your 

commitment to Christ into 

practice 

•Easier said than done… 

•So how do we do this? 



Integrating it All 

• Let’s go back… 

– Self-control 

– Endurance 

– Godliness 

•All about focusing your sinful 
self on Christ, His ways, and 
His defense and not the world 



Integrating it All 

•Worldliness makes cowards of 
us all by destroying our 
commitment to Christ 

• There are believers who have a 
degree of commitment to 
Christ who never mature 
because they fail to cultivate 
the backbone virtues 



Integrating it All 

•Thing is, when you fail to 

cultivate the backbone 

virtues, you are at risk of 

having your commitment 

chipped away 

•Nothing to defend it with 



Integrating it All 

•Worldliness, what we called 

Satan’s virtues earlier, seeks 

to hinder your ability to 

develop a mature Christian 

character by cutting it off at 

the knees 



Integrating it All 

• Worldliness destroys courage for 
Christ by mocking self-control 
– “If it feels good, do it!” 

– “Resist authority!” 

– “Be your own person…” 

• If you can’t say no to your internal 
desires (natural or created) or self 
interests you’ll remain a coward for 
Christ 



Integrating it All 

• Worldliness destroys courage for Christ 
by ridiculing endurance 
–  “Stop fighting it, it’s a different world 

now…” 

–  “This is too hard, why you keep trying? 
Just give in…” 

–  “Everyone else is doing it, you need to 
conform to the current norms…” 

• If you can’t remain constant under 
external pressure and stay the course for 
Christ, you’ll remain a coward for Christ 



Integrating it All 

• Worldliness destroys courage for Christ by 
belittling godliness 
–  “ooh, Mr High and Mighty, you need to 

conform…” 

–  “Look at Mr Christian, too good to join in our 
fun…” 

–  “You think you're so much better than us…” 

• If you can’t remain devoted, disciplined, and  
dutiful for Christ in the face of ridicule, scorn, 
and active opposition, you’ll remain a coward 
for Christ 



Integrating it All 

•So how do you develop 

courage for Christ? 

•Realize first that God is the 

source of help to do it 

•Cultivate self-control, 

endurance, and godliness 



Integrating it All 

•Practice, practice, practice! 

– You’re ability to do the right 
thing no matter what is 
developed when you practice 
doing the right thing! 

•Don’t run from tough 
challenges, face them  



Integrating it All 

•Reconcile and repair 

relationships 

•Risk failure in an effort to 

bring God glory 

• Speak up! 

•Give honest feedback 



Integrating it All 

•Don’t tolerate ungodly 

practices (gossip, backbiting, 

dishonesty, grumbling)  

•Don’t conform or compromise 

because you’re uncomfortable 

– stand out! Be different! 



Integrating it All 

• I know, easy to say… 

•But if we want to cultivate that 
integrated, mature Christian 
character, 

•Committed, courageous, godly 
living must become our way of 
life! 



Next Week… 

Integrity—Putting it All Together 

The Core Value of Compassion 

Like Christ  


