
Overview of the Books of the Prophets

OT PROPHET CONTEXT PURPOSE*
ORDER Pre-exhillic

6 Joel Dating of Joel is uncertain. Favor an earlier date because of his 
mention of Jehoshaphat and temple practices. Prophecies plague 
of locusts as judgment. Assyrian and Babylonian armies? Or a picture 
of the judgment day?

To call for fasting and repentance before the day of the Lord, 
depicted by a plague of locusts and a coming battle.

873 848

7 Amos Amos comes from the Southern kingdom (Tekoa) to preach to the 
Northern kingdom. He preaches repentance and precedes the fall 
to the Assyrians by a few decades.

To warn Israel and Judah that God would punish them for 
injustice and for idolatry, though a remnant would be saved.

792 740

9 Jonah Jonah went to Nineveh (part of the Assyrian Empire) and prophesied 
called a wicked people to repent. They repented and God saved 
them from destruction.

To describe God’s mercy toward the people of Nineveh and 
toward all who repent.

790 790

10 Micah Micah prophesied at the same time as Isaiah. He warned the 
Israelites, both North and South. He also prophesied a ruler from 
Bethlehem is "from old." Micah 5:2

To indict the shepherds of Israel and Judah for exploiting and 
misleading the people and to prophesy the Lord’s work as a 
shepherd for the remnant.

750 686

1 Isaiah Isaiah lived to see the fall of the Northern kindom and prophesied 
the fall of the Southern kingdom. He also prophesied the messiah.

To comfort God’s people with the good news of Zion’s 
redemption.

740 681

5 Hosea Hosea writes to the Northern kingdom amid their idolatry and lavish 
living. They are not putting God first.

Hosea reminds Israel of the Lord’s loving faithfulness and calls 
them away from unfaithfulness to a new life.

740 715

11 Nahum Nahum prophesied after the Northern kingdom had fallen to Assyria. 
He prophesied the judgment of Assyria by Babylon.

To Lord fights for those who take refuge in Him. 663 612

13 Zephaniah Zephaniah calls on Judah to repent and warns of God's judgment 
on the unrepentant. He points to the great day of the Lord.

Zephaniah announces God’s wrath against the nations as a 
warning for Judah, whom he calls to repent.

640 609

12 Habbakuk Habbakuk prophesied to Judah that the Chaldeans (Babylonians) 
would be God's instrument of judment on the Assyrians.

The Lord shows that He works even through evil nations such 
as Babylon to accomplish His good purposes.

605 605
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During the Exile of Judah

2 Jeremiah Jeremiah saw the destruction of the temple and of Jerusalem. He 
provides an extremely stern rebuke, a call to repentance. Yet in  the 
midst of it (Chs. 30-33), he offers comfort. Jeremiah also wrote 
Lamentations.

To call Judah to repentance, announce the Babylonian exile, 
and prophesy the new covenant.

628 580

4 Daniel Daniel was exiled to Babylon in the first wave of exiles. He was 
prominent among men and faithful to God. He lived faithfully in exile 
and was pivotal in the Persian empire.

To comfort the people of God by demonstrating that the 
Most High God rules over the kingdom of men.

605 536

3 Ezekiel Ezekiel explains why God's glory departed the temple and 
prophesies His return. He lived prior to the fall of Judah and during 
the exile.

To explain why God’s glory departed from Israel and how His 
glory would return.

593 570

8 Obadiah Obadiah prophesied in the early part of the exile of Judah. He 
prophesied the restoration of God's people, not just to Jerusalem but 
to the ends of the earth.

To decry the abuses of Edom against fugitives from Judah 
and to announce the restoration of God’s people.

587 553

Post-exhillic
14 Haggai Haggai prophesied to the exiles who had returned to Jerusalem. He 

calls them to reubild the temple and to prioritize it over their own 
homes.

The exiles must rebuild the Jerusalem temple rather than 
focus on their own prosperity.

520 520

15 Zechariah Zechariah helped with the temple rebuilding. He also prophesied 
about the coming Messiah who would ride into Jerusalem on a 
donkey (9:9) and be sold for thirty silver pieces (11:12-13).

Zechariah supports the rebuilding of the Jerusalem temple 
and prophesies about the fulfillment, in Christ, of the old 
covenant.

520 518

16 Malachi The last prophet until John the Baptizer. Malachi means "my 
messenger." Rebukes faithless tithes and offerings, including 
blemished offerings.

Malachi expresses to the Judeans the love of God, on 
account of which He calls for their repentance.

430 430

* "Purpose" and "Date Range" are taken from the Lutheran Study Bible, Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 2009

NB - 4/28/2018 2 OF 2


