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Old Testament

Genesis

All scripture references are taken from the 
New American Standard Bible (NASB)

unless otherwise noted
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Overview of Genesis

1. Creation (Gen 1 & 2)

2. Fall (Gen 3)

3. Flood (Gen 6-9)

4. Tower of Babel (Gen 11)

5. Patriarchs (Gen 12-50)
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6000 BC +/- 1800 BC +/-

Tower of Babel

Creation

• Genesis 1 and 2

• God spoke the universe into creation

• “Let there be…”

• Everything was good, except it was not good that 
man was alone (Gen 2:18)

• What are the differences between chapter 1 and 
2?
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The Fall

• Genesis 3

• 3:8, “They heard the sound of the LORD God walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day,” This was pre-
incarnate Jesus Christ

– John 1:18, “No one has seen God at any time; the only 
begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has 
explained Him.”

– John 6:46, “Not that anyone has seen the Father, except 
the One who is from God; He has seen the Father.” 

The Fall

• 3:7, “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked; and they 
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
loin coverings.”

• 3:21, “The Lord God made garments of skin for 
Adam and his wife, and clothed them.”

• What was wrong with the fig leaves?
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The Fall
• 3:22-24, “22 Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the 

man has become like one of Us, knowing good and 
evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and 
take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live 
forever”— 23 therefore the Lord God sent him out 
from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground 
from which he was taken. 24 So He drove the man 
out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He 
stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword 
which turned every direction to guard the way to 
the tree of life.

The Fall

• Why could man no longer eat of the tree of  life?

• What is wrong with living forever?

• 1 Cor 15: 42 – 49



1/21/2018

6

The Flood

• Genesis 6 – 9

• Corruption on the earth increased, “that every 
intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.” (6:5b)

• Noah “found favor in the eyes of the Lord” and was 
“a righteous man.”

• How many persons were on the ark with Noah?

• How many animals did Noah take on the ark?

The Flood

• 7:11, “all the fountains of the great deep burst open, 
and the floodgates of the sky were opened.”

• This describes a cataclysmic event. This is not 
describing merely a rainfall.

• How long were Noah, Shem, Ham, Japheth, and 
their wives on the ark?

• 8:1, “But God remembered Noah …”
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The Flood

• 8:1, “But God remembered Noah and all the beasts 
and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and 
God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the 
water subsided. 2 Also the fountains of the deep 
and the floodgates of the sky were closed, and the 
rain from the sky was restrained;

• Picture earthquakes, shifting of tectonic plates, 
gorges and canyons being carved out by receding 
water.

The Flood

• 8:20 – Noah built an altar and sacrificed clean 
animals to the Lord.

• Genesis 9

– Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth

– Acceptable to eat meat

– Institution of the death penalty for murder

– Covenant
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The Tower of Babel

• Genesis 11: 1 – 9 

• 11:6, “The Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, 
and they all have the same language. And this is 
what they began to do, and now nothing which 
they purpose to do will be impossible for them.”

• Does this mean that humans could have 
accomplished anything? [Hint: the answer is no.]

The Patriarchs

Can you name the patriarchs? The big 4?

1. Abraham

2. Isaac

3. Jacob

4. Joseph



1/21/2018

9

The Patriarchs - Abraham

Tell me about Abraham

– Great-great-great-great------ grandson of Shem

– Son of Terah

– Originally “Abram”

– Husband of his half-sister, Sarai

– Served other gods (Joshua 24:2)

– Received God’s word directly

The Patriarchs - Abraham

Genesis 12: 1 – 3, “Now the Lord said to Abram,

“Go forth from your country,

And from your relatives

And from your father’s house,

To the land which I will show you;

And I will make you a great nation,

And I will bless you,

And make your name great;

And so you shall be a blessing;

And I will bless those who bless you,

And the one who curses you I will curse.

And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”
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The Patriarchs - Abraham

Tell me more about Abraham

– He was blessed materially

– He had no child…..

– Ishmael

– Isaac

– Abraham trusts God when God commands him to go to 
Mount Moriah and sacrifice Isaac (Gen 22)

– Was Abraham counting on God to stop the sacrifice?

The Patriarchs - Isaac

Tell me about Isaac

– Promised son of Abraham and Sarah

– Married Rebekah his cousin

– Gen 24:67, “he took Rebekah, and she became his wife, 
and he loved her;”

– Rebekah was barren

– Isaac prayed for her

– The Lord opened her womb
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The Patriarchs - Isaac

More about Isaac

– 25:23, “The Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your 
womb; And two peoples will be separated from your 
body; And one people shall be stronger than the other; 
And the older shall serve the younger.”

– She bore twins, Jacob and Esau

– Jacob and Esau strived with each other

– Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of stew

– Jacob and Rebekah tricked Isaac into giving his blessing 
to Jacob (who was disguised as Esau)

The Patriarchs - Isaac

More about Isaac

God repeated his covenant with Abraham to Isaac:

26:3, “3 Sojourn in this land and I will be with you and bless you, 
for to you and to your descendants I will give all these lands, 
and I will establish the oath which I swore to your father 
Abraham. 4 I will multiply your descendants as the stars of 
heaven, and will give your descendants all these lands; and by 
your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; 5 
because Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My 
commandments, My statutes and My laws.”
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The Patriarchs - Jacob

Tell me about Jacob

– After he tricked Isaac and received the blessing that was 
intended for Esau, he fled to Haran, to Paddan-aram, 
where his people were from

– Meets Uncle Laban (Rebekah’s brother) and gets a taste 
of his own medicine

– Laban tricks Jacob into marrying Leah when he thought 
he was marrying Rachel

– He later marries Rachel also

The Patriarchs - Jacob

More about Jacob

– Rachel was barren

– 30:22, “Then God remembered Rachel, and God gave 
heed to her and opened her womb. 23 So she 
conceived and bore a son and said, “God has taken 
away my reproach.” 24 She named him Joseph, saying, 
“May the Lord give me another son.”

– God told Jacob to return to the land of his fathers

– Jacob returns with four wives and eleven children
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The Patriarchs - Jacob

More about Jacob

– 32:22-32, Jacob wrestles with God

– Esau and Jacob have a happy reunion after all

– 35: 9 – 12, God blessed Jacob, renamed him Israel, and 
repeated the covenant he had made with Abraham 
and Isaac

– Which son of Jacob’s does Jesus descend from?

– Judah, fourth son of Leah

The Patriarchs - Joseph

Tell me about Joseph

– Loved by Israel

– Given a coat of many colors or long sleeves

– Dreamed and interpreted dreams

– Sold into slavery

– Went down to Egypt as a slave, was raised up in 
Potiphar’s house

– Sold out by Potiphar’s wife
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The Patriarchs - Joseph

More about Joseph

– Went down into a pit (prison), was given responsibility in 
the prison

– Interpreted dreams correctly

– Called on to interpret Pharaoh’s dream

– Raised up out of prison and put in charge under Pharaoh

– Saved many by coordinating the massive food 
collection, storage, and distribution system that enabled 
the people to withstand a seven year famine

The Patriarchs - Joseph

More about Joseph

– His brothers came to Pharaoh for help

– They thought Joseph was dead, they had no idea that 
he was the person in charge

– Joseph’s family all came to Egypt after this and settled 
there in Goshen

– Read 50: 15 - 26



1/21/2018

15

Next Week

Exodus


