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A LUTHERAN RESPONSE TO RACE, 

CULTURE AND ETHNICITY ((((RRRRaaaaCECECECE) ) ) ) 
IN THE CHURCH

SESSION NINE
BIG IDEA #9:

HOW SHALL THE CHURCH THEN LIVE:
RaCE OR GRaCE ?
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It has been the goal of this class to provide a 
distinctive and Biblically grounded rejoinder to 
the issue of RaCE & GRaCE, a topic which has 
been eagerly, sometimes earnestly, but 
misguided, and at other times, predatorily 
codified by various Protestant and Evangelical 
ministries and ministers.

In developing this series, one particular facet of 
Lutheran theology has proven to be the most 
indispensable property for clearly and 
consistently addressing the issue and 
formulating prescriptions from the Word of God 
for the church and the individual Christian. This 
element is none other than Luther’s observation 
and theological articulation of: 
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In developing this series, one particular facet of 
Lutheran theology has proven to be the most 
indispensable property for clearly and 
consistently addressing the issue and 
formulating prescriptions from the Word of God 
for the church and the individual Christian. This 
element is none other than Luther’s observation 
and theological articulation of:

The Two Kingdoms

Those two kingdoms are the constructs Luther 
observed in Scripture as the kingdoms which 
God created for the protection, prosperity and 
ultimately, perpetuity of mankind. 
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The Two Kingdoms Of Divine Regulation For 
Human Protection, Prosperity And Perpetuity

The Two Kingdoms Of Divine Regulation For 
Human Protection, Prosperity And Perpetuity

THE RIGHT/SPIRITUAL 

KINGDOM
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THE RIGHT/SPIRITUAL 

KINGDOM

The Two Kingdoms Of Divine Regulation For 
Human Protection, Prosperity And Perpetuity

THE LEFT/CIVIL 

KINGDOM

THE LEFT/CIVIL 

KINGDOM

Acts: 17:26 

RaCE - Many Races, 

Cultures, and Ethnicities 
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Acts 17: 24-27a: (From Paul’s sermon at Mars Hill, 
parenthesis and emphasis, mine)

24 the God who made the world and all things 
in it… 26 made from one man every nation 
(ἔθνος - ethnos) of mankind to live on all the 
face of the earth, having determined their 
appointed times and the boundaries of 
their habitation, 27 that they would seek God,

THE RIGHT/SPIRITUAL 

KINGDOM – THE 

CHURCH

1 Peter 2:9

GRaCE - God’s race, 

culture and ethnicity
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1 Peter 2: 9 - 9 but you are A CHOSEN RACE

(γένος, genos), A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY

NATION (ἔθνος, ethnos), A PEOPLE FOR God’s
OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of him who has called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light;

THE RIGHT/SPIRITUAL 

KINGDOM – THE 

CHURCH

1 Peter 2:9

GRaCE - God’s race, 

culture and ethnicity

THE LEFT/CIVIL 

KINGDOM -

GOVERNMENT

Acts: 17:26 

RaCE - Many races, 

cultures, and ethnicities
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And without this framework to aid those within 
the church seeking to formulate a theology on 
the matter, as we have seen over and over 
again, passages of the Bible are taken out of 
context, over-reached in application and worst 
of all, what is prescribed for only the right 
kingdom is taken and appointed to the left 
kingdom and vice versa.

And all of this has resulted in a variety of 
injuries, from mild to catastrophic, in the body of 
Christ.



11/19/2017

9

And all of this has resulted in a variety of 
injuries, from mild to catastrophic, in the body of 
Christ.

Bad theology results in bad practice.

And all of this has resulted in a variety of 
injuries, from mild to catastrophic, in the body of 
Christ.

Bad theology results in bad practice.

Good theology results in good practice.
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And all of this has resulted in a variety of 
injuries, from mild to catastrophic, in the body of 
Christ.

Bad theology results in a bad practice. 

Good theology results in a good practice.

Robust theology results in the best practice.
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Ex: Spiritual Diversity Based on Spiritual Gifts

Teaching 
didaskalous

Governing 
kubernésis

Exhorting 
parakalōn

Mercy     
eleōn

Giving 
metadidous

And all of this begs the question:

HOW SHALL THE CHURCH 
THEN LIVE: RaCE OR 

GRaCE ?
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But before we cover the concluding topic with its 
Biblical answer which will come from Colossians 3 
and Ephesians 5, I will briefly cover another text 
regularly misused with regard to this matter and 
provide a proper perspective to its context and 
rightful application.

And that text is found in Revelation 7:9.

Revelation 7:9:

9 After these things I looked, and behold, a 
great multitude which no one could count, 
from every nation and all tribes and peoples 
and tongues, standing before the throne 
and before the lamb, clothed in white robes, 
and palm branches were in their hands; 
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Well-known author Rick Warren, also the Pastor of 
Saddleback Church, is quoted as stating:
http://pastorrick.com/devotional/english/our-congregations-should-reflect-
heaven-s-diversity

“God loves variety. If you don’t believe me, 
take a look at a national geographic 
magazine. Look at the variety of people God 
has made around the world. God doesn’t 
make clones. There will never – ever – be 
another you.”

“Since God loves variety, our churches 
should too. He wants people from all tribes, 
all nations, and all languages to know him. 
Heaven will include people from every 
ethnic group in the world (Revelation 7:9). 
Our congregations should reflect the 
diversity of heaven. Jesus says in Mark 
11:17, “my house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations.””
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As I have said a number of times, being completely 
wrong is sometimes better than being partially 
correct.

As I have said a number of times, being completely 
wrong is sometimes better than being partially 
correct.

Warren correctly states that there is only one “you” 
and that God desires all people to come to know him. 
Further, we can agree with the observation that God 
orchestrated the ultimate existence of a variety of 
people. But…
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When Warren states that our congregations should 
reflect tribes/nations or RRRRaaaaCECECECE diversity referred to in 
Rev. 7:9, because God likes variety, he ignores much 
of the theology of the Bible which we’ve covered with 
regard to GRaCE instead of RaCE as the nature of our 
spiritual/ecclesiastical identity.

This is not to say local churches will not be racially or 
ethnically diverse, because if we share the gospel as 
the Ambassadors of reconciliation that we are, we 
will ultimately win many kinds of people to the Lord.

But once we win people to the Lord, we are to see 
them in the context of their new spiritual identity.
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But what about the passage? Good question. In 
responding to the misuse we must observe two (2) 
interpretively qualifying factors:

But what about the passage? Good question. In 
responding to the misuse we must observe two (2) 
interpretively qualifying factors:

1. The context of the passage

2. The ignored property of the passage
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The context of the passage is the church triumphant. 
That is, she has been gathered from all the corners 
of the world and is now together. 

And with respect to the ignored property of the 
passage, we must view what precedes verse 9.

Let’s look at the preceding verses, 4-8, which state:

4 And I heard a number of those who were sealed, 
one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from 
every tribe of the sons of Israel:

5 from the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were 
sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve 
thousand…8… from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve 
thousand were sealed.
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Here we have a reference to Israel present in heaven 
and represented by its 12 tribes. 

Thus, following this scene is that of the church which 
provides for us a contrast and vision of inclusion, not 
what the demographics of every individual church 
should strive for or look like. What is revealed, then, 
is that it will not just be Israel but all nations offered 
redemption through Christ and represented so in 
eternity’s heaven.

But let’s pretend that Rick Warren’s hermeneutic or 
method of Bible interpretation is correct and this 
passage is describing what the demographics of 
every individual local church should look like.
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But let’s pretend that Rick Warren’s hermeneutic or 
method of Bible interpretation is correct and this 
passage is describing what the demographics of 
every individual local church should look like.

What’s missing?

Pastor Warren, while telling us that every church’s 
demographics should look like Rev. 7:9, ignores the 
specific ingredients of the whole context which 
includes someone from every one of the 12 tribes of  
Israel! I’ll be sure to call Saddleback church to see if 
they have one of each. 

All kidding aside, this is how bad Bible interpretation 
is exposed. Constantly testing the basis of 
someone’s interpretation is important and here we 
have done that with simplicity to uncover error.
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We return to the question:

HOW SHALL THE CHURCH THEN 
LIVE: RaCE OR GRaCE ?

To answer that let’s turn to Colossians 3 and 
Ephesians 5. We will use Colossians 3 as our guide 
but begin with the companion passage from 
Ephesians 5 with emphasis on verse 18 and the 

command of God to be, “filled with the Spirit”.
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Ephesians 5: 1 Therefore be imitators of God, 
as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as 
Christ also loved you and gave himself up for 
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a 
fragrant aroma.

Many passages may come to mind but there is one 
in Romans which parallels this with respect to being 
a sacrifice, ourselves, does anyone recall this text?
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Many passages may come to mind but there is one 
in Romans which parallels this with respect to being 
a sacrifice, ourselves, does anyone recall this text?

That is correct, Romans 12:1:

(and the entire chapter of Romans 12 may be 
considered a 3rd counter-part to be read with 
Ephesians 5 and Colossians 3)

Romans 12: 1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and 
holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service of worship. 2 and do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what 
the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable 
and perfect.
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Back to Ephesians 5

Eph. 5 

17 So then do not be foolish, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. 18 and do not get 
drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be 
filled with the Spirit,… (Italics, mine)
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17 So then do not be foolish, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. 18 and do not get 
drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be 
filled with the Spirit, (Italics, mine)

be filled - Πληροῦσθε (plērousthe)

with - ἐν (en)

the Spirit - Πνεύματι (pneumati)

All believers have the Spirit of God residing in them. 
When you come to believe the promise of the gospel 
the Holy Spirit enters into you. While all people 
during all ages were born again when they believed 
the gospel, they did not have the Holy Spirit coming 
to take up permanent residence in them.

Select people in the Old Testament had the Spirit of 
God upon them for periods of time but it was not a 
universal condition like it is with those in the Church. 
Jesus came to baptize us with the Holy Spirit (Mark 
1:8)
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And here we must be instructed by the Apostle Paul 
about the will of the Lord (v. 17) with the particular 
grammar he uses as to how one is filled with the Holy 
Spirit.

When we are commanded to “be filled” Paul uses 
what is called the passive voice. The emphasis of 
this is the nature of being filled which is not 
something you perform, rather, something to which 
you yield, resulting in Godly conduct.

And this brings us to Colossians 3. I will now read 
through the chapter and intersperse my reading with 
prayer and instruction. When I get to verse 16, I 
encourage anyone who wishes to share a word of 
praise, a passage of Scripture or an expression of 
gratitude toward the Lord for his work in your life to 
raise your hand for the mic.

We even have time for anyone who wishes to uplift 
us in a song. Again, just raise your hand for the mic.
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Because what we will see embodied in this 
passage of Scripture is a digest of the 
Christian way of life, how we are to live. It is 
the Spiritual way of life, the GRaCE way of life 
for the church.

End Session Nine, Series 
Completion.


