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A LUTHERAN RESPONSE TO RACE, 
CULTURE AND ETHNICITY (RaCE) 

IN THE CHURCH

SESSION SIX
BIG IDEA #6:

RaCE RECONCILIATION OR GRaCE 
RECONCILIATION? 
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In celebration of Reformation Day 
500, we have a brief bow to the 
practical application of the revival 
of sound theology recovered in the 
Reformation through Martin Luther 
and lived through Catherine, his 
wife. 
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An impractical theology is no 
theology at all.
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REVIEW

A valuable question after class last week. I was 
asked the following:

If our spiritual DNA is just that, spiritual, and we are 
all believer priests and equal in that operation and if 
we are a spiritual body and not a social body, then 
why are our left kingdom gender roles effective in not 
permitting women to be pastors? Aren’t they spiritual 
shepherds? 
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A valuable question after class last week. I was 
asked the following:

If our spiritual DNA is just that, spiritual, and we are 
all believer priests and equal in that operation and if 
we are a spiritual body and not a social body, then 
why are our left kingdom gender roles effective in not 
permitting women to be pastors? Aren’t they spiritual 
shepherds? If there is no more male or female in the 
spiritual construct then what is going on? 

1. Not all males are permitted to be pastors. There 
are criteria in the Bible which involves spiritual gifting, 
ability to maturely handle Scripture (i.e. theology), the 
demonstration of personal virtues, and command of 
one’s family in a manner in which the pastor’s wife 
and children demonstrate affinity and fidelity to both 
the husband/pastor and the church.
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1. Not all males are permitted to be pastors. There 
are criteria in the Bible which involves spiritual gifting, 
ability to maturely handle Scripture (i.e. theology), the 
demonstration of personal virtues, and command of 
one’s family in which they demonstrate familial and 
spiritual affinity and fidelity.

So right off, it isn’t just being in a spiritual construct, 
which is what the church is. 

So why is gender an issue?
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So why is gender an issue?

Here is what 1 Timothy 2:12 states:

So why is gender an issue?

Here is what 1 Timothy 2:12 states:

12 but I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise 
authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 13 for it 
was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14 
and it was not Adam who was deceived, but the 
woman being deceived, fell into transgression. 
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There might be a woman who is actually more 
capable than a male pastor, however, Paul issues a 
rule without exception.

This is not an absolute rule, that all women will 
always be more deceived or deceived first when 
compared to a man.

But it is an Apostolic and binding rule with no 
exceptions provided. 

Secondly and to the issue of pastoring, the 
Shepherd, while shepherding you spiritually, is 
actually overseeing your membership in the local 
body, not managing or regulating your priesthood.
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Your priesthood is vertical in its accountability, your 
church membership is horizontal.

Vertical means from you to Christ. You to God.

Horizontal means you to another human being and 
that is how you account for your membership and the 
chief ruler in the church is the pastor. Yes, he is 
shepherding you spiritually but only if you are a 
member and feeding at the trough which is the 
choice of your priesthood.

This is our identity and occupation as the church. It is 
an occupation with all things Christocentric. 

Doctrine

Corporate 
Worship

Church 
Liturgy

Spiritual 
Fellowship

Serving 
Christ
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When a church’s ministries and efforts become 
occupied with social efforts, it then becomes a social 
body, in reality.

Social mechanisms and constructs are for spiritual 
edification. When they become the “thing” or an end 
in itself, a church has lost sight of its objective. 

And this can come in the form of a subtle and slow 
drift.

Revelation 2: 2-5a: 2‘I know your deeds and your toil 
and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil 
men, and you put to the test those who call 
themselves apostles, and they are not, and you 
found them to be false; 3 and you have perseverance 
and have endured for my name’s sake, and have not 
grown weary. 4 ‘but I have this against you, that you 
have left your first love. 5 ‘therefore remember from 
where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds 
you did at first
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When a church formulates its financial goals, its 
ministry objectives and sanctions various activities, it 
must always and robustly ask the question:

“Is this a first love priority?”

Diversity in the Body of Christ – Last week we 
looked at a statement by retired Reformed Baptist 
Pastor and notable leader within a large 
Evangelical group called, The Gospel Coalition, 
John Piper, who stated:
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“Blood-bought ethnic and racial diversity and 
harmony is for the glory of God through Christ,” 

“It is all aiming at the all-satisfying, everlasting, 
God-centered, Christ-exalting experience of many-
colored, many-cultured worship, an aroma that 
delights the heart of god” (142).

“What is at stake in our pursuit of racial and ethnic 
diversity and harmony (both locally and globally) is 
both our reverence for the cross and our love for 
the glory of God.”
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There is something often worse than being 
completely wrong which is being partially wrong. 
That is because your drift away from the truth is 
less noticeable.

Nowhere in Scripture will you ever see the pursuit 
of RaCE diversity as the objective of the church. 
While it might be an admirable left kingdom or 
human pursuit, that is not the goal or the objective 
of the resources of the church. Such an imperative 
is neither given directly or implied in the New 
Testament.
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Problems with such an emphasis:

1. It ignores our spiritual construct.

2. Assigns special values based on RaCE which is 
forbidden by the Scripture as we have seen in the 
passages earlier in 1 Peter 2:9, 2 Corinthians 5:17, and Galatians 
3:28.

3. It ignores the actual kind of diversity the New 
Testament reveals which is the basis of how we are 
formed and function as a church (1 Cor. 12:1-30).

What you will observe, rather starkly, is the 
absence of RaCE emphasis and the affirmation of 
GRaCE theology as the rule for the church.
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We pursue the lost, whatever their race, culture or 
ethnicity that they may be saved and translated 
from RaCE to GRaCE within the church with their 
new spiritual identity and unique spiritual gifts 
which manifest themselves as the believer 
matures which indicate where he/she may best 
serve. 

And what does GRaCE   theology teach about 
diversity?
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And what does GRaCE   theology teach about 
diversity?

1 Cor. 12:1-31

1 Cor. 12:1-31

1 now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I 
would not have you ignorant…4 now there are 
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 and 
there are differences of administrations, but 
the same Lord. 6 and there are diversities of 
operations, but it is the same God which 
worketh all in all. 
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It teaches that the diversity in the body of 
Christ which we, as a church, must look for 
and construct ourselves by, is the diversity of 
the spiritual gifts. Your spiritual gifts constitute 
your major calling in the body of Christ. It is 
how you are to serve. It has nothing to do with 
RaCE  and everything to do with GRaCE.

1 Peter 2: 9 - 9 but you are A CHOSEN RACE (γένος, 
genos), A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION (ἔθνος, 
ethnos), A PEOPLE FOR god’s OWN POSSESSION, so 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 
has called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light;
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So today, we will look at the concept of Racial 
Reconciliation vs. Spiritual Reconciliation along 
with the related topics of Social Justice and 
Liberation Theology.

Racial Reconciliation as is forwarded by groups 
such as The Gospel Coalition, the PCA, Reformed 
Baptist sects and some leadership within the SBC 
is generally as follows:
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It is the view that since the walls of partition have 
been broken down, as referred to in Ephesians 
2:14, between the Jews and Gentiles (non Jews), 
the church, then, is by default, the de facto conduit 
for fostering racial, cultural and ethnic 
reconciliation.

After all, look what Eph 2:11-14 states:

11 therefore remember that formerly you, the 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
“uncircumcision” by the so-called “circumcision,” 
which is performed in the flesh by human hands—
12 remember that you were at that time separate 
from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without god in the world. 
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After all, look what Eph 2:11-14 states:

13 but now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were 
far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. 14 for he himself is our peace, who made 
both groups into one and broke down the barrier of 
the dividing wall,

What is the problem with concluding 
from this passage that the Israel, 

namely the Jews, and the Gentiles 
(non Jewish) were racially, culturally 

or ethnically reconciled? 
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The problem, of course, is that they were not 
reconciled based on some agreed to 
understanding and integration of each other’s 
human racial, cultural or ethnic properties rather, 
theirs was a spiritual unification. It was the 
formation of a heretofore, never existing thing 
which includes every - spiritually born again in 
Christ – person as the singular spiritual race, the 
new spiritual species who form the church.

Mark Dever, a Baptist Pastor and co-founder of 
The Gospel Coalition and ministry called 9 Marks, 
formulates, much like John Piper, a half-right 
statement. If anyone is willing, please share, from 
this statement, what is correct and what is 
incorrect:

https://www.9marks.org/article/racial-reconciliation-
the-gospel-and-the-church/
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Based on Ephesians 2:1-10, Evangelicals often 
define the Gospel with reference to our 
reconciliation to God (see esp. Eph. 2:1-10).
Yet that’s not all God does in the Gospel. Paul 
goes on to say that the Gospel includes the 
reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles into one new 
humanity.

While Dever is correct, that the Gospel is defined 
by our reconciliation to God (why he describes it 
as “often” and not “always” is concerning) he 
gravely errs in describing the result of this 
reconciliation as a “new humanity”.

Let’s return to 2 Corinthians 5:17-19.
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2 Corinthians 5:16-19: 16 therefore from now on we 
recognize no one according to the flesh; even 
though we have known Christ according to the 
flesh, yet now we know him in this way no longer. 
17 therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
(καινός, kainos) creature (κτίσις, ktisis); the old 
things passed away; behold, new things have 
come. 

2 Corinthians 5:17-19: 18 now all these things are 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 
19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and he has committed to us the 
word of reconciliation.
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new (καινός, kainos) 
creature (κτίσις, ktisis); 

This does not mean rehabilitated rather, something 
never existing before. It is best translated, a an 
altogether new institution. We, the church, are a 
spiritual species, not a new humanity.

And Paul concludes: the old things passed away; 
behold, new things have come. 

How on earth does anyone reasonably expect 
every race, culture and ethnicity to reconcile 
themselves with all others?

That, when you think about it, is not just 
unreasonable but impossible. 
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Hence, this formula only works when you have a 
novel and limited situation and fails the test of 
being prescriptive.

The fact is, race has been raised to a moral issue 
when the Scriptures never teach such conflicts to 
be so. And the new racial morality developed in the 
60’s via liberation theology has been and is being, 
swallowed in a new form by the once conservative 
and perspicacious Evangelical and Protestant 
church.
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Our calling is not racial, cultural or ethnic 
reconciliation rather, spiritual reconciliation which 
is the Gospel. From that we are reconciled to one 
another in Christ and in Christ only.

You can not like a lot of people’s race, culture or 
ethnicity and beyond such as personality, the face 
or even the way the walk. But when you enter the 
realm of the spiritual, that ends and spiritual 
fellowship begins.

Liberation Theology and Social 
Justice Theology
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These two forms of theology are very related to 
one another, both coming in a variety of packages 
but generally they can be defined as:

Liberation Theology – the interpretation of 
Scripture which concludes that not only did Jesus 
come to liberate mankind from sinful 
condemnation thus, spiritual poverty but as well, 
he came to liberate mankind with respect to earthly 
kingdoms and all of the various forms of social 
poverty which exist and that the church is 
obligated to use her resources to combat and 
alleviate this. This theology employs texts from the 
Bible about giving to the poor as its core argument.
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Social Justice Theology – it is the product of an 
interpretation of Scripture which believes Old 
Testament theocratic texts along with general 
references to the obligation of just civil laws as 
stated in Scripture, can be specifically, morally 
codified with regard to race, ethnicity, gender and 
various other experiences of people in a nation; 
this is in addition to the explicit morality already 
revealed in Scripture. It also believes that the 
church is obligated to use her resources to combat 
and alleviate where she may see this occurring.

Tim Keller, founding pastor of Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church, NY,NY and co-founder of 
The Gospel Coalition, is the author of many books, 
two of which are The Reason for God (2008) and 
Generous Justice: How God’s Grace Makes Us 
Just (2010). 
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In Reason, Keller states on page 223, about why 
Christ came:

‘The work of the Spirit of God is not only to 
save souls but also to care [for] and cultivate 
the face of the earth, the material world.’

The problem, a severe one, is not only is this novel 
theology but it is error. Nowhere can this be found 
as a part of the doctrine of pneumatology in 
orthodox Protestant/Evangelical theology.
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In a 2010 interview with Christianity Today, Keller 
is asked a question on the topic of the poor. It is as 
follows:

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2010/december
/10.69.html

Many Christians hear "justice" and think about 
issues like sex trafficking, HIV/AIDS, and so on. 
Would you include those in your definition?

My definition of justice is giving humans their 
due as people in the image of God. We all 
agree that everyone deserves not to be 
enslaved, beaten, raped, or killed. We are not 
just talking about helping the poor but helping 
people whose rights are being violated. 
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Of course, problematic is that the Bible does not 
prescribe just what is due in the civil kingdom in 
almost all cases and secondly but more alarming, 
is that Keller defines Biblical justice as “giving 
humans their due as people in the image of God.”

How would Keller respond to Jesus our Savior who 
was recorded in Matt 10:5-15 in instructing:

5 these twelve Jesus sent out after instructing 
them: “do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do 
not enter any city of the Samaritans; 6 but rather 
go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel...11 “and 
whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is 
worthy in it, and stay at his house...
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13 “if the house is worthy, give it your blessing of
peace. but if it is not worthy, take back your 
blessing of peace. 14 “whoever does not receive 
you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that 
house or that city, shake the dust off your feet. 15 
“truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the
land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 
judgment than for that city.

What is their just due? My guess, according to Tim 
Keller’s generous justice, he might be taking issue 
with the Savior.
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Keller has been given a wide circle of influence in 
the conservative (formerly, it seems these days) 
PCA denomination with his popular books. What 
many people do not know is that his social 
activism was formulated under the heavy influence 
of The Frankfurt School, a Marxist group of 
German intellectuals which formed in the 1920’s 
and advocated utopian Marxist ideology wrapped 
up in a misuse of Scripture.

While we are only touching on these topics, I beg 
you to take the theological prescriptions being 
provided in this series and do some studying and 
research on all of these matters.

Some of these men are compelling but when you 
discipline yourself with a proper left/right kingdom 
grid, we’ve established is thoroughly Biblical and 
exhaustively true in prescription, your eyes will pop 
out of your head with regard to what is going on.
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This brings us to our concluding video which I 
believe epitomizes the both patronizing and 
paternalistic crusader-mentalities and attitudes 
which permeate the various forms of liberation, 
and social justice theology one can find, no matter 
what new label they wish to use.

The following video is that of a man named Duke 
Kwon. Kwon is the Senior Pastor at Grace DC 
Meridian Hill church in Washington DC. The 
church was established as a joint initiative 
between McLean Presbyterian (VA) and 
Redeemer Presbyterian (Tim Keller, NYC).

Kwon has been a speaker at the PCA General 
Assembly Worship Service and has an increasing 
footprint within this denomination.
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The video is Rev. Kwon speaking at a PCA 
sponsored LDR Weekend (Leadership 
Development Resource) conference.

We will not have time for every concern to be 
visited in our sharing of this address by Kwon but 
his pandering and paternalism are shocking to say 
the least and wholly incompatible with sound 
doctrine.

Three essential parts today will be shared:

The Introduction

His treatment of racial reconciliation with regard to 
what he calls ecclesiastical reparations

His closing
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As you can see, he has absolutely no concept of 
the left and right kingdoms, no understanding of 
our unique spiritual DNA and heritage as believer 
priests, the chosen genos and holy ethnos which 
we all share as one in Christ.

His is an earthly, carnal, and divisive message of 
discontent, anger, resentment, and unforgiveness
along with perpetually unresolved grievances. He 
does not bring peace, edification, and health to the 
body of Christ rather, a new disease. 
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Next week we will look at some texts in Scripture 
which are being arrested and misinterpreted for 
the advocacy and advancement of the errors we 
have touched upon.

End Session Six


