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A LUTHERAN RESPONSE TO RACE, 

CULTURE AND ETHNICITY (R(R(R(RaaaaCE) CE) CE) CE) 
IN THE CHURCH

SESSION FIVE
BIG IDEA #5:

RaCE or GRaCE  Diversity in the 
body of Christ?
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Racism – the view and subsequent practice, 
that not all humans are *quantitatively, equally 
human. That is to say, some humans are 
quantitatively superior and others, 
subsequently inferior. This belief is essentially 
based on one’s racial and/or ethnic properties.

*quantitative refers to amount.

The Two Kingdoms Of Divine Regulation For 
Human Protection, Prosperity And Perpetuity
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The Two Kingdoms Of Divine Regulation For 
Human Protection, Prosperity And Perpetuity

THE RIGHT/SPIRITUAL 

KINGDOM

THE RIGHT/SPIRITUAL 

KINGDOM

The Two Kingdoms Of Divine Regulation For 
Human Protection, Prosperity And Perpetuity

THE LEFT/CIVIL 

KINGDOM
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Acts 17: 24-27a: (From Paul’s sermon at Mars Hill, 
parenthesis and emphasis, mine)

24 the God who made the world and all things 
in it… 26 made from one man every nation 
(ἔθνος - ethnos) of mankind to live on all the 
face of the earth, having determined their 
appointed times and the boundaries of 
their habitation, 27 that they would seek god,

The Greek word ἔθνος (ethnos), which is 
translated, nation, in referring to πᾶν (pan) every, 
ἔθνος (ethnos) nation, is translated as such 
because most nations were formed from a shared 
ethnicity.
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ἔθνος (ethnos), is translated nation because most 
nations were formed from a shared ethnicity.

An ultimate take-away from this we can all agree 
upon is that in order to form a nation, there is 
generally the need for some core shared, 
commonality whether it be ethnos or value system. 

Acts 17:26 - 26 made from one man every nation 
(ἔθνος -ethnos) of mankind to live on all the face of 
the earth, having determined their appointed times 
and the boundaries of their habitation.
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The Two Kingdoms Of Divine Regulation For 
Human Protection, Prosperity And Perpetuity

THE LEFT/CIVIL 

KINGDOM

Acts: 17:26 

RaCE - Many Races, 

Cultures, and Ethnicities 

THE LEFT/CIVIL KINGDOM

Acts: 17:26 
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THE LEFT/CIVIL KINGDOM

Acts: 17:26 
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So what about the kingdom on the right? 
What about the church?
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So what about the kingdom on the right? 
What about the church?

I am so glad you asked.

Three foundational passages:

Galatians 3:28

2 Corinthians 5:17

1 Peter 2: 9
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Galatians 3:28 – there is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.

2 Corinthians 5:16-19: 16 therefore from now on we 
recognize no one according to the flesh; even 
though we have known Christ according to the 
flesh, yet now we know him in this way no longer. 
17 therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
(καινός, kainos) creature (κτίσις, ktisis); the old 
things passed away; behold, new things have 
come. 
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2 Corinthians 5:17-19: 18 now all these things are 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 
19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and he has committed to us the 
word of reconciliation.

1 Peter 2: 9 - 9 but you are A CHOSEN RACE

(γένος, genos), A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY

NATION (ἔθνος, ethnos), A PEOPLE FOR god’s
OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of him who has called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light;
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The Two Kingdoms Of Divine Regulation For 
Human Protection, Prosperity And Perpetuity

THE RIGHT/SPIRITUAL 

KINGDOM – THE 

CHURCH

1 Peter 2:9

?

THE LEFT/CIVIL 

KINGDOM -

GOVERNMENT

Acts: 17:26 

RaCE - Many Races, 

Cultures, and Ethnicities 

(and nations)

GRaCE - God’s race, culture and ethnicity
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THE RIGHT/SPIRITUAL KINGDOM – THE CHURCH

– God’s church is not a social body, it is a spiritual 

body in its construct. That is to say, it is not the result 

of any shared anthropological/social properties rather, 

the shared property of having been born again 

through faith in Christ and all of its products/by-

products. This is the design of God which affects how 

a church is established, defines its purpose and its 

operation and objectives.

THE IDENTIFICATION AND OCCUPATION OF THE 

RIGHT/SPIRITUAL KINGDOM – THE CHURCH

1 Peter 2:9

2 Corinthians 5:17

Galatians 3:28
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1 Peter 2: 9 - 9 but you are A CHOSEN RACE

(γένος, genos), A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY

NATION (ἔθνος, ethnos), A PEOPLE FOR god’s
OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of him who has called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light;

1 Peter 2: 9 –

CHOSEN RACE (γένος, genos), 

A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, 

A HOLY NATION (ἔθνος, ethnos), 



10/22/2017

16

Chosen race (genos) – this refers to God’s choice 
that we would be saved through and in Christ. 
When you are born again you are now described 
as chosen of God which refers to your spiritual 
rebirth.

Your racial identification with respect to spiritual 
endeavors is just that, SPIRITUAL.

Royal Priesthood – this is the office you hold, not 
locally but universally. The royalty is not human but 
divine.

This is imputed to all believers in the church the 
moment they believe. They begin their role as a 
Priest to God.
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You have direct access to God. The Holy of Holies is 
yours to enter and use the tactical weapon of prayer 
at any time that his will may be done (1 Tim 2:1,Heb. 
4:16) 

You are to offer spiritual sacrifices and even become 
living sacrifices (1 Peter 2:5, Rom 12:1)

You are Ambassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20), Agents 
of Spiritual Reconciliation to the lost world (2 Cor. 
5:18)

This is our identity and occupation as the church. It is 
an occupation with all things Christocentric. 
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This is our identity and occupation as the church. It is 
an occupation with all things Christocentric. 
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When a church’s ministries and efforts become 
occupied with social efforts, it then becomes a social 
body, in reality.

Social mechanisms and constructs are for spiritual 
edification. When they become the “thing” or an end 
in itself, a church has lost sight of its objective. 

And this can come in the form of a subtle and slow 
drift.
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Revelation 2: 2-5a: 2‘I know your deeds and your toil 
and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil 
men, and you put to the test those who call 
themselves apostles, and they are not, and you 
found them to be false; 3 and you have perseverance 
and have endured for my name’s sake, and have not 
grown weary. 4 ‘but I have this against you, that you 
have left your first love. 5 ‘therefore remember from 
where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds 
you did at first

When a church formulates its financial goals, its 
ministry objectives and sanctions various activities, it 
must always and robustly ask the question:

“Is this a first love priority?”



10/22/2017

20

Diversity in the Body of Christ – in our first 
session I introduced you to some leading 
proponents of RaCE theology instead of GRaCE
theology for the church.

Much of this comes by way of groups such as:

The Gospel Coalition

The Presbyterian Church of America (PCA) 

Reformed Baptists

The Southern Baptist Convention (SBC)



10/22/2017

21

Before we begin our coverage of the easiest of the 
problems facing the church with respect to the 
formulation and practice of a sound theology in 
regards to the issue of RaCE , allow me to ask, 

rhetorically:

Before we begin our coverage of the easiest of the 
problems facing the church with respect to the 
formulation and practice of a sound theology in 
regards to the issue of RaCE, allow me to ask, 

rhetorically:

Is RaCE diversity important in the body 
of Christ?
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Is RaCE diversity important in the body 
of Christ?

Before you attempt to answer this 
question in your mind, you should always 
first ask, of any question, is the question, 
itself, based on correct or errant thinking. 

What is the problem, here?

John Piper is one of the leading contributors 
to The Gospel Coalition and Reformed 
Baptists who form a lose sect in the United 
States and abroad.

In 2011 he wrote a book called, Bloodlines, 
and in it he states:
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“Blood-bought ethnic and racial diversity and 
harmony is for the glory of God through Christ,” 
Piper writes. “It is all aiming at the all-satisfying, 
everlasting, God-centered, Christ-exalting 
experience of many-colored, many-cultured 
worship, an aroma that delights the heart of god” 
(142).

“What is at stake in our pursuit of racial and ethnic 
diversity and harmony (both locally and globally) is 
both our reverence for the cross and our love for 
the glory of God.”



10/22/2017

24

There is something often worse than being 
completely wrong which is being partially wrong. 
That is because your drift away from the truth is 
less noticeable.

John Piper is correct, that our harmony as a 
church is to be God-centered, Christ-exalting, but 
he tragically errs and introduces a damaging 
paradigm onto the church when he states, ethnic 
and racial diversity and harmony is for the glory of 
God through Christ which ultimately imposes on 
the church our pursuit of racial and ethnic diversity 
and harmony.
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We will address the issue of reconciliation next 
week, let’s close this lesson with the topic of 
diversity in the church.

Nowhere will you ever see the pursuit of RaCE
diversity as the objective of the church. While it 
might be an admirable human pursuit, that is not 
the goal or the objectives of the resources of the 
church. Such an imperative is neither given directly 
or implied in the New Testament.

Problems with such an emphasis:

1. It ignores our spiritual construct.

2. Assigns special values based on RaCE which is 
forbidden by the Scripture as we have seen in the 
passages earlier in 1 Peter 2:9, 2 Corinthians 5:17, and Galatians 
3:28.

3. It ignores the actual kind of diversity the New 
Testament reveals which is the basis of how we are 
formed and function as a church (1 Cor. 12:1-30).
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What you will observe, rather starkly, is the 
absence of RaCE emphasis and the affirmation of 
GRaCE theology as the rule for the church.

We pursue the lost, whatever their race, culture or 
ethnicity that they may be saved and translated 
from RaCE to GRaCE within the church with their 
new spiritual identity and unique spiritual gifts 
which manifest themselves as the believer 
matures which indicate where he/she may best 
serve. 
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End Session Four


