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The 
Encroachment 

of Eastern 
Mysticism into 

the Church

We will begin the study of this issue by 
building a philosophical/theological 
foundation for our discussion on the 
encroachment of Eastern Mysticism Eastern Mysticism Eastern Mysticism Eastern Mysticism 
into the church.
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Question - Is it possible to be so close 

the Gospel yet, further away - in fact -
than those who have had just a faint 
glimpse or even yet to hear?

Who is the most blind?

Hedonist

Do-
gooder

Pharisee 
Religious 
Spiritual 
Person
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The so-called Religious or Spiritual person 
is typically considered closest to God and 
in possession of spiritual enlightenment. 

Spiritual 

Ladder 

Climbing

Mystical 

Illumination

In 2 Timothy 3:1-7, Paul writes about the 
peril of the church (NASB):

1 But realize this, that in the last days 
difficult times will come. 2 For men will be 
lovers of self…lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of 
godliness, although they have denied its 
power; Avoid such men as these…7 always 
learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 
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Two things can and will occur in the life 
of the believer and unbeliever who is 
antagonistic to a life of occupation with 
Christ, (in part or whole) as substitutes 
for a genuine spiritual-filled life.

Two things can and will occur in the life 
of the believer and unbeliever who is 
antagonistic to a life of occupation with 
Christ, (in part or whole) as substitutes 
for a genuine spiritual-filled life.

Experiences of various sorts which may 
include pseudo-spirituality

The pursuit of academic knowledge 
which may come in the form of theology
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For the Christian, our Lord has made it clear, 
our protocol is to be occupied with him.

As we read John 15:1-11, imagine what 
those “other vines” are. As well, imagine 
what the doctrine of the “other vines” may 
be. 

If the doctrine is not the Word of Christ, it is 
the Word of another vine. It’s spiritual value 
is not going to bear the fruit of God.

Augmenting this are:
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Augmenting this are:

Romans 12:2: And do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 
that you may prove what the will of God is, that which 
is good and acceptable and perfect.

Augmenting this are:

Romans 12:2: And do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 
that you may prove what the will of God is, that which 
is good and acceptable and perfect.

Ephesians 5:18: And do not get drunk with wine, for 
that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 
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Augmenting this are:

Romans 12:2: And do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 
that you may prove what the will of God is, that which 
is good and acceptable and perfect.

Ephesians 5:18: And do not get drunk with wine, for 
that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 

1 Timothy 4:1: But the Spirit explicitly says that in later 
times some will fall away from the faith, paying 
attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,

Secondly, the fallen Angel formerly 
known as Lucifer, now Satan, also has a 
plan for your life, believer and 
unbeliever.



3/5/2017

8

Secondly, the fallen Angel formerly 
known as Lucifer, now Satan, also has a 
plan for your life, believer and 
unbeliever.

Unbeliever – Operation Blindfold - Blind 
you to the gospel

Secondly, the fallen Angel formerly 
known as Lucifer, now Satan, also has a 
plan for your life, believer and 
unbeliever.

Unbeliever – Operation Blindfold - Blind 
you to the gospel

Believer – Operation Diversion – divert 
you from a full Spirit and doctrine filled 
life
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What does the Bible say about Satan 
(Lucifer)?

What does the Bible say about Satan 
(Lucifer)?

2 Corinthians 11:14: No wonder, for even 
Satan disguises himself as an angel of 
light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if 
his servants also disguise themselves as 
servants of righteousness, whose end 
will be according to their deeds.
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I

I
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Hence, the work of Satan, while not 
always masquerading as a source of light, 
spirituality, oneness with God or some 
path to enlightenment, consistently will 
be this way with the Christian seeing that 
he/she is one who is alive, spiritually, and 
will be subject to all sorts of false ideas in 
their spiritual immaturity.

The Spiritual Growth of Believers

Spiritual 
Childhood

Spiritual 
Adolescence

Spiritual 
Adulthood
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The Spiritual Growth of Believers

Spiritual 
Childhood

Spiritual 
Adolescence

Spiritual 
Adulthood

Spiritual/Theological 

Danger Zone – most 

susceptible to false 

doctrine and pseudo 

spirituality

So with the foundation set, allow me introduce 
you to Thomas Merton (13 Jan ’15 – 10 Dec ‘68)
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So with the foundation set, allow me introduce 
you to Thomas Merton (13 Jan ’15 – 10 Dec ‘68)

Thomas Merton – in 1933, decided to become a 
Trappist Monk (a Catholic order of Monks know, 
especially for their silence). As offered by his book, The 
Seven Storey Mountain, this is how Merton recalls his 
religious experience leading to his attraction to 
Catholicisim and Monkism related via Wiki:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Merton
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Merton began going to the churches, not quite knowing 
why he felt so drawn to them…he saw a great mosaic of 
Jesus Christ coming in judgment in a dark blue sky and 
was transfixed...Merton had the sense that Owen was 
in the room with him for a few moments. This mystical 
experience led him to see the emptiness he felt in his 
life, and he said that for the first time in his life he really
prayed, asking God to deliver him from his darkness. 
The Seven Storey Mountain also describes a visit to Tre 
Fontane,…when entering the monastery he was 
overtaken with anxiety. That afternoon…he remarked to 
himself, "I should like to become a Trappist monk.“

But why Thomas Merton?

It was not Merton, per se, rather the intersection 
of various events which placed Merton and his 
social, philosophical and theological ideas, front 
and center stage.  
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In 1948 Merton rose to public fame via his book, The 
Seven Storey Mountain. This was the world’s 
introduction to his doctrine of comtemplativism.

In 1948 Merton rose to public fame via his book, The 
Seven Storey Mountain. This was the world’s 
introduction to his doctrine of comtemplativism.

This set the stage for Merton’s evolution in developing a 
dialog, during the 1950’s and 60’s, until his death, with 
other faiths and in particularly, Eastern Hindu and 
Buddhist mystics.
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In 1948 Merton rose to public fame via his book, The 
Seven Storey Mountain. This was the world’s 
introduction to his doctrine of comtemplativism.

This set the stage for Merton’s evolution in developing a 
dialog, during the late 1950’s and 60’s, until his death, 
with other faiths and in particularly, Eastern Hindu and 
Buddhist mystics.

As all of this coincided with the social upheaval in 
Western societies and their Beatle-esque attraction to 
Eastern mysticism via an entire generation of pre Baby 
Boomers and then the (cry) Baby Boomers themselves.

Yet, not only was Merton’s influence being felt 
among Catholics (condemned, also) but among 
Evangelicals, as well, who were experiencing a 
shift in the Fabianistic chase by naïve voices 
toward Eastern enlightenment.

Of course none really dared go so far as Merton so 
the Evangelicals simply borrowed from Merton, 
making this their proxy in the name of Protestant-
Catholic dialog.
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The results of all of this was an 
encroachment, some call it an invasion 
via the Trojan horse of shared 
enlightenment and non-judgmentalism, 
of Eastern Mysticism into the 

collective Spiritual consciousness of the 
Protestant/Evangelical church.

Merton’s impetus toward Eastern 
mysticism is likely from his reading of 
Aldous Huxley’s book, Ends and Means 
which emphasized the value of mysticism 
as a means of evaluation and 
social/personal resolution.



3/5/2017

18

Next week we will conclude our look at 
Thomas Merton and then move on to 
another personality, Dallas Willard.

End Session Eight


