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Refugees, 
Immigration 
and the Bible

Today, around the globe, there is a 
consensus among some prominent first 
world political parties and various 
pundits that wealthy and prosperous first 
world nations are morally obligated to 
accept refugees and immigrants.
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Often they point to the Bible and quote 
various Scriptures with regard to loving 
our neighbor and so forth – we will look 
at that in a bit.

But as well, they simply believe that 
there is an inherent shame in nationalism 
and the guardianship, preservation and 
promotion of the way of life of wealthy 
nations. 
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But of course, not all wealthy nations see 
it that way. 

In a moment we will look at some 
comparisons but first, a question.

Instinctively, or if you have given this a 
great deal of thought, then with respect 
to your developed philosophy –
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What is your response to the rapid influx 
of immigrants to first world nations and 
in particular, the United States of 
America?

• What cultural issues are there?

• What political issues are there?

• What religious issues are there?

Often American is cited as a Christian 
nation (a term that is not necessarily 
exact, we are a constitutional republic 
with our moral and legal disposition 
informed by Scripture) thus, we must 
abide by the Bible with respect to human 
affairs. In this case, refugees and 
immigration.
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And here are some examples of what is 
being pushed by some identifying as 
Evangelical Christians.

One of the leading arguments for establishing 
a liberal and less critical policy regarding 
refugees and immigrants comes from the view 
that we are “made in the image of God”.

I used to argue that this was not necessarily so 
because sin marred this and that is true but 
let me be clear, even with sin’s effect, James 
3:9 states:
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With it we bless our Lord and Father, and 
with it we curse men, who have been 
made in the likeness of God;

So, even though we recognize we are 
marred by sin, we must acknowledge 
that all men are made in the image of 
God.

But this statement does not go 
unqualified in Scripture. God’s Word 
reveals our sinful depravity and need of 
the new birth.
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But for the moment, let’s simply deal 
with it as an isolated or what is called a 
“proof-text”.

Ohio Gov. John Kasich on illegal 
immigrants,:

“They’re just good people. They’re made 
in the image of the Lord, and you know, 
there’s a big element of compassion 
connected to how we treat people who 
are trying to find a way to a better life.”
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2015/0
6/24/kasich-in-iowa.html
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Raymond Chang writes at the Huffington 
Post citing Gen. 1:27 (3 Feb ’17):

Humanity is the culmination of God’s 
creation design. Therefore, every single 
human being - including people from 
China, to the Middle East, to Mexico, and 
back, is made in the imago dei. …No way 
around it.”

Rondell Trevino:

The Bible clearly shows us that 
immigrants, legal and illegal, are made in 
the Image of God with tremendous 
value…Only by loving and caring for 
immigrants will help the great state of 
Tennessee look more like the Kingdom of 
God.
https://www.raanetwork.org/immigration-biblical-
perspective/
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Question - Does anyone see any 
problems or issues with the philosophical 
or theological construct offered, that is, 
the thinking going on here or do you see 
any merit in what is said?

I believe the last statement best 
represents the fundamental truth and 
error of using this Biblical reference as 
the core impetus for the establishment 
of a morally based policy and 
enforcement of a national refugee and 
immigration policy.
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• It is a proof-text method

• If being made in the image of God 
forces the conclusion that we must 
abandon illegal immigrant status, then 
nothing may be illegal

• Being made in the image of God does 
not imply commentary on our national 
policy but on our unique creation 

• Finally, it erroneously treats the state 
as partially responsible for gospel 
related issues
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Another place that the argument to 
accept refugees and immigrants takes us, 
is to the Old Testament. Those pushing a 
broad and uncritical national policy point 
to Leviticus 19:34:

The stranger who resides with you shall 
be to you as the native among you, and 
you shall love him as yourself, for you 
were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the 
LORD your God. (NASB)
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The foreigner residing among you must 
be treated as your native-born. Love 
them as yourself, for you were foreigners 
in Egypt. I am the LORD your God. (NIV)

Additionally Exodus 23:9 states (echoed 
in Jeremiah 7:6):

"You shall not oppress a stranger, since 
you yourselves know the feelings of a 
stranger, for you also were strangers in 
the land of Egypt.”
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For many, this is a slam-dunk. End story. 
Argument concluded. 

But wait…

This is just what proof-texting does, it 
concludes your enlightenment far too 
soon. So let’s get some more light.

Before forming a view, we have to stop 
and understand the problem with citing 
the Old Testament Theocratic policies.

Which is…? 
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They are precisely that, Theocratic codes 
for the Theocracy of Israel. 

Yes, we might gain insight but in no way 
do these divine policies exist with the 
implication that they are to be prescribed 
outside of the Theocracy.

But if we are going to us the Bible and 
particularly the Theocratic policy 
portions of the Old Testament I want to 

point to James K. Hoffmeier, - an OT 
scholar and Professor of OT and Ancient 
Near Eastern History and Archeology at 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School.
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The Center for Immigration Studies 
published an article by him entitled:

The Use and Abuse of the Bible in the 

Immigration Debate 

http://cis.org/bible-use-and-abuse-
immigration

In his article he deals with two issues:

• The Old Testament with regard to 
“strangers” and national borders

• The “sanctuary city movement”
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Under the issue of the use of the Old 
Testament, Hoffmeier covers the 
following range:

• There is a recognition of compassion 
but an oversimplification

• Three important questions must be 
asked (read first paragraph)

1) Was there such a thing as territorial 
sovereignty in the second millennium 
B.C. when these laws originated; 

2) Within that socio-legal setting, what 
was a “stranger” or “sojourner;” and 

3) How does one obtain this status? 
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In answering this he reveals:

• Nations had clearly recognizable 
borders and fought wars over those 
borders

• Permits akin to modern Visas were 
common for those entering another 
land (read next paragraph)

Israel was well aware of the need to 
respect territorial sovereignty. Numbers 
20:14-21 (read next two paragraphs)
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As to the “stranger” or “alien” he cites 
two Biblical accounts which contain the 
properties of both sojourners and 
foreigners with their appropriate 
distinctions. (read next paragraphs with 
accounts)

Ger - translated variously in English 
versions… as “stranger” (KJV, NASB, JB), 
“sojourner” and erroneously translated 
as “foreigner” (TNIV, NLT).

Hebrew terms for “foreigner,” are nekhar
and zar. 
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The distinction between these two terms 
and ger is that while all three are 
foreigners who might enter another 
country, the ger had obtained legal 
status.

Finally on the issue of the biblical 
practice of sanctuary, Professor 
Hoffmeier shares the most pivotal and 
consequential truth. (read paragraph)
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“Sanctuary, then, is explicitly a place to 
get a fair hearing in the case of 
accidental death, but for no other 
crime…not a place to avoid trial or 
punishment. American cities that use 
their communities to circumvent the law 
to help the illegal alien in the name of 
justice are doing a gross injustice to the 
letter and spirit of the biblical law.”

In the least, my hope is that you have 
learned there is a great misuse of 
Scripture on the matter and that if you 
engage the issue with the Bible, there is 
substantial material with which you must 
interact, appropriately, before doing so.
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Next week will begin a muti-week 
coverage of:

The Invasion of Eastern Mysticism into 
the Church

End Session Seven


