
4/23/2017

1

Church Membership, Discipline, 
Accountability and Accountabilibuddyism

Session One
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This three-week series will cover:

• Church Membership

• Church Accountability and Discipline

• Issues with Accountability Groups or Individuals

A church’s practice of the accountability and 
discipline of its members is predicated on 
membership.

Thus, before we cover the issue of ecclesiastical 
accountability, we must first examine church 
membership.
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You might be surprised to discover that nowhere in 
the New Testament is there a direct prescription for 
establishing a formalized process of church 
membership.

But as I said, since there are texts which instruct a 
local assembly of believers with regard to 
ecclesiastical accountability and discipline, it must 
be accepted that in some manner, a church has a 
recognized membership.

You cannot discipline those who do not belong 
to an organization.

Now, to some relevant Bible passages on 
membership and discipline in the church.
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Hebrews 10:17 – 17 Obey your leaders and submit 
to them, for they keep watch over your souls as 
those who will give an account. Let them do this 
with joy and not with grief, for this would be 
unprofitable for you.

Hebrews 10:17 – 17 Obey your leaders and submit 
to them, for they keep watch over your souls as 
those who will give an account. Let them do this 
with joy and not with grief, for this would be 
unprofitable for you.

I Timothy 5:17 – 17 The elders who rule well are to 
be considered worthy of double honor, especially 
those who work hard at preaching and teaching.



4/23/2017

5

Some relevant passages:

1 Corinthians 5:1-12 - 1 It is actually reported that 
there is immorality among you, and immorality of 
such a kind as does not exist even among the 
Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife. 2 You 
have become arrogant and have not mourned 
instead, so that the one who had done this deed 
would be removed from your midst…

9 I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral 
people; 10 I did not at all mean with the immoral 
people of this world, or with the covetous and 
swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to 
go out of the world. 11 But actually, I wrote to you not 
to associate with any so-called brother if he is an 
immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, 
or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such 
a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? 
Do you not judge those who are within the church? 13 

But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE 
WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.
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Views of Ecclesiastical Membership:

There is a rather broad range of views with regard 
to ecclesiastical membership. 

Views of Ecclesiastical Membership:

There is a rather broad range of views with regard 
to ecclesiastical membership. 

• Some churches (a minority) do not have any 
formalized membership. That is, they do not 
have a roll nor do they develop a census.
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• Some churches have an established roll but no 
formalized membership requirements with only 
the primitive requirement of a profession of 
faith.

• Some churches have an established roll but no 
formalized membership requirements with only 
the primitive requirement of a profession of 
faith.

• Others have a codified membership requirement 
with some being basic (this is where Resurrection 
falls) and others somewhat extensive.
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• And finally, some churches have what is called a 
membership covenant or contract in which they 
require members to sign which state that they 
formally submit to the accountability of not only 
the expressed written requirements of church 
membership but as well, their interpretation 
and application by any recognized church 
leader/authority/shepherd.

Before examining the general picture, I want to 
cover Resurrection Lutheran membership.

From our church website, we are informed that one 
may become a member in one of four ways.
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1. By Letter of Transfer: We will gladly accept the 
transfer of your membership from another 
Lutheran congregation.

1. By Letter of Transfer: We will gladly accept the 
transfer of your membership from another 
Lutheran congregation.

2. By Confirmation: We invite all adults who are 
looking for a church home to participate in 
our Connections Class for New Members which we 
offer at various times throughout the year. Upon 
completion of this brief class, you may choose to 
become a member by the Rite of Confirmation.
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3. By Profession of Faith: If you were confirmed in 
the Lutheran Church but have not been active and 
wish to reaffirm your confirmation vows, we 
welcome you to become a member.

3. By Profession of Faith: If you were confirmed in 
the Lutheran Church but have not been active and 
wish to reaffirm your confirmation vows, we 
welcome you to become a member.

4. By Baptism: Our Lord Jesus commands us to 
“baptize all people.” Therefore we extend the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism to infants, children, 
youth and adults, whereby they become members 
of the whole family of Christ throughout the world, 
and of His family here at Resurrection Lutheran 
Church.



4/23/2017

11

In our church constitution we then, lay out the 
expectations of church membership(Approved by 
the RLC Voters Assembly –May 31, 2009):

In our church constitution we then, lay out the 
expectations of church membership(Approved by 
the RLC Voters Assembly –May 31, 2009):

Responsibilities: 

a. Attend divine services faithfully. 

b. Partake of the Lord’s Supper frequently. 

c. Contribute regularly and faithfully. 

d. Engage in fellowship with one another. 
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• What does it mean to attend services faithfully?

• What does it mean to attend services faithfully?

Hebrews 10: 19-25 - 19 Therefore, brethren, since 
we have confidence to enter the holy place by the 
blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which 
He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His 
flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, 22 let us draw near with a sincere 
heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water. 
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23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 
24 and let us consider how to stimulate one 
another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking 
our own assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another; and all the 
more as you see the day drawing near. 

• What does it mean to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper frequently?
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• What does it mean to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper frequently? 

This is answered, again, by the passage in Hebrews.

• What does it mean to contribute regularly and 
faithfully?
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• What does it mean to contribute regularly and 
faithfully?

2 Cor. 9:7 Each one must do just as he has 
purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

• What does it mean to engage in fellowship with 
one another?



4/23/2017

16

• What does it mean to engage in fellowship with 
one another?

While there may be a social aspect to our 
fellowship or kononia, its emphasis is on our 
spiritual interactions and relations with other 
believers

1 John 1:3 - what we have seen and heard we 
proclaim to you also, so that you too may have 
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

Just answering these questions for ourselves is 
demanding, if we do so with integrity.

And I believe this speaks to the wisdom of our 
congregation in not overreaching in its attempt to 
prescribe detailed requirements for members thus, 
invading the privacy of the individual believer-
priest’s conscience toward God.
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I want to go back and revisit the Hebrews passage 
to understand the nature of your church 
membership and participation.

I want to go back and revisit the Hebrews passage 
to understand the nature of your church 
membership and participation.

24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another 
to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another; and all the more as you 
see the day drawing near.
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The word consider comes from the Greek word 
κατανοῶμεν (katanoōmen) which is a compound 
word.

The word consider comes from the Greek word 
κατανοῶμεν (katanoōmen) which is a compound 
word.

katá, "down along, exactly according to
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The word consider comes from the Greek word 
κατανοῶμεν (katanoōmen) which is a compound 
word.

katá, "down along, exactly according to

noiéō, "to think“

The word consider comes from the Greek word 
κατανοῶμεν (katanoōmen) which is a compound 
word.

katá, "down along, exactly according to

noiéō, "to think“

Which essentially means to think from top to 
bottom, to fully comprehend the full structure of a 
thing or to concentrate by fixing one’s thinking so 
that they may perceive, completely, the design and 
intent of a thing. (Source – Bible Hub/Strong's)
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This, then, implies (in the least), that we must 
continuously occupy our thinking (present tense 
verb), in the context of God’s church, with regard to 
how she has been designed by God.

This, then, implies (in the least) that we must 
continuously occupy our thinking (present tense 
verb), in the context of God’s church, with regard to 
how she has been designed by God.

This involves the people and their spiritual gifts, 
governing ecclesiastical authorities, the objectives 
of the congregation and your own spiritual gift(s) 
and where you can best serve the congregation 
along with our common spiritual fellowship and 
encouragement toward one another in the faith.
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There is no such thing as small or meaningless 
ministry in the body of Christ. 

There is no such thing as small or meaningless 
ministry in the body of Christ. 

1 Corinthians 12: 4-6 - 4 Now there are varieties of 
gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties 
of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are 
varieties of effects, but the same God who works all 
things in all persons.
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Some reasons for non-involvement in a 
church.

Church cliques – a church clique is a group which 
claims spiritual enterprise as their emphasis but in 
reality, is made up of people who are social 
comrades. 
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Church cliques – a church clique is a group which 
claims spiritual enterprise as their emphasis but in 
reality, is made up of people who are social 
comrades. 

This sets up barriers to others becoming part of the 
specialized effort of the church sub-group since, in 
reality, its cohesiveness is not spiritually based but 
based in social compatibility or likeness.

Ineffective leadership – Leadership begins at the 
top. It is true that no matter how effective the 
leadership is in any church there will always be 
those lagging behind. Fruitless leadership, though, 
will be unable to formulate a real and efficacious 
prescription for inspiring robust congregational 
investment. As well, it will be inadequate in coming 
along side of others and successfully leading them 
into spiritual maturity. Poor leadership goes from 
one gimmick to another in hopes of solving 
problems.
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Often such impotency stems from a lack of spiritual 
gifting in those holding the ordained Pastoral and 
Elder roles.

Many people seek the office of Pastor or Elder who 
are genuinely unfit, spiritually speaking, for the 
office.

While well intended, ultimately it places in the 
stead of a spiritual leader, one who is not qualified 
thus, injures the congregation.

Spiritually lethargy – some church members, while 
meeting the threshold of membership, do just that 
and anything beyond that is not something they 
wish to be encumbered by because of other 
priorities. 
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Spiritually lethargy – some church members, while 
meeting the threshold of membership, do just that 
and anything beyond that is not something they 
wish to be encumbered by because of other 
priorities. 

This is due to lacking within themselves of a 
genuine and honest inventory of their life, its 
prerogatives and what the Word of God says ought 
to be the thing which occupies our heart, which is 
Christ.

A lack of awareness of spiritual gifting – when one 
becomes a believer he/she receives one or more 
spiritual gifts which are intended as spiritual 
abilities given by God to serve the body of Christ.



4/23/2017

27

A lack of awareness of spiritual gifting – when one 
becomes a believer he/she receives one or more 
spiritual gifts which are intended as spiritual 
abilities given by God to serve the body of Christ.

Usually, one is unaware of their spiritual gift(s) 
because they have not matured sufficiently or due 
to spiritual lethargy. But as you grow in the Word 
you will experience a desire to serve the God in his 
church in which your spiritual gift(s) will act as an 
impetus.

Fear of the unknown – this is a psychological 
obstacle which is either self-imposed or real in the 
sense that you detect that there is a lack of certain 
safety in investing yourself. You observe what can 
be unsafe people who are psychologically and/or 
spiritually unhealthy but who are permitted roles 
and influence with consequences. But as I said, this 
also may be self-imposed for a number of reasons, 
generally due to lack of experience or sometimes 
simply being psychologically immature.
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And these are but a handful of reasons that 
churches do not experience a greater participation 
by its members.

I want to make a concluding statement about 
investment in a local church with respect to 
membership participation.

Never involve yourself based on the anticipated 
judgments of others. That is to say, only serve when 
properly motivated which is your conscience 
toward God, not man.
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Never involve yourself based on the anticipated 
judgments of others. That is to say, only serve when 
properly motivated which is your conscience 
toward God, not man.

If it takes 10 years to spiritual grow until you 
believe you are able with proper motivation 
toward God, then do so. 

When you reprioritize your life for greater service it 
does not mean no more vacations, days enjoying 
swimming, fishing or boating at the lake and so 
forth. But it does mean they will not be your 
priority and it does mean you will enter a zone of 
delayed reward and an attack from the world, the 
flesh and the Devil but God instructs us:
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Galatians 6:9 Let us not lose heart in doing 
good, for in due time we will reap if we do 
not grow weary.

One the other hand, there are those who depart 
from their ecclesiastical association in a manner 
which warrants what is called church discipline.

Next week we will cover Church Discipline.
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End Session One


