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Biblical Inerrancy

Recap from Last Week
• Biblical inerrancy means that God’s

word is inerrant.
• We qualify that description to mean

that God has guided the prophets and
apostles to accurately record His word.
The bible as we have it today
represents the true word of God insofar
as it accurately reflects what was
originally spoken and written.
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Recap from Last Week
• Our records of what was originally

spoken and written is subject to honest
and scholarly criticism. Criticism in this
case refers to critical evaluation which
could be positive or negative.

• Methods of criticism were not
developed as such. Rather, scholars
evaluated the scripture with a critical
(often skeptical) view. The approaches
that they took were later categorized
into different types of criticism.

Recap from Last Week
• Jesus has a view of scripture that it was:

– Inerrant
– God’s Word
– Powerful
– Truthful
– Historically accurate
– Noah and his wife, three sons, and their wives were

saved from a world wide flood
– Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed
– Jonah was in the belly of a whale
– Adam and Eve were the first people
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Recap from Last Week
• Jesus has a view of scripture that it was:

Pointing to Him!

Recap from Last Week
• The Jews who had studied the scripture (Old

Testament) did not realize it was pointing to
Jesus. We realize that because Jesus told the
apostles and they have continued His
teaching.

• The apostles taught the early church directly
and teach us now through their written words
in the New Testament.

• Since the New Testament provides the clear
lens by which we see our salvation as
revealed through all of scripture, the New
Testament is under particular assault.
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Types of Biblical Criticism
• Textual
• Source
• Form
• Tradition
• Redaction
• Literary

Biblical Criticism

Is any of this criticism valid?
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Mark 16: 9 – 20
This footnote appears in the ESV:

Mark 16:9 Some manuscripts end the book with 16:8;
others include verses 9–20 immediately after verse 8. At
least one manuscript inserts additional material after
verse 14; some manuscripts include after verse 8 the
following: But they reported briefly to Peter and those
with him all that they had been told. And after this, Jesus
himself sent out by means of them, from east to west, the
sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal
salvation. These manuscripts then continue with verses 9–
20.

John 7: 53 – 8:11
This note appears in the ESV:

The earliest manuscripts do not
include 7:53 – 8:11.
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Canon of Scripture
The NT scriptures were circulating in
the early church as soon as they were
written.
Church fathers refer to the approved
scriptures in numerous cases starting
in late 1st century (Clement, Iranaeus,
Papias).
All of the NT books were circulating
and read in the early church.

Canon of Scripture
In adopting the canon of scripture,
these books were universally
accepted:

The Old Testament
The New Testament except seven
books that were disputed or the
“antilegomena.”
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Antilegomena
Word was used by the church
historian, Eusebius in AD 325. He was
referring to those books which were
disputed. The dispute was not
concerning whether these books
were read in the church and valued.
The dispute was whether they had
canonical status.

Antilegomena
The antilegomena:

Hebrews
James
2 John
3 John
2 Peter
Jude
Revelation
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Antilegomena
These books were ultimately
accepted and included within our
canon of scripture. The canon was
memorialized in AD 397 at the
Council of Carthage.

Canon of Scripture
How do we respond to the
antilegomena?

Not used as the sedes doctrinae
(seat of doctrine)
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Canon of Scripture
Sedes Doctrinae
Term applied to clear passages of
Scripture that treat individual doctrines
and hence are proof passages for that
doctrine. The view that doctrine is to be
based on such individual passages is
often opposed to the view that doctrine
is to be determined by the entirety of
Scripture.

Attacks on the Bible
1) Question the process:

a) Canon thrown together for political reasons

b) Development of scripture controlled by political processes

c) Written by man, authorship and dates written are uncertain

d) Why were some books excluded? (Gospel of Thomas, Enoch)

2) Question the accuracy:
a) Copies of copies of copies

b) Differences between various manuscript copies

c) Conflicts between passages of the canon

3) Question the validity:
a) Scientific challenges

b) Philosophical challenges
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Attacks on the Bible
Assertion: Canon thrown together for political reasons

Response: When you consider the development of
scripture alongside the development of the early church
this assertion becomes unfounded. The scriptures were
circulating widely in the early church. This is testified to by
numerous church fathers all over the Roman territories.

Assertion: Development of scripture controlled by
political processes

Response: Same as above. The church had a tradition of
critical analysis of the early writings. There was serious
historical and theological consideration given to the task
of memorializing the canon. However, the accepted
scriptures were already widely developed and
canonized in the 1st and 2nd century (Muratorian Canon).

Attacks on the Bible
Response continued: Muratorian Canon written in the 2nd

century (around AD 180) and includes 22 of the 27 NT
books. Also, excludes certain books (Epistle to the
Alexandrians and Epistle to the Laodiceans) because
they appeared to have been falsely attributed to Paul.

Assertion: Written by man, authorship and dates written
are uncertain

Response: Throughout history, God has worked through
humans. God working through man to record His holy
word should not be surprising in the least.

Regarding dates and authorship, there is overwhelming
manuscript evidence which attests to the authorship
and dates of the New Testament.
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Attacks on the Bible
Early church fathers attest to the scriptures prior to 395:

• Clement of Rome, Bishop/Pope (AD 35 – 99)

• Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyred (AD 69 – 155)

• Ignatious, Bishop of Antioch (AD 35 – 108) wrote
numerous epistles which are not part of the canon

• Iranaeus, Bishop of Lyon (AD 130 – 202) wrote “Against
Heresies” in which he referenced the scripture
extensively.

• Eusebius, church historian (AD 265 – 339) wrote
“Historia Ecclesiastica” which provides quotes from
other church fathers

Attacks on the Bible
Papias – Bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia of Asia Minor until
AD 130. As recorded by Eusebius in AD 325:

And the presbyter [John] used to say this, “Mark became
Peter’s interpreter and wrote accurately all that he
remembered, not indeed, in order, of the things said or
done by the Lord. For he had not heard the Lord, nor
had he followed him, but later on, as I said, followed
Peter, who used to give teachings as necessity
demanded but not making, as it were, an arrangement
of the Lord’s oracles, so that Mark did nothing wrong in
writing down single points as he remembered them. For
to one thing he gave attention, to leave out nothing of
what he had heard and to make no false statements in
them.”
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Attacks on the Bible
Assertion: Copies of copies of copies

Assertion: Numerous errors/differences in copies

Response:

The “errors/differences” are predominantly related to
minor differences. For example, differences like “Jesus
said” or “Jesus then said.”

In fact, no biblical doctrine has ever been overturned on
account of any differences.

Regarding manuscript evidence, the NT evidence puts
all other documents in history to shame.

Author Date Written Earliest Copy Approximate Time Span 
between original & copy

Number of Copies Accuracy of Copies

Lucretius died 55 or 53 B.C. 1100 yrs 2 ----

Pliny A.D. 61-113 A.D. 850 750 yrs 7 ----

Plato 427-347 B.C. A.D. 900 1200 yrs 7 ----

Demosthenes 4th Cent. B.C. A.D. 1100 800 yrs 8 ----

Herodotus 480-425 B.C. A.D. 900 1300 yrs 8 ----

Suetonius A.D. 75-160 A.D. 950 800 yrs 8 ----

Thucydides 460-400 B.C. A.D. 900 1300 yrs 8 ----

Euripides 480-406 B.C. A.D. 1100 1300 yrs 9 ----

Aristophanes 450-385 B.C. A.D. 900 1200 yrs 10 ----

Caesar 100-44 B.C. A.D. 900 1000 yrs 10 ----

Livy 59 BC-AD 17 ---- ??? 20 ----

Tacitus circa A.D. 100 A.D. 1100 1000 yrs 20 ----

Aristotle 384-322 B.C. A.D. 1100 1400 yrs 49 ----

Sophocles 496-406 B.C. A.D. 1000 1400 yrs 193 ----

Homer (Iliad) 900 B.C. 400 B.C. 500 yrs 643 95%

New
1st Cent. A.D.
(A.D. 50-100)

2nd Cent. A.D.
less than 100 years 5600 99.50%

Testament (c. A.D. 130 f.)

Information from www.carm.org (Christian Apologetics & Research Ministry)
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Attacks on the Bible
Assertion: Why were some books excluded? (Gospel of
Thomas, Enoch)

Response: This attests to the fact that the canon was not
selected in an arbitrary process. Rather, each book was
carefully considered. The evidence was weighed and
the canon was adopted following serious evaluation.

Assertion: There are conflicts between passages of the
canon. Conflicts mean that it is not inerrant.

Response: This is a subject that requires careful
consideration for each instance where it is asserted.
There are some passages that appear to conflict with
others. However, in every case, there is a resolution.

Attacks on the Bible
Assertion: Modern science disproves the bible.

Response: There are many responses to this assertion.
Here are just a couple.

Dead people don’t rise from the dead.

Humans 2000 years ago understood death. In fact, I
would argue that they understood it better because
they had more direct experience with it. Jesus rose from
the dead. But you say, “that can’t happen.” I agree,
except for the time that Jesus rose from the dead. The
unique nature of this is what makes it so significant. And
don’t tell me that people were ignorant rubes who were
duped. Roman soldiers knew how to execute a person
and all people knew what death was.
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Attacks on the Bible
The entire world could not have been flooded. Even if it
rained across the entire world for 40 days it would not
flood the entire earth.

Actually, God’s word says that water burst forth from the
deep. In other words, the flood was more than rain. It
was a cataclysmic event in which forces which have not
been seen since caused tremendous changes to the
earth. Mountains were formed as plates shifted and
water burst forth. I know it sounds unbelievable.
However, remember that the person who rose from the
dead, Jesus, said that it happened.

Attacks on the Bible
The earth is billions of years old. The bible is all wrong
about creation. Humans are a result of evolutionary
forces.

It takes more faith to believe that humans developed
through evolution than to believe they were created by
an intelligent being. Evolution is a theory, not hard
science, and it cannot account for the development of
information along with many other gaps. It has never
been observed as a creative force. The time required for
evolution to occur according to the theory is far greater
than the supposed age of the earth. The multiverse
theory has been developed to attempt to address this
latest problem.
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Attacks on the Bible
Christ’s body and blood cannot be contained within a
wafer and wine.

God created the universe by His word. He speaks reality
into existence. Therefore, when he says, “This is my
body,” it is his body. At the same time, he did not say
that it was his body only and no longer a wafer.

Attacks on the Bible
Assertion: Philosophical challenges deal with issues of
morality as it is popularly defined. For example, God is
love, therefore God would not oppose consensual love
on the basis of gender, marriage, species, etc. Also, he
wouldn’t destroy and kill people (flood, hellfire, etc.).

God’s ways are inscrutable. He so far exceeds humans
that we cannot expect to understand everything about
Him. He has revealed himself to us through His word.

He does love us and all humans. “Not wanting that any
should perish, but that all should come to a knowledge
of the truth.” He does judge sin. He looks at the heart.
Because of our inability to satisfy the law perfectly, He
provided a way of salvation. The way is Jesus Christ, God
incarnate, who paid the price for our sins.


