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Announcements
Coffee Fellowship – Volunteers Needed ☺

Upcoming “Reconciliation Class” – Pastor Hank will 
be leading a small group, limited-number class on 
Christians and their reconciliation in conflict. It will 
run for 8 weeks from 8 Jan – 26 Feb. It is being 
limited to 10 sign-ups and no more, first come, first 
serve. Please only sign-up if you are willing to 
commit to attending during the entire class other 
than the necessity due to sickness or being out of 
town.
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Today we will enter into chapter 4 of our study of 
Galatians. As we have learned, Abraham was not 
merely one who was given a promise of a 
geographical land and a biological heir (Jacob) but 
there was a greater covenant given of which we, 
and all who come to believe, partake (Gal.3:6-9).

Abraham believed God and was justified by God 
because he exercised his faith in God’s promise of 
a coming redeemer and by nothing else. In no way 
does it speak of Abraham meriting justification.

Before entering chapter 4, into which chapter 3 
bleeds, let’s look at the context of the latter 
portion of chapter 3, again, Gal 3:23-29:
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23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody 
under the law, being shut up to the faith which was 
later to be revealed. 24 Therefore the Law has 
become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we 
may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has 
come, we are no longer under a tutor. 26 For you are 
all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 

27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then 
you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to 
promise.
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The child under the law doesn’t mean he is not 
saved, that isn’t the point here, nor is Paul saying 
that “faith” wasn’t the protocol of God for 
salvation before the coming of Christ.

He is referring, with the terms “faith” and “the 
faith”, to not just believing the gospel but all of the 
components or assets which are part of the 
believer during the church age that were not part 
of the believer’s life before.

This is why he refers to being under the tutor of 
the law, before, as compared to now, where we 
are not under that tutor (Gal. 3:25).

He says, in verse 27, when you believe you are 
“baptized into Christ and have clothed yourself 
with Christ” where we are all believer priests now, 
an entire nation or class of priests, which leads 
him to say, thus:
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28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

So, as Paul appeals to the Galatian leaders and any 
of those following these leaders who have re-
inserted parts the Theocratic code, he is going to 
lead to a practical application of all of this. So let’s 
follow him into chapter 4.
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1 Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not 
differ at all from a slave although he is owner of 
everything, 2 but he is under guardians and 
managers until the date set by the father. 3 So also 
we, while we were children, were held in bondage 
under the elemental things of the world. 

4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent 
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 
5 so that He might redeem those who were under 
the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 
6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit 
of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 

Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if 
a son, then an heir through God.
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In chapter 4:1-3 Paul is using an illustration of the 
ancient social setting in which a child, at that time 
(partly true today but not exactly the same) had 
no freedom. He or she was practically in bondage 
in that he or she could actually be sold as a slave, 
even though they might be the inheritor of a great 
deal.

Paul is bringing to bear the reality that the former 
condition, under the Theocracy of Israel and its 
extensive code or protocols, was inferior to what 
we now have.

While believers in every period were always born 
again, that is - made alive spiritually, they did not 
have as the normative and universal condition, the 
Spirit of God permanently residing in them as a 
temple for the Shekinah glory (The Trinity).

The Spirit of God coming upon men or women 
before the inauguration of the church was 
selective and limited in duration and not like the 
function of the church age believer making 
him/her a priest and the temple where God now 
dwells.
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OT Context:

Samuel 10:10

2Chronicles 15:1

Exodus 31:1-5

NT Context:

John 20:22

Acts 2:1-4

Acts 8:14-17

Acts 19:1-7

Galatians 3:2 (normative expectation for all xians)

Mark 14:58 (Jesus introduces human temple)

1 Corinthians 3:16
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Paul continues his discussion with these Galatian 
leaders in his letter with reference to their 
understanding of how it was during the Theocracy 
of Israel compared to now, during the church age. 
He then issues a very practical illustration with a 
poignant question.

8 However at that time, when you did not know 
God, you were slaves to those which by nature are 
no gods. 9 But now that you have come to know 
God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that 
you turn back again to the weak and worthless 
elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved 
all over again? 10 You observe days and months and 
seasons and years. 11 I fear for you, that perhaps I 
have labored over you in vain.
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What Paul is referring to by “days, months, 
seasons and years” is the Jewish calendar of 
prescribed observations from God for the 
Theocracy of Israel along with some of the 
Pharisaical additions that were adopted. Generally, 
though, this is with reference to - Sabbaths, feasts, 
celebrations, jubilees and various legislated days 
off. 

Why would these ethnically Jewish 
Christians, retreat or regress back into 

attempting to observe the law?
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• Failure to exercise faith.

• Refusal to accept that their once divinely 
ordained practices are no longer of any 
significance to God.

• Fear of the unknown.

• Rejecting authoritative teaching.

Are there any ways in which 
Evangelical/Protestant/Lutheran 
Christians can be guilty of this?
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• Creating a false Sabbath replacement. The 
Sabbath was to point us to Christ, who is our 
eternal Sabbath. 

• The over-valuing of liturgical forms to the injury 
of a church.

• Lent – looking down on others who do not 
observe it or those that do.

• The National Day of Prayer.

• Spirituality via dieticians.

Concluding today’s lesson we will read Galatians 
4:12-20 and observe a few things:

• Paul appeals to them with reference to his past 
and says to become like him (he was a Hebrew 
of Hebrews but now identifies as a new spiritual 
species).

• Starting right does not guarantee finishing right, 
we can veer off-track, take our eyes of off truth 
and occupation with Christ and trade it for 
many substitutes, even religious ones.
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• When a Christian becomes antagonistic to 
sound doctrine, he/she will view teachers of 
sound doctrine as the problem.

• False teachers will love-bomb you with the goal 
of winning you over to the point of shutting you 
out from the influence of sound doctrine and 
enslavement to their proprietary “special 
enlightenment” aberrant teaching.

12 I beg of you, brethren, become as I am, for I also 
have become as you are. You have done me no 
wrong; 13 but you know that it was because of a 
bodily illness that I preached the gospel to you the 
first time; 14 and that which was a trial to you in my 
bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but 
you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus 
Himself.
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15 Where then is that sense of blessing you had? For 
I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have 
plucked out your eyes and given them to me. 16 So 
have I become your enemy by telling you the truth? 
17 They eagerly seek you, not commendably, but 
they wish to shut you out so that you will seek them. 

18 But it is good always to be eagerly sought in a 
commendable manner, and not only when I am 
present with you. 19 My children, with whom I am 
again in labor until Christ is formed in you— 20 but I 
could wish to be present with you now and to 
change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.
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End Lesson


