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Announcements
Coffee Fellowship – Volunteers Needed ☺

Upcoming “Reconciliation Class” – Pastor Hank will 
be leading a small group, limited-number class on 
Christians and their reconciliation in conflict. It will 
run Sunday mornings 9:30 – 10:30 AM for 8 weeks 
from 8 Jan – 26 Feb. It is being limited to 10 sign-ups 
and no more, first come, first serve. Please only sign-
up if you are willing to commit to attending during 
the entire class other than the necessity due to 
sickness or being out of town.
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Announcements
4 Dec – Ask (stump) the Pastor. Pastor Hank (if we 
get enough questions) is scheduled to teach the 
fellowship hall class on Sunday, the week before the 
voter’s meeting. He is inviting questions to be 
submitted of any kind relevant to our Christian lives, 
both practical and theological. Please submit them 
by writing them on paper or emailing Pastor Hank at 

pastorhank@rlcnn.org

hhollar@Hotmail.com

Announcements
18 Dec – Our final class of the year will be taught by 
Andy Lewis and will be focusing on some of the 
myths and symbols surrounding Christmas.

25 Dec - Holy day break. No class.

1 Jan – Holiday break. No class
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Last week we saw a couple of outstanding things 
in Paul’s writing. Firstly, we saw: 

Believers, during the Theocracy of Israel with its 
extensive civil/religious/moral codification, lived 
in an inferior context in comparison to the 
realities of the believer during the church age.

Unique Church Age Believer AssetsUnique Church Age Believer AssetsUnique Church Age Believer AssetsUnique Church Age Believer Assets

•Baptized by the Holy Spirit  
Matt 3:11, 1 Cor. 12:13

• Indwelling of the Holy Spirit  
making your body the 
Temple of God 1 Cor. 6: 19-
20

•Every Christian is a Priest  

1 Pt 2:5,9

•Sacrifices are now spiritual  
1 Pt 2:5

•Divine royalty, adopted 
into God’s family Rom 8:5

•Freed from the penalty of 
the Mosaic Law Gal. 3:10-
13

•The Indwelling of God the 
Father and God the Son 
John 14:20,23

•We share in Christ’s 
eternal future 1 Pt. 1:4
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Let us turn to Hebrews, chapter 10. I want to 
finalize the emphasis of the old economy that God 
had vs. the new economy for the church age 
believer.

You may ask why? Why did God unfold things this 
way? 

The answer came last week. “When the fullness of 
time came.” God, indeed, planned in eternity past, 
to incorporate human events - the will and work of 
man - into his plan of man’s salvation. Thus, this 
slow but certain unfolding and revealing and now 
grand blessing is with us.

As I read and you follow along, please take the 
time to think about what you are seeing. This is 
the comparison of the old to the superior nature 
of the new.
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1 The law is only a shadow of the good things that 
are coming—not the realities themselves. For this 
reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated 
endlessly year after year, make perfect those who 
draw near to worship. 2 Otherwise, would they not 
have stopped being offered? For the worshipers 
would have been cleansed once for all, and would 
no longer have felt guilty for their sins. 3 But those 
sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins. 4 It is 
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 
away sins.

5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he 
said:

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,

but a body you prepared for me;

6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings

you were not pleased.

7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in 
the scroll—

I have come to do your will, my God.’ ”
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8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt 
offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor 
were you pleased with them”—though they were 
offered in accordance with the law. 9 Then he said, 
“Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets 
aside the first to establish the second. 10 And by 
that will, we have been made holy through the 
sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

11 Day after day every priest stands and performs 
his religious duties; again and again he offers the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 

But when this priest had offered for all time one 
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
God, 13 and since that time he waits for his enemies 
to be made his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he 
has made perfect forever those who are being made 
holy.
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15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he 
says:

16 “This is the covenant I will make with them

after that time, says the Lord.

I will put my laws in their hearts,

and I will write them on their minds.” 

17 Then he adds:

“Their sins and lawless acts

I will remember no more.” 

18 And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin 
is no longer necessary.

Secondly, we observed:

The Galatian believers started with sound doctrine 
but allowed themselves to be enticed by false 
teaching which appealed to spiritually immature 
thinking or those who had matured in the faith but 
then, turned toward human rationalization/arrogance 
which promotes works righteousness.
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The Christian life, while not just unique but rather 
divinely ordained and accompanied by the many 
spiritual assets given to us, is still one in which we 
are told there are many pitfalls in our pursuit of 
the spiritual high ground or advancing to spiritual 
maturity.

Obstacles to spiritual maturity:

• Not desiring the pure milk of God’s Word 1 Pt 2:2

• Identifying with the old man Eph. 4:22, Col 3:9

• Not yielding to the Spirit of God in you and allowing 
Him to have control in your life Eph. 5:18

• Refusing forgiveness Eph. 4:32

• Not mixing God’s Word with faith, treating it as an 
academic subject only Hebrews 4:2

• Intellectual arrogance and games with God in 
preferring humanism 2 Timothy 4:3
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2 Timothy 4:3

For the time will come when people will not put 
up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their 
own desires, they will gather around them a 
great number of teachers to say what their 
itching ears want to hear.

Remember, Paul is talking about Christians doing 
this!

So, let’s now complete chapter 4 and enter into 
chapter 5. We will begin at Galatians 4:21.
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21 Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are 
you not aware of what the law says? 22 For it is 
written that Abraham had two sons, one by the 
slave woman and the other by the free woman. 23 

His son by the slave woman was born according to 
the flesh, but his son by the free woman was born as 
the result of a divine promise.

24 These things are being taken figuratively: The 
women represent two covenants. One covenant is 
from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be 
slaves: This is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar stands for Mount 
Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of 
Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her 
children. 26 But the Jerusalem that is above is free, 
and she is our mother. 27 For it is written:
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“Be glad, barren woman,

you who never bore a child;

shout for joy and cry aloud,

you who were never in labor;

because more are the children of the desolate 
woman

than of her who has a husband.”

(Isaiah 54:1)

28 Now you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are 
children of promise. 29 At that time the son born 
according to the flesh persecuted the son born by 
the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. 30 But 
what does Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave 
woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will 
never share in the inheritance with the free 
woman’s son.” 31 Therefore, brothers and sisters, 
we are not children of the slave woman, but of the 
free woman.
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Galatians 5:1:

1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand 
firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened 
again by a yoke of slavery.

We either believe God’s declaration or we do not. 
Either we take God at his Word or we simply opt 
for doubt. 

God has declared the person who has believed the 
gospel to be justified. This is a legal rendering kept 
by the person of Christ. That person is adopted 
into the family of God and it is God’s integrity that 
keeps the promise of his/her salvation!
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Do not - the great Apostle implores - run back to 
the shadows of the old way and use them in 
offering some kind of human merit to God as a 
means to salve your conscience because you will 
be just like Martin Luther before his 
enlightenment to salvation, miserable - whether 
that misery lies in knowing you can never do 
enough but keep trying in vain or in arrogance, 
believing your self-righteous delusion which will 
end up making you hate people who are not like 
you never mind despising the true gospel.

God, through Paul, is going to give us a warning in 
verses 5:2-6
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2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let 
yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value 
to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets 
himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey 
the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified 
by the law have been alienated from Christ; you 
have fallen away from grace. 

5 For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the 
righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has 
any value. The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love.
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Once a Christian falls for attempting to merit the 
approbation of God, once a Christian forgets how 
he/she was justified, in a very practical sense, 
Christ becomes useless to them.

Instead of joyously coming to God by faith and 
resting in the continued and unending application 
of our justification by God the Father toward us, 
we, when we opt for human righteousness, 
become miserable before God, in doubt, never 
sure of our position and promise.

7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you 
to keep you from obeying the truth? 8 That kind of 
persuasion does not come from the one who calls 
you. 9 “A little yeast works through the whole batch 
of dough.” 10 I am confident in the Lord that you will 
take no other view. The one who is throwing you 
into confusion, whoever that may be, will have to 
pay the penalty. 
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11 Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching 
circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that 
case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 12 

As for those agitators, I wish they would go the 
whole way and emasculate themselves!

There is a trio of agents often called, “the world, 
the flesh and the Devil” who do not want you to 
advance to spiritual maturity.

Goodtime Charlie, Leisure Lisa, Money Mike, Bitter 
Betty, Drunken Dave, Sultry Susanna, Apathy Andy, 
Temptation Tommy and Intellectual Igor are just 
some of the people who want to cut into your 
spiritual life.
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In this case, however, we have False Teacher Fanny 
who wants to appeal to your sense of self-
righteousness and “smartest-person-in-the-room” 
tendency. 

After all, justification by faith is so worn out and 
abused. I mean, look at all the Christians sinning 
and offering God nothing for their sins and simply 
resting in faith in the work of Christ on their 
behalf. This just can’t be what the Bible teaches. 

And that is just the beginning of the misdirection 
people want to offer because they, themselves, 
are going in the wrong direction and when 
someone is wrong, he/she instinctively seeks to 
recruit people to going his/her wrong-way party to 
feel better his/her their error.
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In closing, I agree that we have reiterated the issue 
of our justification repeatedly and you might 
consider it too exhaustive a repetition. That may 
be true. 

But do consider this. Once a believer loses his/her 
way on justification, once they forget the nature of 
what they believed to be saved, everything they 
learn by way of doctrinal or Biblical teaching after 
that is skewed by this. To fall from this view is to 
destroy the foundation of all other doctrinal 
learning.

End Lesson


