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Begin Session Eight
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Citation and credit for much of this study: 

Arnold, Clinton E., Ph.D. Zondervan 

Illustrated Bible Backgrounds 

Commentary. Grand Rapids, Zondrevan, 
2002. Print.

Upcoming: . 

Beginning 22 May and running until 3 July, the 
Resurrection fellowship hall Sunday adult Bible study 
class will be hosting a special series which will focus on 
issues facing both working and college, young adults. 
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Each session is based on intimate lectures given by 
various theological Professors on topics such as 
Bioethics, Relativism, the Hermeneutics of Human 
Sexuality and the Five Campus Dogmas. There will be 
time for questions and answers at the end of most 
sessions and we wish to encourage as many adults, 
young and old but particularly our early adults, to attend 
this series. The class is scheduled to run for seven 
weeks.

Needed

• Fellowship Coffee Hosts, Especially for our 22 May – 3 
July 

• Don’t forget Easter Breakfast sign-up
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Last week we almost finished our session in Philippians 
2:1-4 and had some good discussion. Today, we will pick 
up where we left off and then enter into our study of the 
emptying or divesting by our Savior of his expressed 
glory and into his incarnational form, as a man, giving us 
the God-man, the hypostatic union.

Hypostasis is a transliterated word from the Greek, 
ὑπόστασις which Greek scholar, Mounce, states as its 
definition:

pr. a standing under; a taking of a thing upon one's 
self; an assumed position, an assumption of a 
specific character, 2 Cor. 11:17; an engagement 
undertaken with regard to the conduct of others, a 
vouching, 2 Cor. 9:4; or of one's self, a pledged 
profession, Heb. 3:14; an assured impression, a 
mental realizing, Heb. 11:1; a substructure, basis; 
subsistence, essence, Heb. 1:3*

So with those qualifying and opening remarks, let’s 
complete last week’s lesson and move forward.



3/13/2016

5

1 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if 
there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship 
of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make my 
joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining 
the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 
humility of mind regard one another as more important 
than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own 
personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

With humility, regard others as more important than 
yourself, looking out not only for the self but others –
this principle has regularly been misunderstood and 
misapplied by Christians or well-meaning people with 
the Bible in their hand because the qualifier, “with 
humility” is often ignored.

Looking out for others and regarding them as more 
important than yourself, without humility, is a poor 
imitation but often the one modeled.

What do I mean? Well, let’s first understand humility.
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Humility is not groveling or self-effacement. Humility is a 
true assessment of reality beginning first with our 
comparison to the perfect and spotless Savior, the 
second Adam, our redeemer, Christ the Lord. One which 
causes us to understand why God provided his ongoing 
and endless forgiveness in the gospel and guarantee of 
eternal life based on his integrity and not our own. 

It brings us to the humble understanding of our need of 
mercy and grace but as well, it helps us understand why 
God doesn’t simply solve all of our problems, instantly, 
but works to cause us to grow in faith into spiritually 
mature believer-priests.

When we see life from a divine viewpoint, which only 
comes from God’s Word having been systematically 
inculcated into our souls, we respond with God’s values, 
love, care, and boundaries always in the interests of 
others even in difficult judgments. We forgive, we 
redeem, we help, but we also rebuke in love, correct and 
instruct.
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Secondly, humility also truthfully assesses ourselves as 
individual beings, God’s creation, measuring, in truth, 
our strengths and weaknesses as well as the strengths 
and weakness of others and then, when truthfully 
identified, we place the value and needs of others as a 
premium because we, through humility, know their true 
need and our genuine ability, if it exists, to meet that 
need.

Frequently Christians get in over their heads trying to do 
everything for everyone when they neither have the 
resources or ability. That isn’t humility, it is arrogance.

They over-estimate themselves in arrogance and 
errantly measure others, believing these others need 
someone and something they likely don’t actually need 
and worse, that we are both that person and provision 
they so desperately need.

We are anxious to save people from themselves in which 
case, we end up having to, or at least vainly attempting 
to, live their lives for them. Wrong!
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Churches can be this way. Sometimes they are led by 
sincere but not well-grounded leadership which falls for 
fads in meeting all the next generation’s immediate 
wants instead of understanding that discipleship is a life-
long process which generally does not involve constant 
new things but the same thing, God’s Word well taught 
and his sacraments in worship. Remember, the people of 
Israel were given manna from heaven but eventually 
rejected it for immediate wants of other, tasty foods.

True humility knows what is Biblically best and cares so 
much for others it refuses to yield to what is not best 
though it seems it will satisfy.

And so now, after saying all this Paul gives us the 
spiritual crème de la crème of all directives. It is the 
ultimate in a life preoccupied with Christ which will lead 
not only to spiritual maturity and greater fellowship with 
God but camaraderie among believers which means a 
spiritually prosperous church with maximum divine 
blessing because you all are sharing in the life of Christ, 
modeled by Christ and now imitated by you, in following 
this prescription.
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5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 

Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 

9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and 
bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, 
of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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So, before we study the passage, itself, with its key 
elements I want to cover errant teaching regarding this 
portion of Scripture. While I have referred to this in 
various ways, the emptying, the humbling or the kenosis 
of Christ (based on the Greek word), there is a school of 
theology predominant in the Charismatic movement, 
which likes to call it “The Kenosis Doctrine” but errs in its 
teachings and is subsequently referred to a “the kenosis 
error”. So if you encounter teaching on this passage and 
the author uses The Kenosis of Christ, be aware, just 
because he uses a Greek word for a description doesn’t 
mean his is going to be correct.

The Kenosis Error – basically, the kenosis error, which is 
the most broad and modern error on this passage and 
extensively popular among most Charismatics (those 
who claim to speak in tongues, possess the apostolic 
sign gift of physical healing at will, and other miraculous 
sign gifts) but a common one throughout the ages, is 
that when Christ is described by Paul emptying himself, 
they teach that this means he laid aside, completely, his 
divinity and lived completely and only as a man.
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Part of this thinking is from the influences and demands 
of a faulty theology in other places which has forced 
them to rationalize this position. That “other places” is 
the Charismatic interpretation of the promise in John 
14:12 that believers will do greater works than Christ.

Conservative Evangelical Bob DeWaay cites this view as 
expressed by popular Charismatic teacher, Bill Johnson 
in his book, “When Heaven Invades Earth” .

(http://www.cicministry.org/commentary/issue124.htm)

“Bill Johnson embraces a doctrine that teaches that 
during His earthly ministry Jesus operated only as a 
man and not God. Johnson claims that Christ laid 
aside His divinity. Johnson says, "He performed 
miracles, wonders, and signs, as a man in right 
relationship to God . . . . not as God. If He performed 
miracles because He was God, then they would be 
unattainable for us" (Johnson: 29; emphasis and 
ellipses in original).”
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“Johnson's theology requires that Christians do 
greater miracles than Jesus. If Jesus' divinity had any 
influence on His mighty works, then we might think 
we could not do the same (and rightly so). So Johnson 
embraces what is often called the kenosis heresy—
that Jesus laid aside His divine nature. He writes 
elsewhere: "He laid his divinity aside as He sought to 
fulfill the assignment given to Him by the Father . . ." 
(Johnson: 79).”

I am not intending on a protracted treatment of all the 
errors but did want to point out this one which has 
many forms, some to a greater degree and some to a 
lesser degree. Of course, the way to combat error is to 
know the truth, hence, we will now look at our passage 
and understand the orthodox or normative view that is 
theologically harmonious or Biblically consanguineous.
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We will consider this textual portion of Paul’s letter in 
three stages:

• The emptying

• The suffering

• The glorification

Sound familiar? Yes, this is the course or the path of the 
Christian life. 

The Emptying

Although existing (or subsisting) in the form of God – the 
word for form, here, is μορφῇ (morphe) which generally 
refers to an outward form or expression. We are familiar 
with the expression, “to morph into”. 

This is relevant to the manifest expression of his person, 
which was conveyed in the form of perfect glory. Christ, 
before his advent and incarnation, was not clothed as a 
man but expressly as the divine. 
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And in exactly what form was Christ before his 
incarnation?

Here are but a handful of his preincarnate expressions.

• As Creator – Col 1:16

• As the Angel of the Lord between the camp of the 
Egyptians and Israel at the Red Sea – Exodus 14:19

• As both a cloud by day and pillar of fire at night to 
guide Israel in the wilderness – Exodus 13:21-22

• As the Captain of the Host (army) of the Lord – Joshua 
5:13-15

If it were referring to his Deity, that is, who he is 
properly and with respect to his properties, it would not 
be concerned with morphology or the form he takes but 
of his person and his divine properties.

In other words, if Christ laid down his deity to become 
man it would not have any reference to his form or 
morphology and instead of stating:

who, existing in the form of God 

would state:

who existing as God
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did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped –
the word for equality is ἴσα (isa) which pretty much 
means just this. 

The second concept, “a thing to be grasped” again is 
well translated. The idea is that this equality was not 
something Christ viewed as a thing he determined had 
to be clung to at all costs or else he would declare 
himself to have been robbed (i.e. the King James 
translation).

Now understand, our Savior wasn’t simply concluding  
that his glorious form was something which could be laid 
aside for any reason. Oh no. 

His conclusion, that his gloriously expressed form, was 
not something to be grasped had to do with why he 
concluded such a thing. And it was because it was going 
to be necessary in order to become a man and die for us 
as the second Adam.

He determined that our salvation was more important 
than his immitigable and unimpeachable divine right to 
his glorious form; for us, the worms who naturally did 
not and do not love him.
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And when we understand that Scripture is speaking in 
the context of the morphological aspects or divine 
expression in its glory we understand what it was just 
that which he laid aside and not his deity, particularly 
when we see what form he took up in its place.

But with respect to the idea that Jesus laid aside any 
portion of his deity, Deeway states in quoting another 
theologian:

If God laid aside one of his attributes, the immutable 
undergoes a mutation, the infinite suddenly stops 
being infinite; it would be the end of the universe. 
God cannot stop being God and still be God. So we 
can't talk properly of God laying aside his deity to take 
humanity upon himself.
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but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, 
and being made in the likeness of men

emptied – the word here is ἐκένωσεν (ekenōsen) whose 
root word is κενόω from which we get kenosis or the 
kenosis of Christ.

Generally it means to take away the value of something 
so that it is perceived as valueless. It may or may not be 
true, that its true value has been removed, but it does 
mean to remove whatever properties will make its true 
value unrecognizable and to do so by divestiture of such 
properties.

We cannot see omniscience, omnipresence, 
omnipotence, foreknowledge, sovereignty, perfect love 
and perfect justice and so on, those attributes which 
make God, God. It is the expression of those attributes 
and so our Savior left that expression and took another 
expression. He divested himself of the free use and glory 
of his deity to become an man of obedience and 
inglorious in form but truly, still eternal glory and divinity 
but in the unrecognizable form of an inglorious man. 



3/13/2016

18

Bond-servant – here we see a form of the regularly 
employed Greek word for slave/servant which is δοῦλος
(doulos). It means pretty much what it says but also we 
must always consider the context with its nuances.

Here, the second person of the Godhead morphs into a 
human via the divine seed which conceives with a 
human egg in Mary, his mother. So in addition to being 
God, he now is expressed as a human. 

He will experience, not merely in playing a part but in 
actually being human, all the limits of humanity while 
still possessing his divinity, though limited in its 
expression.

A Pastor from Texas, Tommy Nelson, states about the 
incomparable Christ:

The text tells us. From the “form of God” He took the 
“form of a man.” Christ emptied Himself of His 
expression, or “form.” He laid aside His expression as 
God or His glory. He also laid aside the free use of His 
deity to escape the weakness of humanity. He would 
“become as His brethren in all things.” He would not 
use His deity to escape the weakness of the humanity 
He had assumed. He was a true man not just an 
appearance of a man as were the Old Testament 
theophanies.
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The first and last temptations of Christ were just this 
very thing.

“If you are the Son of God turn these stones into 
bread.” Could He have done so? Certainly. The 
power was His. Would He? Certainly not. Because 
you and I cannot.

“If you are the Christ take yourself down from the 
cross.” Could He? Certainly. Would He? Certainly 
not. Because man cannot remove himself from death 
and judgment.

I cannot explain the nature of the dynamic of being both 
God and man and possessing both the nature and need 
to learn as a man while still being God but it occurred. 
God limited the expression of his properties for us that 
he may become us and was us and of course, died as us 
and for us. No one will fully understand on this earth, 
and I am not sure in heaven, the full dynamics or 
mechanics of how this occurred but we believe and will 
know more, far more, in eternity future.
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Finally, today, I skipped something earlier, the command 
at the beginning of the text to “let this mind be in you”. I 
want to save that for the end of the lesson next week as 
we cover the other two segments of this portion of 
Scripture. This is mainly because I believe we need to 
know what mind it is we need to let in us, before we can 
seek to let it in us.

Next week we will cover the other two stages of the 
humbling of Christ as we also prepare for its celebration, 
with great reverence and joy, the following week of 
Easter.

End Session Eight


