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• Fellowship Coffee Hosts, Especially for our 
22 May – 3 July 
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Begin Session Twelve

Today we will complete Philippians chapter two and 
then venture into chapter three. Chapter three concerns 
false teaching in the church.

The section for today in chapter two contains some 
historical material but imbedded within it, as always, are 
doctrinal realities. 

So please turn in your Bibles to Philippians 2:19-30.
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Exceptionalism and Spiritual Nobility: Timothy and 
Epaphroditus:

19But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you 
shortly, so that I also may be encouraged when I learn of 
your condition. 20For I have no one else of kindred spirit 
who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare. 21For 
they all seek after their own interests, not those of 
Christ Jesus. 22But you know of his proven worth, that 
he served with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a 
child serving his father. 23Therefore I hope to send him 
immediately, as soon as I see how things go with me; 
24and I trust in the Lord that I myself also will be coming 
shortly. 

Exceptionalism and Spiritual Nobility: Timothy and 

Epaphroditus:

25But I thought it necessary to send to you 
Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow 
soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my 
need; 26because he was longing for you all and was 
distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 
27For indeed he was sick to the point of death, but God 
had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, 
so that I would not have sorrow upon sorrow. 



4/24/2016

5

Exceptionalism and Spiritual Nobility: Timothy and 

Epaphroditus:

28Therefore I have sent him all the more eagerly so that 
when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be 
less concerned about you. 29Receive him then in the 
Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in high regard; 
30because he came close to death for the work of 
Christ, risking his life to complete what was deficient in 
your service to me.

Timothy, as we read here and elsewhere (1 Timothy 1:2), 
is Paul’s ecclesiastical and spiritual protégé and is an 
Apostolic delegate for Paul who has shared in many of 
Paul’s efforts, both the suffering and the fruit.

Epaphroditus is actually a Philippian, himself. He was 
sent to Paul (Phil. 4:18) by the Philippian church and 
then invested himself so much in the work of God that 
he almost died. The Philippians are distressed to hear of 
this so, upon his revival to good health, Paul sends 
Epaphroditus back to Philippi with this letter.
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3 Things We will Observe in the Text

1. Timothy is said to be the only other minister who 
shared in Paul’s level of concern for the Philippian 
believers. Imagine all the work Paul has done and the 
various people with whom he has worked as the 
greatest Apostle ever and he has but one like-minded 
protégé.

Principle: The more serious you become in your pursuit 
of spiritual maturity, the thinner your like-minded group 
will be. Your interests and priorities are not the many, 
more often the few, it is a default antagonism.

2. Epaphroditus is described by Paul as:

• A brother

• A fellow worker

• A fellow soldier

Before you can be a fellow soldier you must be a fellow 
worker and before a fellow worker, a brother (or sister 
but in this case we have a male so it is brother).
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Being born again, which makes you a brother or sister in 
the Lord, does not automatically make you a fellow 
worker and being a fellow worker does not 
automatically make you a fellow soldier.

If you want a glimpse into the Bema Seat of Christ and 
the judgment to come by Christ in evaluating our lives 
lived for him, here is a glimpse. 

So ask yourself, are you, indeed, a brother or sister in 
the Lord? Are you a fellow worker and are you a fellow 
soldier or at least making that your goal?

Principle: No one can appropriately lead until they have 
learned to follow. Until you are faithful with little, you 
have no business with much. 
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3. Paul legitimizes public honoring of exceptional 
Christian service, though his handful of special 
commendations tell us that these occasions are not to 
be common.

Ephaphroditus tasted what Timothy and Paul regularly 
faced. He did not shrink back and accepted even the 
most consequential state due to his service.

The extraordinary things such service for our Lord entails 
are regular isolation, abandonment of friends at times, 
rare companions, being misunderstood and personal 
sacrifices which affect our health and so on. 

It is not the social status of titles, worldly achievements 
of amassing fame and fortune, of gaining many 
academic degrees or multiple ecclesiastical (church) 
titles which God instructs the church to honor rather, 
those who serve God, men and women, in exceptional 
ways illustrated by Paul, Timothy and Epaprhoditus.

Principle: Greatness in the kingdom of God involves a 
lessening of your person in the kingdom of this world. 
However, it is not merely the lessening of your person in 
the kingdom of this world but the increasing of Christ in 
your life. The greater Christ is expressed in your life, the 
greater your life is for the kingdom of God.
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So, here we have completed Paul’s main body of thought 
and enter, now, into his conclusion which we find in 
chapters three and four.

Chapter three focuses on false teaching and teachers. 
Today we will summarize the chapter to prepare us for 
the next two weeks in which we will cover actual false 
doctrines being pushed in today’s Protestant/Evangelical 
body and then, when we return in July, after the Young 

Adult Summit Lecture Series, will perform a more 
detailed examination of the chapter and finish the letter, 
as well, before our fall series begins.

Let us first, read the chapter and then I will point to the 
main problem Paul was addressing.

Philippians 3.
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Dogs – this reference is to the fact that dogs lived in the 
streets for the most part and ate whatever was availabe, 
which suggests dietary impurity. Paul is calling them out 
because, in truth, the dietary restrictions were not 
complete, just a handful were carried over, mostly 
convenient ones.

Cutters of the flesh – what Paul aims to do here is reduce 
their view of circumcision to what it was, just cutting of 
the flesh since the covenant to Abraham was just that, 
to his literal/physical children and not prescribed to the 
church.

Problem -The False Circumcision

_____________________________________________

The false circumcision refers to those who taught that 
circumcision, certain dietary observance (but not all!) 
and Sabbath-keeping was required along with faith in 
Christ, for either salvation, confirmation of salvation or 
true spirituality and sanctification if one claimed to be 
saved (there were variations and/or degrees of this 
error).
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In the Old Testament, beginning with Abraham, as part 
of a covenant (promise or contract) God made with 
Abraham (Genesis 17:10), his offspring and the 
subsequent Hebrew nation, circumcision was prescribed 
to their male children if they wished to affirm God’s 
national contract of blessing with Abraham’s children 
which formed the Hebrew nation (we call Israel).

This did not make one born again, however. It only gave 
logistical blessing (outward) both nationally and 
personally. 

However, the Jews became overwhelmingly over-
identified with the outward sign and covenant to the 
neglect of the inward covenant which God offers in 
which the heart is circumcised and one is made alive 
spiritual in believing the gospel.

This ritual of physical circumcision became predominant 
over the real thing, the spiritual circumcision.
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In his great treatise, Paul writes in the book of Romans 
about true circumcision and states in Romans 2:26-29: 

26 So if the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements 
of the Law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as 
circumcision? 27 And he who is physically 
uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you 
who though having the letter of the Law and 
circumcision are a transgressor of the Law? 28 For he is 
not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that 
which is outward in the flesh. 29 But he is a Jew who is 
one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the 
heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is 
not from men, but from God.

To further this and put it in the simplest of light if the 
physical vs. spiritual circumcision issue isn’t clear in your 
mind, look at 1 Corinthians 7:18-19 states:

17 Only, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God 
has called each, in this manner let him walk. And so I 
direct in all the churches. 18 Was any man called when 
he was already circumcised? He is not to become 
uncircumcised. Has anyone been called in 
uncircumcision? He is not to be circumcised. 19 
Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, 
but what matters is the keeping of the commandments 
of God. 20 Each man must remain in that condition in 
which he was called.
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Outward circumcision is nothing!

The problem, here, was basically one of baggage. Many 
believers, when they are saved out of a culture that is 
not oriented around Christian values, carries with them 
into their new Christian walk, stuff from the world and 
their old life.

The Jews were used to the outward covenant. It was not 
merely their status of God’s people that had been lost 
but the loss of the importance of their culture. It was no 
longer relevant in the church, nor is it today. 

Thus, many Jews who became believers, were seduced 
by human arrogance which appealed to their spiritually 
immature minds and lured them back into trying to re-
establish the supremacy of their proprietary practice as 
the Theocracy of Israel (which was now defunct) and 
began included in their Christianity, old ways.
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This is not uncommon with people who practice 
astrology, psychism, spiritualism, voodoo, herbalism, 
naturalism, some form of non Christian theology, 
hedonism or humanism and so on (which is essentially 
everyone). We bring a great deal of “stuff” or permit a 
great deal of “stuff” to be imported into Christianity that 
is not compatible with the doctrines given in the New 
Testament.

Paul describes these people who range from spiritually 
immature and naïve to unsaved and deliberate in the 
end of the chapter we just read:

18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now 
tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the 
cross of Christ, 19 whose end is destruction, whose god 
is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who 
set their minds on earthly things.
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I want you to keep this in mind as we cover some false 
teaching that we, today, face in the church. It is the 
setting of one’s mind on earthly things which produces 
earthly ideas that are inserted into Christian doctrine.

It makes sense to the human mind and frankly, stands to 
reason that it does so, but it is error.

And we will look at some of those errors.


