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Good News for All

• Last week…
•Some children have a naturally 
compliant and joyful nature 

•Some children enter the world 
looking for a fight, with a 
tough, even contrary or 
discontented spirit

Good News for All

• We agreed on two 
foundational truths:

1. All children are born 
sinners, full of selfishness 
and rebellion (just like we 
are)

2. Jesus is the ONLY Savior 
(parents are not)
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Good News for All

• The root of all willful defiance is the 
sinful nature of children

• When our children are born, as loving 
parents we have one major goal, correct?
• To be a good mom or dad

• We pour our every effort into that 
assignment, and really want to do well…

Good News for All

• Only to have our beloved child 
reject our leadership (almost 
from the beginning) and engage 
it what seems like a never ending 
battle of wills

• It’s disheartening, heartbreaking, 
and discouraging to say the least
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Good News for All

• But God designed parents as the 
primary shaper of their child’s 
heart and will, beginning while 
the child is still young

• If it’s His plan, God will provide 
the strength to press forward

Good News for All

• Remember, above all else, 
children need to know that the 
solution to their sin problem is 
the good news of Jesus

• Sharing this good news about 
Jesus is the most significant way 
a parent can shape a child’s will
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Good News for All

• We must make them understand 
that Jesus, and Jesus alone, can 
meet their greatest needs:  for 
forgiveness of sins, for purpose 
in life, and for eternal life

• How do we do that?  Where do 
we start?

Good News for All

• Before parents can teach that 
Jesus alone can meet these 
greatest needs, above all else we 
must introduce them to Jesus

• Spiritual training should begin 
before children can even 
comprehend what it is all about
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Good News for All

• Kids should grow up seeing mom 
and dad honoring God: 
• On their knees praying
• Spending time alone (and in groups) 

studying the Word
• They should be surrounded (at home 

especially, but whenever you’re with 
them) by references to Jesus and 
faith (Deut 6:6-9)

Good News for All

• References to spiritual things, the Bible, 
God’s will for your life or hers, should 
not be limited to Sunday mornings and 
bedtime prayers

• They must permeate the family 
conversations and be part of the fabric of 
our daily lives

• By doing so, you model for your 
children what is most important to you 
(as parents) and to us (as a family)



10/25/2015

7

Good News for All

•Yeah, right Altman, we’re 
all supposed to model the 
perfect, Christ centered, 
“everything is Jesus” 
family…
•Get a clue—this is the real 
world!

Good News for All

• I know that; I’m no Pollyanna
• Sin permeates every facet of our 

lives in this world (boy, don’t I 
know that!)

• What we’ve just described would 
be ideal – if we lived in an ideal 
world

• We don’t…
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Good News for All

• You will fail; you will make 
mistakes; you will contradict 
yourself, act counter to God’s 
will, heck, openly defy God’s 
will when you’re really torqued 
off…

• (Psst – that’s because you mom, 
you dad, are a sinner too!)

Good News for All

• Seeing that you, personally, struggle just 
like they do helps solidify your message:  
we ALL need Jesus

• Your kids know that intrinsically—so 
they’re watching how YOU handle it

• If you don’t react/respond based upon the 
belief system you profess, they will quickly 
discern you’re all hat and no cattle*

*(That’s talk the talk but fail to walk the walk for those 
of you who don’t speak Texan)
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Good News for All

•When you fail (and you 
will), confess it to God 
and to your kids and use 
it as a teaching moment

Good News for All

• Parents only have a limited 
amount of time to serve as 
primary spiritual influencer in 
your children’s lives

• Eventually they will make 
their own choices

• That’s what we want!
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Good News for All

• My intent not to convict anyone here
• No intent to have you going “Wow, I blew it –

my kid is grown up/almost grown up/in his 
pre-teen years – it’s too late”

• It’s never too late! Start this afternoon!
• We have an all powerful God and Savior who 

can change hearts and minds 
• Let Him work thru you to tame, train, and 

convict your strong-willed child about just 
who he or she is in Jesus Christ

Let Love Be Your Guide

• Your strong-willed child will be grown, 
out of your home, and her own before 
you know it

• While she’s still under your roof, you 
can make a difference in who and how 
she leans on to make decisions in her life

• Remember: you are preparing her for the 
time she will no longer be under your 
care – let love be your guide



10/25/2015

11

Let Love Be Your Guide

• Dr Dobson talked about 6 steps for parenting 
a strong-willed child

1. Define the boundaries before they are 
enforced
• Establish expectations before holding your 

strong-willed child responsible for it
• He or she should know what is and is not 

acceptable behavior
• This prevents him from any sense of injustice 

or unfairness when being reprimanded or 
punished for violating a rule

Let Love Be Your Guide

2. When defiantly challenged, respond with confident 
decisiveness

• Once boundaries are established, enforce them

• Not acting when faced with defiant behavior only 
sends the message to your strong-willed child that 
they can do as they please—and it encourages them to 
repeat the unacceptable behavior

• Not acting immediately and decisively also sends the 
message that your words, your rationale (What would 
Jesus do?) and your convictions don’t mean anything
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Let Love Be Your Guide
3. Distinguish between willful defiance and childish 
irresponsibility
• There’s a difference between you telling them to be 

careful not to spill the milk, and they promptly spill it, 
and them looking at you and saying “I won’t do it”

• The first means helping clean up and reminding of 
need for care; the second is a challenge where he’s 
challenging “Who’s in charge here?”

• Such defiance continues to grow if the parent(s) 
doesn’t respond immediately and with appropriate 
consequences

Let Love Be Your Guide
4. Reassure and teach after the confrontation
• After a time of conflict when the parent has 

demonstrated his right to lead (thru appropriate 
consequences and discipline), your strong-willed 
child (no matter what age) will need to be reassured 
and know he is loved

• Open your arms, hold him tightly, remind him you 
love him but don’t like the way he acted

• Remind him why he was punished and how he can 
avoid the same consequence the next time

• Pray with him, admitting to God that we are all 
sinners and in need of His forgiveness
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Let Love Be Your Guide

5. Avoid impossible demands
• Be absolutely sure your child can deliver 

what you require of her
• If she’s not exactly light on her feet, don’t 

pressure her to earn the lead spot in her ballet 
recital

• If the kid can’t hit a curve ball, don’t demand 
he hit clean up and expect him to be the RBI 
king game after game…

• Impossible demands force the child into an 
irresolvable dilemma:  there is no way to win

Let Love Be Your Guide

6. Let love be your guide
• If your child knows that after all 

is said and done you love them 
unconditionally, your 
relationship, his trust in your 
words and teachings, and his 
trust in the Lord will be affirmed 
and strengthened
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Let Love Be Your Guide

• There will come a point where your record as a 
parent will be in the books, your moment by 
moment training routine will end, and the moment 
of release will arrive

• A strong-willed child is, admittedly, tough to raise 
and many times may push you right to the edge

• May be tough to remember while you’re going 
through it, but be confident that that assertiveness 
and determination your strong-willed child displays 
will be an asset when she’s grown and on her own

Let Love Be Your Guide

• Strong-willed children possess a strength 
of character that will help them to succeed 
in life

• No matter the heartache, no matter the 
pain, no matter the effort it takes to steer 
them on the right path, parents will, in the 
end, most likely appreciate and like the 
person that child eventually becomes
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Let Love Be Your Guide

• Help him to know Jesus and what 
Jesus has done for him 

• Eventually (though it may seem a 
distant possibility at this time!), it’s 
through the power of Jesus that he will 
become a strong, confident believer 
capable of furthering the kingdom

QUESTIONS?

THOUGHTS? 
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Next Week…

Dare to Discipline


