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Mind the Gate

• What do you think of when 
you hear the word 
“discipline?”

• Does it have positive or 
negative connotations? 

• What does our culture think 
of/say about discipline?

Mind the Gate

• Discipline is both a noun and a 
verb…
• Noun:  “control that is gained by 

requiring that rules or orders be 
obeyed”

• Verb: “to punish (someone) as a 
way of making sure that rules or 
orders are obeyed”
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Mind the Gate

• In reality, parents utilize discipline the VERB 
(punish so rules obeyed) in order to achieve 
discipline as the NOUN (control)

• Today, true biblical discipline is under attack
• Modern philosophies tell us that disciplining 

according to God’s Word harms a child 
psychologically

• The opposite is actually true – it’s the lack of 
biblical discipline that damages our children

Mind the Gate

• The inspired concepts of Scripture are as 
valid today as they were for our 
ancestors

• The Bible does not give us one simple 
formula for raising perfect kids

• It does, however, give us fundamental 
guidelines for parenting

• To wit….
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Mind the Gate
Deut 21:18-19
“If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son 
who does not obey his father and mother and 
will not listen to them when they discipline 
them, his father and mother shall take hold of 
him and bring him to the elders…”

Prov 1:7
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
discipline.”

Mind the Gate
Prov 5:23
“He will die for lack of discipline, led 
astray by his own great folly.”

Prov 6:23
“For these commands are a lamp, this 
teaching is a light, and the corrections of 
discipline are the way to life.”
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Mind the Gate
Prov 10:17
“He who heeds discipline shows the way 
to life, but whoever ignores correction 
leads others astray.”

Prov 13:18
“He who ignores discipline comes to 
poverty and shame, but whoever heeds 
correction is honored.”

Mind the Gate
Prov 15:5

“A fool spurns his father’s discipline, but 
whoever heeds correction shows prudence.”

Prov 22:15

“Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but 
the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.”
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Mind the Gate
Prov 23:13

“Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you 
punish him with the rod, he will not die.  Punish 
him with the rod and save his soul from 
death.”

Prov 29:17

“Discipline your son, and he will give you 
peace; he will bring delight to your soul.”

Mind the Gate
Heb 12:7-11

“7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is 
treating you as sons. For what son is not 
disciplined by his father? 8 If you are not 
disciplined (and everyone undergoes 
discipline), then you are illegitimate children 
and not true sons. 9 Moreover, we have all had 
human fathers who disciplined us and we 
respected them for it. How much more should 
we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!
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Mind the Gate
Heb 12:7-11

“10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while 
as they thought best; but God disciplines us for 
our good, in order that we may share in his 
holiness.11 No discipline seems pleasant at the 
time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces 
a harvest of righteousness and peace for those 
who have been trained by it.”

Mind the Gate
Rev 3:19

“Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline…”

• Did I mention that the Bible gives us some 
pretty good fundamental guidelines for 
parenting???
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Mind the Gate

• The truth of the matter is children 
blossom in situations where they know 
and understand limits

• They’ll push them, but that doesn’t mean 
they don’t want them

• Boundaries are good for YOU and for 
your children

• Consistent, godly discipline is what is 
best for your children

Mind the Gate

• Children thrive best in an 
atmosphere of love, undergirded by 
reasonable, consistent discipline

• YOU ARE IN CHARGE—there 
must be no confusion about the 
authority in your children’s lives

• You are an extension of God in 
their life, directing them to what is 
right, holy, and pleasing to Him
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The Sun Always Sets

•But Dr Dobson talked 
about anger, right?

•He said “anger does not 
motivate”

•Losing your temper forfeits 
your right to be right

The Sun Always Sets

• When you get angry, Mom, 
you’re the Mom who yelled

• When you get angry Dad, you’re 
the Dad who exasperated his 
child and created an unhealthy 
fear in him

• ANGER UNDERCUTS 
DISCIPLINE
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The Sun Always Sets

• Now, you will get angry with 
your children 
• Jesus got angry!

• Anger itself is not a sin – it’s 
a natural emotion, but it must 
be tempered so that it does 
not control you

Pick Your Battle with the 
End in Mind

• Remember, the purpose of 
disciplining your children is to 
move them toward Christlikeness

• The best way to create 
Christlikeness in your children 
(since you can’t change their hearts) 
is to model Christlike behavior



11/1/2015

11

Pick Your Battle with the 
End in Mind

• Children must be shown the 
love and the justice of God

• Consistent and appropriately 
applied discipline shows your 
children a side of God’s 
character they wouldn’t 
otherwise see

Pick Your Battle with the 
End in Mind

•Discipline will cause 
struggle and pain, but it is 
worth it

•Remember, “happiness” 
isn’t the goal; a Christlike
child is what you’re 
striving for
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Pick Your Battle with the 
End in Mind

• Sparing your children every level 
of pain and suffering is 
ultimately shielding them from 
fully knowing and trusting God

• Integrity and consistency in 
discipline is the best way to 
model godly behavior and 
respectful living

QUESTIONS? 
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Next Week…

Love for A Lifetime


