
Stewardship Thought for the Day 

Resurrection Lutheran Church 

 

19 September 

A Lifetime of Stewardship 
Being God’s steward is a life-long process.  The very purpose of life is to be God’s 
steward, to reflect our Lord (Eph.4:13 ).  It is a matter of knowing Whose we are, 
in relationship with God in Jesus Christ, and then continually discovering who we 
are.  (1 John 3:1-2) 

20 September 

A Bigger Barn? 

The rich man in Jesus’ parable (Luke12:14-21) decides to build bigger barns to 
store his abundant harvest, it seems, so that he can party down and savor his 
prosperity for many years to come.  His attitude is that of a miser or hoarder.  It 
makes me look anew at my acquisition of “things” and do an attitude check of my 
own…  Where am I holding on closely to my possessions?  Am I sharing, being a 
steward, making use or allowing others to benefit from my “things”?  Am I putting 
my trust in God to provide for me?  Can I challenge myself to hold more loosely 
that which God has given me, praying, “Thy will be done with all that I have and 
own?” 

21 September 

Lopsided Love  

“God loving, searching, giving Himself to us.  Man needing, receiving, giving 
himself to God.  Redemption's glorious exchange of gifts!”  (Ruth Bell 
Graham) This quote always helps me put in perspective the incredibly lopsided 
love our Lord has for us.  He created the whole universe and put me in it…with a 
plan for me to live forever with Him, despite the fact that I am a sinful human 
being, rebelling against Him.  How do I respond to such great love, but with a 
contrite heart and a trusting spirit?!  Psalm 51:17 

22 September 



A Step UP! 

Remember that slide the Stewardship Board showed one Sunday?  It depicted a 
stairway and delineated the families of our congregation and the weekly (or 
monthly) tithes and offerings each family or “giving unit” donated to the church.  It 
encouraged and challenged me to try to give a step up from my current place.  Here 
was an easy opportunity to live out the promise God makes in Malachi 3:10-12. 

23 September 

A Psalm of Praise & Trust  

Psalm 116:12,14,17 say, “What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to 
me?  I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all His people. I will offer 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the Lord.”    

The Resurrection Lutheran Grade 6-8 Sunday School Class discussed the meaning 
of the sacrifice of thanksgiving.  We discovered that it can, at times, be hard, 
challenging or even seemingly impossible to give thanks to God.  That’s when 
giving thanks is a sacrifice: to give thanks when things are not going your way; to 
give thanks in the midst of loss or failure; to give thanks when you don’t feel like 
you have anything to give.  When asked, “So why bother even trying?”  The 
students answered, “Because He’s God and He gets to say so (command 
us)…”  “Because regularly trusting in God changes us for the better and allows our 
faith to grow…” “Because it really does lift our spirits when we have an attitude of 
gratitude.” 

 24 September 

Following His Word 
“For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” Luke 14:11  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: that’s 
called humility. The Lord is God and we are not. With that in mind, how could we 
not seek to follow His Word in all aspects of life? Once we see His love for us in 
the cross of Christ, how could we not trust Him? He knows what he is talking 
about and we don’t – and He loves us and wants to bless us! If you believe that, 
then striking out on a path of faithfulness in the realm of stewardship is a lot easier: 
it just makes sense. 

25 September- Sun - None 



26 September 
 
God’s Managers 
At first glance, the title above might be misconstrued as a typo… “didn’t she mean 
God’s messengers?”  If the topic were about Gospel sharing or presentation, then, 
yes.  But we are reflecting these 30 days on the topic of Stewardship.  According to 
the www.lcms.org/faqs page,  
“…in the second of the eight Biblical Stewardship Principles, we maintain that 
God's stewards are managers, not owners. This means God's stewards have been 
entrusted with life and life's resources and given the privilege of responsibly and 
joyfully managing them for Him. 
 
Another way of thinking about this issue is to remember that all things, including 
money, belong to God, and the real question is how much of what belongs to Him 
are we going to keep for ourselves and how much are we going to use to fulfill His 
purposes? King David said it very well in 1 Chron. 29:14: "But who am I, and who 
are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything 
comes from You, and we have given You only what comes from Your hand." 

27 September 

Try to Remember 
Can you remember the last time you gave something cheerfully?  What was the 
outcome?  Who benefited?  Was someone else changed or blessed as a result of 
your generosity?  Were you?  Did the recipient glorify God as a result of your 
generosity?  Did you praise His name, regardless of whether you were thanked or 
not?   Read 2 Corinthians 9:11-13. 

28 September 

Little Deeds of Kindness 
Growing up in my hometown Lutheran church, my Kindergarten Sunday School 
class used to sing:    

“Little drops of water, little grains of sand, 
 Make the mighty ocean and the beauteous land. 

                Little deeds of kindness, little words of love, 
                    Glorify our Savior and our Father above.” 
 
My teacher, Mrs. King, would tell us that even though we were very young girls 
and boys, the fact that Jesus lived in our hearts gave us the ability to change lives; 



often beginning in small, seemingly unimportant ways.  She would tell us the Bible 
accounts of the boy Samuel, King David’s early life, the servant girl of 
Commander Naaman, and the boy whose lunch Jesus used to feed 5000 people. 
She encouraged us, even at that very young age, to put our faith in the Lord and act 
on His behalf, to His glory. Stewardship, even for the very young…   
Today, be encouraged to make a purposeful effort to act in kindness and speak 
words of love, no matter how small or insignificant those words and deeds may 
seem to you.  It is a good discipline to enact in submitting your life to God. 

29 September 

Who Has Your Heart? 
 
Remember this Christina Rossetti poem? 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I’d give Him a lamb. 
If I were a wise man, I’d do my part. 
So what can I give Him? 
I’ll give Him my heart! 
 

Luke12:34 says, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 
Where is your heart?  Who has your heart?  What does it look like to give your 
heart to God?  What are you doing, saying, thinking, when you give your heart to 
God?  What will you do this week or even today to give your heart to God?  Don’t 
wait.  Take that leap of faith!  Respond to God’s great love and provision to you. 
�

30 September 

Faithful Stewards 
A steward is created in God’s image (Gen. 1:26-31), redeemed by God’s grace, 
forgiven by Jesus Christ and given the position of taking care of God’s gifts of 
time, ability, creation and even the Gospel (Eph. 3:2-10).  A steward’s blessings 
and responsibilities increase (Luke 12:48b) as they grow in faith. The Apostle Paul 
writes in 1 Corinthians 4, of the mysteries God has revealed to him and in turn to 
the early church.... We, you and I, are to be faithful and good stewards of that trust 
and share the gospel with all. 

01 October 

Be a Stewardship Example 



Stewardship education begins early. Children learn by observing others.  A strong 
form of stewardship education for children takes place in their daily lives as they 
observe the lifestyle of others.  We can be that good example when we live by 
God’s grace. (Romans 12:2) And the more of it we receive, the more we will want 
to conform ourselves to the image of our generous and gracious Lord. Knowing the 
Lord and trusting Him come first...and the desire to imitate Him can't help but 
follow! 

02 October- Sun - None 

 

03 October 

The Stewardship of our Gifts:  
“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are different kinds of 
service, but the same Lord.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-5 NIV) However one can serve, 
opportunities to be a Christian volunteer exist. Through the Holy Spirit, each 
Christian possesses at least one gift, or a special mix of gifts and abilities, to help 
us tell the story.  Using our time to discover and exercise these gifts and abilities is 
every Christian’s challenge, duty, and responsibility.  We can all contribute to our 
areas of emphasis:  SPIRITUALITY – GROWTH – PRAYER to make 
Resurrection Lutheran Church and School a better place to worship, fellowship 
with each other and serve our community. 

04 October 

Stewardship of our Time:  
“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) What is 
important to us is indicated by how we spend our time.  A quick perusal of our 
calendars or day planners will reveal our priorities.  In Matthew 6:21, we know 
Christ was talking about financial treasurers, but certainly time is as precious a 
commodity, a treasure and how we spend it tells us where our hearts are.  If we 
acknowledge God as the giver of time, will we not want to make time for 
Him?  The amount and quality of time we spend with God determines the 
relationship we have with Him.  How we spend our time shows what is important 
to us. 

05 October 



Abundant Blessings 
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or 
think. . . to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen.”  (Eph. 3:20-21) God delights in exceeding expectations and in 
pouring out mercies in abundance. This truth stands in contrast to our fears about 
lacking what we need for “this body and life.” We have an abundantly blessing 
God who has proven His love for us on the cross. How could we not trust Him? 
How could we not respond to His love with generosity and a desire to imitate Him 
in blessing others? 
 

06 October 

God is in Charge 
In Matt. 6:25-33 Jesus says, “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life.” 
God is in charge. God is our loving Father. Put those two statements together and 
they spell the end of worry and anxiety. Yes, we will have crosses to bear. Yes, we 
will have difficulties. But through it all, our loving heavenly Father is in charge 
and He will carry us through. It is that simple faith, the faith of a child, that frees us 
from worry. And in the absence of worry, faith can step forward in bold action – 
and into the kind of generosity that can only operate in an atmosphere of trust. 

07 October 

Priority #1 
“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion...” Amos 6:1  The whole book of Amos is a 
warning to God's people who have been given great material wealth. As Jesus 
Himself mentions, material blessings can turn into temptations – chiefly the 
temptation to think of ourselves as self-sufficient and independent. What does 
Amos suggest as a way to combat this temptation? First off: faith in the Lord and 
dependence upon Him! And if our faith is right we will want to follow the rest of 
Amos's instructions: to bless the poor with our alms and to make sure the Lord's 
House is properly cared for. In other words: to align our actions with God's 
priorities and put others ahead of ourselves. 

08 October 

Seize the Day! 
Think of each day as an opportunity for effective stewardship. Time is a precious 
commodity and we have a limited number of days, hours, and minutes. Eph. 5:15-
16 advises “Be careful how you live – not as unwise but as wise.” It is similar to 



the well-known motto “carp diem.” The Latin admonition to “seize the day.” The 
believers’ motto is “carpe diem por deo” or “seize the day for God.” In other 
words, live every day and use every opportunity expressly for His glory and 
purposes. (Stewardship Strategies/Kirk Nowery)   

09 October- Sun - None 

 

 

10 October 

Great is Thy Faithfulness 
One of my favorite phrases in the Scripture is from 1 Corinthians 1:9: "God is 
faithful ..."  Wow!  How often am I unfaithful in my following of Jesus, yet God, 
my Father, Savior and Counselor, is ALWAYS faithful!  He faithfully gives me all 
I need to support life in this world ... He faithfully gives me His mercy, grace and 
forgiveness ... He faithfully surrounds me with His love and care ... He protects 
from the evil one ... "God is faithful!"  How can I respond to His faithfulness to 
me? 

11 October 

Get Away from Greed 
Acts 1:16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 
beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those 
who arrested Jesus.” Judas sold out our Lord for 30 pieces of silver – that is, he 
sold out his friend, and Master, and teacher for the sake of greed. That is a sharp 
reminder for us to search our own hearts for greed and to pray that the Lord would 
help us to turn away from greed before it consumes us. What gets in the way of 
putting complete trust in Christ? 

12 October 

Make Me a Servant Like You 
Jesus said, "The greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who 
rules like the one who serves.  For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the 
one who serves?  Is it not the one who is at the table?  But I am among you as one 
who serves."  Luke 22:26- 27 



13 October 

Missionaries, All 
I am always awed by the fact that God trusts us to carry out His mission here on 
earth.  Stewardship is a means of carrying out His mission.  All that we have and 
are, our hands, our feet, our tongue, our goods, our time, our talent, our money 
should be used for the sake of living and spreading the Gospel.  God trusts us, the 
Almighty God, trusts us carry out His mission and He will see it to fruition. 

14 October 

True Generosity 
Proverbs 19:17 – “Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and He 
will repay him for his deed.” (ESV)    I thought of this after reading that verse: 
Remember the dignity of those that God has created and be generous to them by 
being willing to share all that we have been given by the LORD. 

15 October 

Doxology 
The "Old Hundredth" hymn, "Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow," comes 
to mind when I think of Stewardship.  
      "Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
       Praise Him all creatures here below..." 
As I think of all the blessings that God has bestowed on me, I cannot help but want 
to be a blessing to others through spiritual and monetary gifts that spread the 
message of His incredible love and blessings to others. 

16 October-  Sun - None 

 

17 October 

Un-Doers of the Word?! 
Read this quote from Martin Luther, regarding the Christian faith: “Oh, it is a 
living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for it not to do 
good works incessantly.” 
This quote can either be a great confirmation of me putting my faith into action, in 
the Lord’s service, but probably more often, unfortunately, is more of a conviction 
of how feeble I allow my faith to be.  God’s Word isn’t just something to listen to 



on a Sunday morning, or to be discussed intellectually during Bible Class. I am to 
receive, believe and implement that faith the Holy Spirit gives me.  James 1:22-25 
gives me welcome direction whenever I find myself “un-doing” God’s Word, and 
hearing it only.  And 1 John 1:6-9 gives me sure hope of Christ changing my 
attitude. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

18 October 

It’s All How You Look at It 
Acts 1:11   "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 
go into heaven." Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ is ascended – and Christ 
will come again. We live our lives in this world in the sure confidence of the 
world to come. We live as people who know our Lord Jesus – and who know that 
He is coming back. This makes all the difference in how we approach our 
stewardship and care of the things of this world. 

19 October 

Helping with the Harvest 
Acts 2:1 “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.” 
Notice that Pentecost is actually an Old Testament festival: it happens around the 
time when the wheat and oats are ready to be brought in. In the New Testament this 
becomes a picture and foreshadowing of the great harvest of humankind that God 
means to bring in through the preaching of His Word. God gives the seed, and God 
brings about the harvest – through the work of His Church. We are the field hands, 
nurturing the faith the Holy Spirit plants in the hearts of our children, family 
members, friends and neighbors. 

20 October 

Lessons from Two Rich Men 
Luke 16:19  “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day.” This is often called the story of “The Rich 
Man and Lazarus.” But it should really be called the story of “The Two Rich Men 



and Lazarus.” The other rich man in this story is Abraham. Obviously, these two 
men used the gift of riches that God gave them in very different ways. The life and 
decisions of Abraham flowed from faith; the rich man’s life and choices flowed 
from disbelief and self-centeredness. Abraham was kind and generous, reflecting 
his trust in a kind and generous God. And the rich man…. well, you can read what 
happened to him and what god he served.  Just click on the title above or open your 
Bible to Luke 16:19-31. 

 

 

21 October 

Which Way to Turn? 
Galatians 1:6 “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called 
you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel.”  The Bible uses the 
image of “turning” to another gospel, or to another god, to show us the seriousness 
of sin. When we are tempted to follow some sinful course of action, we are being 
told to turn our backs on God. But the Lord calls upon us to turn away from sin 
and turn toward Him – where we will find a Father's forgiveness, His smiling face 
and loving embrace. In our stewardship, let us not turn toward greed in fear, but 
toward our Lord in humility and faith. 

22 October 

Give Thanks! 
“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 
given you in Christ Jesus.”  1 Corinthians 1:4    The grace of God and 
thanksgiving go together. When God gives to us – and what do we have that He 
has not given to us? - then thankfulness wells up inside of us. How could it not? 
And as Paul shows us here, it’s not only the grace given to us individually that 
causes us to give thanks, but even the grace given to others. We certainly have 
much to be thankful for when we look at the gifts of grace all around us. And how 
do we say thank you to the Lord? In any number of ways: in prayer, in sacrificial 
giving to His mission, in imitating His love and kindness to those around us. 

 

23 October- Sun - None 



 


