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An encouragement to the saints:

Look to Christ in faith -

Not to their circumstances.

Follow Christ by faith 

Make the changes in their lives 

Reflect Christ

Then practically be equipped to…

Live a righteous life 

Be a meaningful Christian.

Pastoral Sermons 

Background of James

Faith of early Christians….

In the shallow end of the 
Christianity pool 

Often based in circumstances 

Not really in the substance of our Lord

Had not developed the 
maturity, depth, or character 
to endure. 
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Time of James

Ending the "honeymoon" period 

Before

Being ignored by the religious leaders 

Growing 

Feeling comfortable 

Still a part of Judaism 

Time of James
Now…

Being singled out and picked on

Persecutions starting 

Martyrs:

two other James's 

Steven had been stoned to death

Saul was out to destroy the Church

Many leaving the faith 

because of fear 
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Time of James

The Church showing human, sinful nature: 

Gossip

Strife

Carnality 

Slander

Doctrinal arguments 

Power plays

Time of James

Their faith was becoming 

useless 

unproductive

Self-filled life focused on their will  

-overtaking-

Fulfillment in Him and seeking God's Will

Themes we still have with us today. 
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James 

Becomes Leader Of Jerusalem Church 

Many of the Apostles 

On missionary trips 

Been martyred

Vacuum of instruction

New Testament not available yet 

Instructions from the Apostles absent

Authorship

The only prominent and well 

known James –

James, the half brother of Jesus
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James the Son of Joseph

half brother Jesus

Writings of the early church fathers 

Archeology

Church tradition

Textual criticism

Main spokesperson for the Jerusalem church

First as an elder

Then its leader

Curious and yet skeptical until Christ’s resurrection 

then convinced and converted 

Scripture implies he was married 

Not among the original twelve or perhaps only

followed occasionally 

He was probably there at Jesus' last days, 

`helping prepare the Passover 

due to cultural customs

Present at Pentecost

James the Son of Joseph

half brother Jesus
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One reason to believe this book is not 

pseudonymous in that James does not 

specifically identify himself or his relationship 

to Jesus. 

This humility characterizes NT authors 

James the Son of Joseph

half brother Jesus

Other Jameses

James the Less: 

James, the son of Zebedee 

Brother of John 

Fisherman

Partner with Peter

First of the apostles to be 

martyred in 44 A.D.
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Other Jameses

James, the son of Alphaeus:

Another Disciple 

In lists of apostles

Little is known of him

He is not mentioned elsewhere in Scripture

The Jews later stoned him

Date: 44 to 60 A.D

Use of language and its colloquialisms, structure

Destruction of the Temple Not Mentioned (66 AD)

James martyred in 62 A.D. ( Josephus and Eusebius)

The most logical date is 49 A.D.

One of the first, if not the first 

New Testament writing
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Straight to the Point

Apostle Paul: 

urbane man of letters 

James: 

Simple

Homespun preacher

Practical applications

Genre - Parenesis

Greek essay for exhortation

series of short exhortation sermons to... 

persuade incite

advise counsel

rebuke

Encouraging us 

to be responsible with our faith
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General 

Not addressed to a particular person or group, 

A practical discourse of wisdom literature 

Focus on moral exhortations, just like Proverbs. 

About personal responsibility 

Aligning one's beliefs 

with one's behaviors

James' Epistle 

Copied and sent to the known Christian world 

Handbook on how to 

endure persecution

model authentic faith

be encouraged because Christ loves you! 

First century sermon resource to pastors!
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Theological Value

No structured theology 

Contains the application of theology

Far more valuable to 

do what Jesus says 

than just believe and not do! 

Doctrines Covered

God:

Generosity Holiness Justice 

Goodness Mercy Love

Sovereignty Unchanging

Sin:

Death ` Anger Blasphemy 

Bitterness Lust Prejudice

Evil Pride

Universal To All Humanity



6/21/2015

12

Doctrines Covered

Jesus is called god (1:1; 2:1)

We are regenerated (1:18)

Salvation is from Christ alone (1:21)

Faith that is real will show fruit (2:14-26)

Justification is by faith alone (2:21-25)

Our sins will be forgiven (5:15) 

Doctrines Covered

Eschatology

the end of the Church;

We will be rewarded

Our hope is eternity

God's kingdom is coming

Judgment will come

Jesus will return
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Straight to the Point

James is as forthright as an Old Testament prophet

Be humble! 

Submit to God! 

Stop sinning!

It is hard to miss his point.

Out of 108 verses, 54 are imperatives

Straight to the Point

Modern readers of James ….

same dilemma as the first recipients 

His words are easy enough to understand, 

but are we doing as he says? 
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“How To” - Proverbesqe

Unique in New Testament

not about the life of Jesus - Gospels 

not a treatise of doctrine - Paul's letters

not a prophecy - Revelations

Rather, it is a "how to" in 

practical living 

encouragement for what lies ahead

Real, authentic faith will produce works to glorify 
our Lord.  

Faith, without any actions to prove it, is worthless 
and meaningless. 

Saved? Perhaps. 

But, what good are you claiming to be a Christian 
and not doing anything with your faith!

Primary Theme
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The key verse 

"…faith without works is dead…" 

(James 2:14-20). 

“Good Works” 

Analogy of motion. 

Physical and spiritual realm: 

where there is life 
there will be motion.
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“Good Works” 

“Good Works” 

Definition of Life:

a state of living characterized by 

capacity for metabolism, growth, 

reproduction and reaction to stimuli.
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Movement 

does not cause life

does inevitably follow life 

sign that life is present 

Similarly, genuine faith in Christ should always 

result in actions that demonstrate faith.

“Good Works” 

What kind of motion characterizes 

our spiritual lives? 

Luther said, 

"You are saved by faith alone, 

but if faith is alone, 

it is not faith."

“Good Works” 
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When a person becomes a Christian, 

new life begins, 

that life must express itself in 

“spiritual motion,” or good deeds. 

In James' words, 

“What good is it ... if a man claims to have 

faith but has no deeds?” (2:14)

“Good Works” 

James vs Paul

Romans 5:1-2a (NIV)

Therefore, since we have been justified through 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained 

access by faith into this grace in which we now 

stand.

James 2:14 (NIV)

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if 

someone claims to have faith but has no 

deeds? Can such faith save them?
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Does James Contradict Paul?

Purpose of Paul –

how to become a Christian

Salvation / New Life

Purpose of James –

how to act like a Christian

Sanctification / Growth

James: 

Proverbs of the New Testament

Starts 21 June, 2015– 26 July


