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Proverbs of the New Testament

Starts 21 June, 2015– 26 July

James 1:12-27

Trials and Temptations

Listening and Doing
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General Plan

Exegesis

–Look at Verses

–Check any facts / culture / grammar etc.

–How does other Scripture help clarify or 
give supporting evidence?

–Actionable Items?

James 1:12-27

Trials and Temptations

Listening and Doing
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James 1:12-27

Trials and Temptations

Listening and Doing

James 1:12

12 Blessed is the one who perseveres 

under trial because, having stood the 

test, that person will receive the crown of 

life that the Lord has promised to those 

who love him.
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Blessed……  Various Translations

Outcome

Crown of Glory

State of being

James 1:12

Beatitudes – Blessed are the Peacemakers

No one word in English to describe the one 
word used in Aramaic

Multiple translations:
NIV = Blessed are…
MSG = You’re blessed when…
TLB = Very fortunate, Happy

Language

Literal vs Meaning 
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Language

Literal vs Meaning 

Beatitudes – Blessed are the Peacemakers

Greek - makarios

Feeling one has when one is happy

Contentment

When one knows one’s place in the world 

and is satisfied with that place. 

Language

Literal vs Meaning

Beatitudes – Blessed are the Peacemakers

English - “makarios”    No specific word

Idiom
My life has really come together
I’m in a happy place 
Life has been good to me

‘Happy’ sounds trite
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James 1:12

12 Blessed is the one who perseveres 
under trial because, having stood the 
test, that person will receive the crown of 
life that the Lord has promised to those 
who love him.

Not a consequence of trials

But ‘situation’ when in Godly trials

James 1:13-15 

13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is 

tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by 

evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each 

person is tempted when they are dragged away 

by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, 

after desire has conceived, it gives birth to 

sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to 
death.
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James 1:12-15 

“Trial" and “Temptation"?

Trial 

"a test of faith, patience, or stamina by 

suffering or temptation" 

Temptation 

"an enticement to do something 

wrong by promise of pleasure or gain" 

James 1:12-15 

" Trial" and “Temptation "?

Temptation:

Comes from evil desires inside us

Not from God

It begins with an evil thought 

Becomes sin when we dwell on the thought and 
allow it to become an action. 
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James 1:12-15 

" Trial" and “Temptation "?

God tests people but he does not tempt them by 

trying to seduce them into sin. 

God allows Satan to tempt people 

refine their faith 

help them grow in their faith in Christ. 

From Whence Cometh

Temptations?

Satan 

(Matt 4:1) Then Jesus was led by the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil

(1 Cor 7:5) Do not deprive each other 
except perhaps by mutual consent and for 
a time, so that you may devote yourselves 
to prayer. Then come together again so 
that Satan will not tempt you because of 
your lack of self-control.
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From Whence Cometh

Temptations?
Inside Yourself 

(Matt 18:8-9), 8 If your hand or your foot causes 
you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is 
better for you to enter life maimed or crippled 
than to have two hands or two feet and be 
thrown into eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes 
you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. 
It is better for you to enter life with one eye than 
to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of 
hell.

From Whence Cometh

Temptations?

Other People 

(Mark 9:42)  “If anyone causes one of these 

little ones—those who believe in me—to 

stumble, it would be better for them if a large 

millstone were hung around their neck and 
they were thrown into the sea.
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From Whence Cometh

Temptations?

Taking The Easy Way 

(Matt 7:13-14), 13 “Enter through the narrow 

gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the 

road that leads to destruction, and many 

enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and 

narrow the road that leads to life, and only a 
few find it.

From Whence Cometh

Temptations?

Persecution 

(1 Thess 3:4-5), 4 In fact, when we were with you, 
we kept telling you that we would be 
persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you 
well know. 5 For this reason, when I could stand 
it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I 
was afraid that in some way the tempter had 
tempted you and that our labors might have 
been in vain.
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From Whence Cometh

Temptations?

Pride In Yourself 

(Gal 6:1), Brothers and sisters, if someone is 

caught in a sin, you who live by the 

Spirit should restore that person gently. But 

watch yourselves, or you also may be 

tempted.

From Whence Cometh

Temptations?

Riches 

(1 Tim 6:9). Those who want to get rich fall 

into temptation and a trap and into many 

foolish and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction.
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James 1: 16-18

16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and 

sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from 

above, coming down from the Father of the 

heavenly lights, who does not change like 

shifting shadows.18 He chose to give us 

birth through the word of truth, that we might 
be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

“Birth description" difference 

between verse 15 and verse 18?

Verse 15
15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives 
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
gives birth to death.

Verse 18 
18 He chose to give us birth through the word 
of truth, that we might be a kind of 
firstfruits of all he created.
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“Birth description" difference 

between verse 15 and verse 18?

Verse 15

an evil desire (temptation) giving birth to sin, 

which, in turn gives birth to death. 

Verse 18 

a regeneration, of God giving us birth through 

his word, i.e., being born again.

James 1: 16-18

How to deal with temptation?

Know the word of God and 

look to it for strength 

Pray and call upon the Lord

Know that God and Jesus are 

standing with you 

Be alert to temptation so you 

can recognize and resist it

Matt 4:1-11 

Matt 26:41, Luke 22:40,46,  
2 Tim 2:22 

1 Cor 10:13, Heb 4:15, Eph
6:11

1 Peter 5:8

Application
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James 1:1-18

Summary

In the Christian life, 

• There are trials and temptations. 

• Successfully overcoming these adversities 
produces maturity and strong character. 

• Don't resent troubles when they come. 

• Pray for wisdom and God will supply all that you 
need to face persecution or adversity. 

• He will give you patience and keep you strong in 
times of trial.

James 1:19-27

Listening and Doing
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James 1:19-20 

19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of 

this: Everyone should be quick to listen, 

slow to speak and slow to become 

angry, 20 because human anger does not 

produce the righteousness that God 
desires.

James 1:19-20

Anger

Listen before speaking or becoming angry.

The mention of anger suggest that James is 

talking about situations where there might be 

conflict or a difference of opinion. 
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James 1:19-20

Anger

Many proverbs mention the virtue of listening 
before speaking 

(Proverbs 10:19, 10:32, 12:18, 13:3, 
15:31-32) 

When you are speaking you are not listening, 
not only to other people

but also not to God

Not necessarily. 

• Jesus Matthew 21:12-13

money lenders in the temple

• Paul Acts 16:16-18

fortune telling by the slave girl 

• Sometimes good reasons to get angry 

James 1:19-20
Anger Wrong?
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Consider reasons carefully 

Caution….

Not to 'fly off the handle' 

Rash / unrighteous  

Does not bring about the righteous life

James 1:19-20
Anger Wrong?

Application

Sin and Evil. 

Proverbs 14:17, 29:22

Psalm 37:8

Colossians 3:21

May speak and act too quickly 

with little regard for the consequences. 

James 1:19-20

Anger Can Lead to…
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It takes a long time to 

Build up a relationship 

Establish a good reputation 

A single angry word can tear down a relationship

in just a few seconds. 

James 1:19-20

Anger Can Lead to…

What you say when you are angry cannot easily 

be turned around 

Just saying "I'm sorry" doesn't reestablish a friendship 

or rebuild a reputation 

Sometimes, by listening and hearing the other person's 

point of view, we can see ways to defuse a 

bad situation

James 1:19-20

Anger Leads to…

Application
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James 1:21

21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the 

evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept 

the word planted in you, which can save 
you.

James 1:21

Command?

Get rid of immorality and evil

Accept God's love, direction, and commands
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Impossible to live a perfect, sinless life by ourselves, 

no matter how hard we try.

So we must …

Confess our sins and weaknesses to god, 

Ask for his forgiveness, 

Trust in him to forgive us 

and take our sins away.

James 1:21

How shed 

"Moral Filth and Evil" ?

Application

1 John 1:9 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness.



6/28/2015

23

James 1:22-24 

22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so 

deceive yourselves. Do what it 

says.23 Anyone who listens to the word but 

does not do what it says is like someone 

who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after 

looking at himself, goes away and 
immediately forgets what he looks like.

The word planted by the Holy Spirit in us….

Holy Scripture

Accept

Listen to

Obey 

James 1:22-24

The "Word."

Application
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What does being a doer of the word 

prove about us?

Demonstrates that you are a believer.

Acts 26:20  - Paul's words to the Gentiles

20 First to those in Damascus, then to those in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the 
Gentiles, I preached that they should repent and 
turn to God and demonstrate their repentance 
by their deeds.

Why the Mirror Analogy?

Without constant viewing 

of God’s Word we forget
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James 1:25 

25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect 

law that gives freedom, and continues in it—

not forgetting what they have heard, but 

doing it—they will be blessed in what they 

do.

What is the 'law' and 

why is it perfect?

Word of God

The Gospel as being a law; 

The authoritative standard and rule 

of human conduct.

God's perfect plan to bless us 

and give us eternal life 

if we simply believe in Him
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Paul and James - Law

Two pictures in a stereoscope

Diversity

No contradiction

Both combined represent one solid reality. 

The two regard the subject from slightly 

different angles.

How does obedience provide 

freedom?

Isaiah 55:7 
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways

and the unrighteous their thoughts.

Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have 

mercy on them,

and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
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How does obedience provide 

freedom?

Luke 6:46-49 –

The Wise and Foolish Builders

Jesus says 

The person who does not do what God says 

is like a man who builds his house on sand 

and has it washed away in a heavy big storm. 

How does obedience provide 

freedom?

Luke 6:46-49 –

The Wise and Foolish Builders

When obedient 

and put the words into action 

Has built a strong  foundation 

Is free from worrying about his house
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What is the difference between 

knowing and doing God's will?

Knowledge:

Simply read the Bible

Go to Bible studies, 

Discuss the meaning of passages with others, 

Listen to sermons. 

Even demons recognize the power of God and know His 

will, but they do not do His will

What freedom or liberty does doing 

God's will provide?

Romans 8:2

2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the 

Spirit who gives life has set you free from the 

law of sin and death. (NIV)
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‘Smooth Sailing' all believers?

John 16:33

33 “I have told you these things, so that in me 

you may have peace. In this world you will 

have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.”

James 1:26-27

Religion

26 Those who consider themselves religious 
and yet do not keep a tight rein on their 
tongues deceive themselves, and their 
religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our 
Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: 
to look after orphans and widows in their 
distress and to keep oneself from being 
polluted by the world.
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Worldview of 'religion' / 'religious'? 

Religion is often used as a term of mockery. 

Someone who is impractical or does not pursue 

worldly goals. 

Rarely is the word religion used by authors or 

screen writers in a positive way. 

Most often a Catholic priest or some geeky fool.

Key Characteristic Of Religious 

Behavior?

Keeping a tight rein on ones tongue

What you do not say is more important than 
what you do say. 

The potential for your words to hurt is greater than 
the potential for your words to help. 

Help is better shown by your actions 
than your words.
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How do We know 

that someone is a believer?

By what you do, not what they say

By attempting to be holy in all they do

By asking and following the answer to the question, 
"what would Jesus do?" 

By setting an example

Application

Titus 3:8   (NIV)

8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to 

stress these things, so that those who have 

trusted in God may be careful to devote 

themselves to doing what is good. These things 

are excellent and profitable for everyone.
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1 Peter 1:13-16  (NIV)

13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully 

sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought 

to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his 

coming. 14 As obedient children, do not 

conform to the evil desires you had when you 

lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called 

you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is 

written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

What does James say is the 'religion' 

that God accepts?

To look after others who are needy

Keeping from being polluted by worldly values

Actions that Reflect God

Application
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James 1:1-27

Trials and Temptations

Listening and Doing

James 2:1-13 

Favoritism Forbidden
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James 2:1-13 

Favoritism Forbidden

James 2:1-13 

Favoritism Forbidden
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General Plan

Exegesis

–Look at Verses

–Check any facts / culture / grammar etc.

–How does other Scripture help clarify or 
give supporting evidence?

–Actionable Items?

James 2: 1 

2 My brothers and sisters, believers in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show 
favoritism.
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To who was James writing and how 

does he describe them?

Primarily to the early Jewish Christians 

“my brothers, believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

All of us by association…..

What was their 

economic situation?

Probably ran the whole gamut 

rich to poor

There is no reason to think that all (or most) of 
the early Jewish Christians were wealthy, 
particularly those that were scattered in Asia and 
Europe.
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James: 
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