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James 4: 13-17
13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend 
a year there, carry on business and make 
money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what 
will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You 
are a mist that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If 
it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or 
that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant 
schemes. All such boasting is evil. 17 If 
anyone, then, knows the good they ought to 
do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.

James 1:9-11
" Wealth and Pride " ?

Poor Person 

Pride in his high position, 

Glad that riches mean nothing 
to God, 

Otherwise he would be 
considered unworthy. 

Rich Person 

Pride in his low position

Glad that money means 
nothing to God 

Because money is easily lost
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“Wealth and Pride"
"take pride in your beliefs, not in your wealth.“

Wealthy more likely 
to have illusion of control

Opposed to Planning?

Planning is not bad….

If Understand ….
Will succeed 
only if it is God's will

Psalm 37:5, Proverbs 27:1, 
Luke 12:18-20, Acts 18:21
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Opposed to Making a Profit?

No. Opposed to …

Boasting of your plans

Taking the credit for yourself 

Not giving credit to God

1 Corinthians 5:6a
6 Your boasting is not good.

Message 
Businessmen?

Because the Holy Spirit is in you…

You know what you ought to do 

Follow the leading of the Holy Spirit 

and not that of men.

Application
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Luke 12:16-21 (NIV)

6 And he (Jesus) told them this parable: “The 
ground of a certain rich man yielded an 
abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, 
‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my 
crops.’
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will 
tear down my barns and build bigger ones, 
and there I will store my surplus grain.

Luke 12:16-21 (NIV)

19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of 
grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; 
eat, drink and be merry.”’
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 
night your life will be demanded from you. Then 
who will get what you have prepared for 
yourself?’
21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up 
things for themselves but is not rich toward 
God.”
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Planning and Business

Caution about making your own plans and 
trying to store up worldly wealth.

Don’t worship your own plans and wealth 

as an idol

Application

Planning and Business

Maintain The First and Greatest Commandment

Mark 12:29-30 (NIV)

29 “The most important one,” answered 
Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.’

Application
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Matthew 6:25-27 (NIV)

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look 
at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap 
or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not much more 
valuable than they? 27Can any one of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your life?

Matthew 6:25-27 (NIV)

Don't worry about things. 

God will take care of you 

All your worries will not add a single moment to 
your life.
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James 5: 1-6
5 Now listen, you rich people, weep and 
wail because of the misery that is coming on 
you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have 
eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are 
corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you 
and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded 
wealth in the last days. 4 Look! The wages you 
failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields 
are crying out against you. The cries of the 
harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord 
Almighty.

James 5: 1-6
5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self‐
indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the 
day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and 
murdered the innocent one, who was not 
opposing you.
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Two Distinct Audiences

Chapters 1-4

All Jewish Christians. 

Two Distinct Audiences

Chapter 5:1-6 

Specifically to wealthy Jewish Christians 

Considers to be "rich oppressors." 



7/19/2015

11

Change of Tone

Direct 

Harsh 

Warning

But how do you really feel?

Similarly to old testament verses that 
address pagans

Concerned about these people because they are…

Oppressing others 

Believe only in themselves and their wealth.

Within the church
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Opposed to Wealth?

It is not money itself 
that corrupts

But the love of money. 

1 Timothy 6:10
10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.

Hebrews 13:5
5 Keep your lives free from the love of 
money and be content with what you 
have, because God has said,

“Never will I leave you;
never will I forsake you.”
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Concern?

Corrupted by their wealth

Wealth will become their idol

their god. 

Cannot Serve both

God and Mammon

Message 21st Century Christians?

Exactly the same 

Don't let the 

love of money 

become your idol
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Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 6:19-21

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and 
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. 21 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Where is Our Treasure?

Our treasure is in heaven. 

Only Heavenly treasure has eternal value. 

God calls us to 

Be generous with our possessions 

Serve God as our master 

Don’t live as slaves to possessions. 

Application
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James: 
Proverbs of the New Testament

Starts 21 June, 2015– 26 July

James 5: 7-20

Patience and Prayer
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James 5: 7-20

Patience and Prayer

Video

James 5: 7 - 12 

7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the 
Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the 
land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for 
the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient 
and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is 
near. 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers 
and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is 
standing at the door!
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James 5: 7 - 12 

10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience 
in the face of suffering, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we 
count as blessed those who have persevered. You 
have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen 
what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is 
full of compassion and mercy.

Then, Therefore?

Ties it to the previous section
Conclusion to the warnings just before. 

“Therefore, since there is no future in 
speaking against each other, making plans on 
your own, or clinging to your wealth, what are 
you to do when pressed and discouraged in the 
midst of ongoing or difficult trials? You are to 
be patient until the coming of the Lord.”
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Do Farmers Wait on the Riviera?

A farmer doesn’t just go on vacation after spring 
planting and hope for the best. 

Much work to be done to ensure a good harvest:
weeding thinning   fertilization

cultivation irrigation

Waiting for Harvest / Lord?

Both…. Farmer and Christian

wait patiently, 
much work to be done

live by faith 
looking toward an unseen future reward
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“The Lord’s Coming is Near” 

Jesus’ coming is always, eternally at hand 

His coming back should be closer, nearer, and 
more real to us than any other event that 
we have planned for or are waiting for. 

It is the reality around which we should 

orient our lives. 

Patience and Grumbling?

When things don’t happen as you hope or expect

it’s tempting to blame someone else. 

Blaming others is easier than taking responsibility. 
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Patience and Grumbling?

Clear Statement:  Don’t Grumble.
Not - “don’t grumble unless you have a good 

reason to.” 

When grumbling we… 
Focus not on God’s reality and work in 
our lives but on the inequalities we see 
Not content with God’s work in our lives and 

in those around us.

#11 Thou Shalt Not Grumble?

“grumbling” …
blaming someone else 
not taking responsibility

for your actions 
(or lack of action). 

Each of us will be judged. 

No shifting the blame to others.

(Thanks be to God for Grace!!!)
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Suffering and Patience?

Preparing for the harvest …

Speaking out

Taking an unpopular position

Doing something, not just standing idly by

Suffering and Patience?

There are three kinds of people in the world: 

Those who …
Make things happen
Watch things happen 
Wonder, “what happened?” 

Christians are (or should be) in the first group.
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Oaths?
Not condemning taking a solemn oath per se…

God's to Abraham Heb 6:13

Jesus before Caiaphas Matt 26:63-64 

Paul's Romans 1:9 , 9:1

Condemning the flippant use of God's name or a 

sacred object to guarantee the truth 

of what is spoken. 

Hebrews 6:13 (NIV)
13When God made his promise to Abraham, since 
there was no one greater for him to swear by, he 
swore by himself,

Romans 1:9
9 God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the 
gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly 
I remember you



7/19/2015

23

Matthew 26:63-64

63 But Jesus remained silent.

The high priest said to him, “I charge you under 
oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God.”
64 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all 
of you: From now on you will see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Oaths?
Christians should …

Always be honest so others will believe your 
simple “yes” or “no.” 

Avoid lies, half-truths, and omissions of the truth

Be known as a trustworthy person 
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Oaths?
Double Minded…  

When we do not let our “yes be yes” 

and our “no be no”

We should reflect God’s character

God is never double minded 

Always Truthful 

James 5: 13 - 16
13 Is anyone among you suffering? He should keep 
on praying about it. And those who have reason to 
be thankful should continually be singing praises 
to the Lord.
14 Is anyone sick? He should call for the elders of 
the church and they should pray over him and pour 
a little oil upon him, calling on the Lord to heal 
him. 15 And their prayer, if offered in faith, will 
heal him, for the Lord will make him well; and if 
his sickness was caused by some sin, the Lord will 
forgive him.
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James 5: 13 - 16
16 Admit your faults to one another and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed. The earnest 
prayer of a righteous man has great power and 
wonderful results.

Suffer the Previous Suffering?

Verse 1:2-3
“Consider it pure joy my brothers when you face 
trials of many kinds because you know that the 
testing of your faith develops perseverance.” 

Again…. praying and going to God with our 
troubles and suffering. 
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Suffer the previous Suffering?

Verses 4:7-8

“Surrender to God. Resist the Devil and he will 
flee from you. Come near to God and he will 
come near to you.” 

Suffer the previous Suffering?

James 5

13 Is anyone among you suffering? He should 
keep on praying about it.
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Consistent Message: 

If you have problems, take them to God;

If things are going well, praise God. 

No matter what your situation, 
communicate regularly with God.

Suffer the previous Suffering?

Anointing with Oil

Physical Sign accompanying the prayer

Much like incense in Levitical worship

Marking 

person set apart for God’s care

Item as holy, dedicate to God
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Anointing with Oil

Whose Power?
14 Is anyone sick? He should call for the elders of the church 
and they should pray over him and pour a little oil upon him, 
calling on the Lord to heal him.

Indicates that it is the Lord who heals 

according to His will

Luke 10:34 

Mark 6:13 

Exodus 30:33‐31 

James 5:15

15And the prayer offered in faith will make the 
sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If 
they have sinned, they will be forgiven.
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Prayer “Offered in Faith.” 

Whose faith?

People Praying - not the faith of the sick person 

James 1:6
6 But when you ask, you must believe and not 
doubt, because the one who doubts is like a 
wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the 
wind.

Translations 

Saved – some use (ESV) 
15And the prayer of faith will save the one 

who is sick,

15a – Greek word – Save or Heal

”make the sick person well”

Best as ‘Heal” talking about sickness
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Translations 

15b – “the Lord will raise them up”

Not only physically

Spiritually – Resurrection of the dead in Christ

Sickness and death –

consequences of our general fallen condition.

In Christ, God is able to heal our bodies, 

which He will raise up on the Last Day.

The inverse of the conditional:

If p⟹q Then       ¬p⟹¬q

The inverse of a true conditional is 

not necessarily true

and the inverse of a false conditional is 

not necessarily false

No Healing = No Real Faith?
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Verse 5:16
The prayer of a righteous person is 

powerful and effective.

The prayer of an unrighteous person is 
not powerful and ineffective.

No Healing = No Real Faith?

1. God heals, faith doesn’t

2. All prayers subject to God’s will

3. God’s ‘healing’ might be different than our idea

4. God’s ways are not our ways

No Healing = No Real Faith?
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5. ‘Unanswered Prayer’- testing to building our faith

5. Faithful Prayer 

Hands everything over to God

Confident in His character and purposes 

Not dependent on our desires 

God has no interest in answering requests that would 
only lead you further away from Him

No Healing = No Real Faith?

Confessing Your Sins to Each Other

Verse 5:16
16 Therefore confess your sins to each other 
and pray for each other so that you may be healed.

Mutual Confession for Healing 

(not Salvation/ Forgiveness – Confessing to God)

Reconciliation
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We confess to others and 

hopefully others will forgive us. 

Conversely, when others confess to us, 

we are expected to forgive them.

Public / Private  - Accountability 

Confessing Your Sins to Each Other

James 5:19-20

19 My brothers and sisters, if one of you 
should wander from the truth and someone 
should bring that person back, 20 remember 
this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error 
of their way will save them from death and 
cover over a multitude of sins.
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Wander from the Truth

We are called to….

Seek out those who have wandered

To restore them through

Confession

Forgiveness

God does not want to lose a single person 

James – Bottom Line

Faith in action 

Right living is the evidence and result of faith

Believers ought to be an example of heaven on 
earth drawing people to Christ through love 
for God and each other

If we truly believe God’s word, 
we will LIVE it day by day
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James – Bottom Line

God’s word is not merely something to read or 
think about, but something we DO

Belief, faith, and trust must have 
hands and feet—OURS!

“How To” – Proverbesqe
Overview

Unique in New Testament
not about the life of Jesus - Gospels 
not a treatise of doctrine - Paul's letters
not a prophecy - Revelations

Rather, it is a "how to" in 
practical living 
encouragement for what lies ahead
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Real, authentic faith will produce works to 
glorify our Lord.  

Faith, without any actions to prove it, is 
worthless and meaningless. 

Saved? Perhaps. 
But, what good are you claiming to be a 
Christian and not doing anything with your faith!

Primary Theme

The key verse 

"…faith without works is dead…" 

(James 2:14-20). 
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When a person becomes a Christian, 
new life begins, 
that life must express itself in 

“spiritual motion,” or good deeds. 

In James' words, 
“What good is it ... if a man claims to have 
faith but has no deeds?” (2:14)

“Good Works” 

James vs Paul

Romans 5:1‐2a (NIV)

Therefore, since we have been justified through 
faith, we have peacewith God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained 
access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand.

James 2:14 (NIV)

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if 
someone claims to have faith but has no 
deeds? Can such faith save them?
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James and Paul

Purpose of Paul –
how to become a Christian
Salvation / New Life

Purpose of James –
how to act like a Christian
Sanctification / Growth

An encouragement to the saints:

Look to Christ in faith -
Not to their circumstances.

Follow Christ by faith 
Make the changes in their lives 
Reflect Christ

Then practically be equipped to…

Live a righteous life 
Be a meaningful Christian.

Purpose of James
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James: 
Proverbs of the New Testament

Starts 21 June, 2015– 26 July

James Quiz
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1.
Who was the man who wrote

this book (letter)?

A . James, the brother of John.
B . James, son o f Alphaeus. 
C . James, the brother of Jesus.
D . King James.

1.
Who was the man who wrote

this book (letter)?

C . James, the brother of Jesus.
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2.
To whom was he
writing the letter?

A . Gentiles.
B . Paul and Timothy. 
C . Jewish Christians.
D . Romans.

2.
To whom was he
writing the letter?

C . Jewish Christians.
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3.
Very early in the letter,
James said we should: 

A . Try to avoid trials and temptation.
B . Be quick to listen, slow to speak.
C . Do nothing out of selfish ambition or

vain conceit. 
D . Have an attitude the same as Jesus.

3.
Very early in the letter,
James said we should: 

B . Be quick to listen, slow to speak.
(James 1:19)
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4.
James says that anyone who listens to
the word and does not do what it says

is like a:

A . ship without a rudder. 
B . demon.
C . man who looks at his face in a mirror and

forgets what he looks like.
D . person who gives special attention to a 

man wearing fine clothes.

4.
James says that anyone who listens to
the word and does not do what it says

is like a:

C . man who looks at his face in a mirror and
forgets what he looks like.

(James 1:23)
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5.
Why does James say we should not
discriminate against poor people?

A . T hey will have great power in heaven and will
get you back. 

B . Because you are then acting like an evil or
crooked judge.

C . They will drag you into court when they get
a chance.

D . God commanded that we should treat poo r
people better than rich people.

5.
Why does James say we should not
discriminate against poor people?

B . Because you are then acting like an evil or
crooked judge.

(James 2:4)
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6.
James says, “Whoever keeps the whole

law and stumbles at one point…”

A . ... is condemned in the sight of God.”
B . ... should confess and will be forgiven

by God.” 
C . ... is guilty of breaking all of it.”
D . ... should abstain from sinful desires that

war against your soul.”

6.
James says, “Whoever keeps the whole

law and stumbles at one point…”

C . ... is guilty of breaking all of it.”
(James 2:10)
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7.
In verse 2:14, James speaks of a person

having faith without deeds and asks, “Can
such faith save him? ”

Can it?

A . Yes.
B . No.
C . Maybe.

7.
In verse 2:14, James speaks of a person

having faith without deeds and asks, “Can
such faith save him? ”

Can it?

B . No.
(It is intellectual agreement, but not real 

faith. See James 2:24)
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8.
What does James say about faith

without deeds? 

A . It comes from within.
B . He gives examples of it from the

Old Testament. 
C . It is a part of our sinful nature.
D . It is useless and dead.

8.
What does James say about faith

without deeds? 

D . It is useless and dead.

(James 2:17)
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9.
Why does James say that not many people

should try to become teachers?

A . Because teachers waste most of their time
with discipline and not with teaching.

B . Because there were (and are) too many
teachers already.

C . Because teachers are judged at a higher
standard than other professions.

D . Because teaching does not pay well.

9.
Why does James say that not many people

should try to become teachers?

C . Because teachers are judged at a higher
standard than other professions.

(James 3:1)
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10.
James says that the tongue

___________ the whole person.

A . corrupts (defiles, dirties)
B . controls (guides, governs) 
C . reflects (mirrors, imitates)
D . kills (flames, strangles)

10.
James says that the tongue

___________ the whole person.

A . corrupts (defiles, dirties)
(James 3:6)
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11.
Which did James not use to show that if
you control your tongue you can control

your body?

A . A bit in the mouth of a horse. 
B . Rudder steers a ship.
C . Tiny mustard seed produces very

large tree. 
D . Small spark starts a forest fire.

11.
Which did James not use to show that if
you control your tongue you can control

your body?

C . Tiny mustard seed produces very
large tree. 

(Matthew 13:31)
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12.
James says that wisdom is

demonstrated by:

A . the ability to make wise decisions in
difficult circumstances. 

B . living the good life and doing deeds in
humility.

C . not being bitter, jealous, and selfish. 
D . following the Proverb s of Solomon.

12.
James says that wisdom is

demonstrated by:

B . living the good life and doing deeds in
humility.

(James 3:13)
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13.
What does James say causes fights

and quarrels among you? 
.

A . The devil
B . Your desires.
C . Anger and temper.

D . Your brothers and sisters and other people.

13.
What does James say causes fights

and quarrels among you? 
.

B . Your desires.
(James 4:2)
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14.
Can you love both God

and the world?

A . Yes.

B . No.

C . Partially.

14.
Can you love both God

and the world?

B . No.
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15.
What happens if you try to love both

God and the world? 

A . You’ll slip on a banana peel.
B . Foolish pride will prevent you from

receiving God ’s grace. 
C. You will become an enemy of the world.
D . God will help you make lots of money.

15.
What happens if you try to love both

God and the world? 

B . Foolish pride will prevent you from
receiving God ’s grace. 

(James 4:6)
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16.
Which of these is not commanded by

James in vs. 4:7-10? 

A . Resist the devil.
B . Grieve and mourn.
C . Be joyful in the Lord .
D . Humble yourself.

16.
Which of these is not commanded by

James in vs. 4:7-10? 

C . Be joyful in the Lord
(Habakkuk 3:18)
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17.
James advised against boasting about

your plans. Why?

A . Making a profit is bad

B . You’ll disappear like a mist

C. People worship their plans like an idol.

D . Pride is bad.

17.
James advised against boasting about

your plans. Why?

C. People worship their plans like an idol.



7/19/2015

57

18.
In chapter 4, James moves from sins
of commission to sins of omission.

Omission of what?

A . Not planning ahead .
B . Not telling others about Jesus. 
C . Not worshiping the Lord with

all your heart.
D . Knowing what to do and not doing it.

18.
In chapter 4, James moves from sins
of commission to sins of omission.

Omission of what?

D . Knowing what to do and not doing it.
(James 4:17)
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19.
James says that “the coming of the

Lord is near (or at hand).” When does
that mean?

A . Tomorrow.
B . James thought He was coming back then

(but he was wrong). 
C . It was a poetic figure of speech.
D . It means Jesus’ coming is always at hand

and could be any time.

19.
James says that “the coming of the

Lord is near (or at hand).” When does
that mean?

D . It means Jesus’ coming is always at hand
and could be any time.
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20.
James says we should be patient in the

face of suffering. Why? 

A . Because farmers wait for the autumn and
spring rains.

B . Because Job persevered.
C . Because the Lord is full of compassion

and mercy. 
D . Because the Lord’s coming is near.

20.
James says we should be patient in the

face of suffering. Why? 

D . Because the Lord’s coming is near.
(James 5:8)



7/19/2015

60

21.
What does James say will cover a

multitude of sins? 

A . Bringing back someone from the errors
of his way.

B . Reciting the Lord’s prayer among
unbelievers.

C . Being firm in your belief so you will not be
accused of being neither hot nor cold.

D . Taking an oath before the elders of the
church.

21.
What does James say will cover a

multitude of sins? 

A . Bringing back someone from the errors
of his way.   

(James 5:19‐20)
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James: 
Proverbs of the New Testament

Starts 21 June, 2015– 26 July

James: 
Proverbs of the New Testament

Starts 21 June, 2015– 26 July
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