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Authorship of Jude

Half-brother of Jesus

Identified himself 

“brother of James”  

Aligns him with the 

family of Jesus

Not the apostle named Jude, 

a man who was called 

“the son of James” (Luke 6:16)
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Authorship of Jude

Matthew 13:55

Records the names of the brothers of 

Jesus as James and Judas 

Shortened as Jude in English versions

Not - Judas Iscariot the disciple 

who betrayed Jesus

Authorship of Jude

Like his older brother James, 

Jude did not place his faith in Jesus while 

He was still alive. 

Only after the crucifixion and resurrection 

did he become a follower of his 

half-brother, Jesus.
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Authorship of Jude

I Corinthians 9:5

Lord’s brothers and their wives took 

missionary journeys. 

Eventually Jude came to a powerful belief in 

Jesus and traveled on behalf of the gospel

Difficult to Date, 

few personal details 

No particular individuals or places. 

Probably between AD 67 and 80. 

When Was Jude Written?
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Edgy 

Conciseness 

Communicates urgency

Few words - not dancing around the issue

False teachers needed to be condemned and 

removed from the church

Why is Jude So Important?

He saw within the church people and practices 

that were worthy of condemnation including  

Rejecting authority 

Seeking to please themselves 

Why is Jude So Important?
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Used biblical imagery to make clear what 

he thought of it all—

Cain killing his brother Abel 

Sodom and Gomorrah -

punishment of sinful people

Not Subtle accounts and outcomes

(Jude 1:7, 11) 

Why is Jude So Important?

Preface to Jude
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Isn’t God’s Grace Greater 

Than All Our Sin?

If We’re Forgiven, 

What’s Wrong with Sin?

Preface to Jude

If We’re Forgiven, 

What’s Wrong with Sin?

New Christians Found a “Shortcut.”  

Easier way to heaven 

Colossal  Loophole
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If We’re Forgiven, 

What’s Wrong with Sin?

Jesus had forgiven them of sin

Therefore sin didn’t matter 

anymore

They could sin all they wanted; 

They were forgiven

Is God’s Grace Greater 

Than All Our Sin?

He will just take care of it……
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Is God’s Grace Greater 

Than All Our Sin?

Professing Christians who are 

carriers of a light view of sin 

can infect and destroy an 

entire congregation 

Sin is Serious Business  

Is God’s Grace Greater 

Than All Our Sin?

In Old Testament:

Animals died 

as a reminder 

that sin is a 

matter of life and death 
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Is God’s Grace Greater 

Than All Our Sin?

In New Testament:

God’s Son died 

to save us from sin

not so we could sin all we wanted

but to free us from the power 

that sin has to enslave us  

Is God’s Grace Greater 

Than All Our Sin?

John 8:34 – (Jesus) 

“Anyone who sins is a slave of sin ” 
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Outline of Jude

I. Greeting  (vv. 1-2)

II. The Issue of False Teachers (vv. 3-4)

III. The History of False Teachers (vv. 5-7)

IV. The Description of False Teachers (vv. 8-16) 

V. The Resistance to False Teachers (vv. 17-23)

VI. Doxology/Benediction (vv. 24-25)

Expose the false teachers 

Purposes



7/25/2015

11

Believers should

Stand against those working against 

Jesus Christ. 

Remember the teaching of the Apostles

Build each other up in the faith 

Pray in the Holy Spirit

Keep in the love of God 

(Jude 1:17, 20–21)

Purposes

James Points Out:

False teachers that infiltrate 

a Christian community

Often unnoticed by the faithful

Need heighten awareness 

Shows, in vivid detail,

how terrible false teachers are

Purposes
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Theme

Key 

Verses

Christ in 

Jude

Theme
Exposing false teachers and 

standing firm in the faith

Key 

Verses

Christ in 

Jude



7/25/2015

13

Theme
Exposing false teachers and 

standing firm in the faith

Key 

Verses
1:3, 21-23

Christ in 

Jude

Theme
Exposing false teachers and 

standing firm in the faith

Key 

Verses
1:3, 21-23

Christ in 

Jude

Jesus is our only Master and Lord, 

who will judge the false prophets

at His coming (1:4, 14-16)
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Verses 1-4 

Greeting and 

Purpose

Mercy, peace, 

and love

Contend  for the 

faith!

Certain persons 

have secretly 

slipped in

Emphasis Appealing

Tone Personal concern

Directed 

to

“Beloved in God 

the Father” 

(1:1)

JUDE

Jude 1-2 (NKJV)       Greeting
1 Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and 

brother of James,

To those who are called, sanctified by God 

the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ:
2 Mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to 

you.

Jude modestly …

identifies himself 

and greets fellow believers
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Why “bondservant” of Jesus 
instead of his brother?

Greek word “doulous”

Bond-servant or Slave

“to completely and absolutely assign all 

personal rights over to the authority and will of 

another person; to be in a permanent relation 

of servitude to another, his (the slave’s) will 

altogether swallowed up in the will of another”  

Why “bondservant” of Jesus 
instead of his brother?

Did not call Jesus his brother or half-brother, 

making claim to some special relationship 

In humility, sees himself having only one 

objective and one distinction in life –

To be at the disposal of Jesus 

for service in His cause
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Jude 1-2 (NKJV)       Greeting

1 Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, 
and brother of James,
To those who are called, sanctified by God the 
Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ:
2 Mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.

Jude 1-2 (NKJV)       Greeting

False teachers had corrupted the word 

“Mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance”

Implies God’s grace toward us

Not to selfishly enjoy His grace

But to share with all mankind

Why no “grace” in his greeting?
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Jude 3-4 (NKJV)    
The Issue of False Teachers

3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to 

you concerning our common salvation, I found it 

necessary to write to you exhorting you to 

contend earnestly for the faith which was once 

for all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain men 

have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were 

marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, 

who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and 

deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus 

Christ.

Jude 3-4 (NKJV)    
The Issue of False Teachers

Jude had hoped to write 

a positive letter 

about enjoying salvation

But due to so many false teachers

Wrote a letter of warning
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Contend Earnestly For The Faith

Greek word for “contend” 

root of English word “agony”

Could read, 

“I felt I had to write and urge you to 

earnestly agonize for the faith”

Contend:

Standing for the truth

Knowing scripture and teaching others 

the truth of the gospel. 

Opposing false doctrine through the 

teaching of sound doctrine, 

Better to die than to deny the truth.

Contend Earnestly For The Faith
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Contend Earnestly For The Faith

Agonizing:

Lifestyle obedient to the truth

Personal sacrifice and discipline. 

“For I am already being poured out like a 

drink offering, and the time has come for my 

departure. I have fought the good fight, I 

have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith.” 

II Tim. 4:6-7

Verses 1-4 

Greeting and 

Purpose

Mercy, peace, 

and love

Contend  for the 

faith!

Certain persons 

have secretly 

slipped in

Verses 5-16

Exposure of 

False Teachers

Doom is certain

Guilt is sure

Spirituality is 

empty

Lives are Godless

Emphasis Appealing Revealing

Tone Personal concern Bold exposure

Directed 

to

“Beloved in God 

the Father” 

(1:1)

Those who

indulged in “gross 

immorality”

(1:7)

JUDE
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Jude 5-7 (NKJV)    
The History of False Teachers

5 But I want to remind you, though you once knew 
this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of 
the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who 
did not believe.6 And the angels who did not keep 
their proper domain, but left their own abode, He 
has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness 
for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar 
manner to these, having given themselves over to 
sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, 
are set forth as an example, suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire.

“certain men.......have 

secretly 

slipped in among you”

False teachers 

Do not announce 

themselves 

Infiltrate the church 

Pretending to be 

Christians 
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“certain men.......have secretly 

slipped in among you”

How to Identify False teachers 

Change the nature of grace 

Take God’s promise of forgiveness as 

liberty to indulge in immorality

Deny Jesus Christ 

Don’t acknowledge as God 

What Is A False Teacher?

Not simply someone you disagree with 

about… 

Theology

Doctrine

Less Clear Interpretations 
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False Teachers

1 John 4:1-3
Claims that Christ did not appear in the 

flesh, was not God’s son, or was not the 

sacrifice for our sin

Romans 4:2-3
Teaches that one needs more than 

faith in Christ to be saved

False Teachers

1 Timothy 4:1-5; Galatians 5:4-8; 
Colossians 2:20-23

Burdens believers with extra-biblical rules 

that they then feel compelled to follow 

1 Timothy 6:3-5
Views godliness as a form of gain 

2 Peter 2:3
Uses their ministry to exploit believers 
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False Teachers

Galatians 5:10
Causes confusion

Romans 16:17
Causes division 

2 Peter 2:13-15
Pursues sensuality

False Teachers

Colossians 2:18
Emphasizes spiritual experiences 

over scriptural truth

2 Peter 2:3; Acts 20:30
Invents stories and distorts scripture, 

leading people away from Christ
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False Teachers

A false teacher is someone whose teaching leads 

people away from Christ –

Causing them to stumble and fall into sin

Live under guilt and condemnation

Reject God altogether

.

False Teachers

Very crafty

Know exactly which words 
and phrases to use in 
order to sound spiritual

Don’t relinquish their authority easily

Their humility is false
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False Teachers

Whenever a knowledgeable believer exposes 

their hypocrisy and scripture-twisting…

Often accuse that person of being 

Bitter

Divisive

Rebellious

Slanderous

Engaging in persecution

The History of False Teachers

History has shown us 

Past conduct of apostates 

God’s punishment for 

the wicked and perverse
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The History of False Teachers

The warnings of God were against

Unbelief

Pride

Lust

Greed

Sexual immorality

Perversions

Rebellion

Jude 5  The History of False Teachers

“Though you already know all this, I want to 

remind you that the Lord delivered His people 

out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who 

did not believe.”
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The Israelites who marched from Egypt to the 

Promised Land refused to go in 

For 40 years they suffered

All over 20 years old never saw the 

Promised Land

All they had to do was trust and 

believe God

Jude 5  The History of False Teachers

The Israelites were physically 

delivered from bondage 

Not by their faith as a nation

But by God’s covenant love and mercy. 

Jude 5  The History of False Teachers
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“And the angels who did not keep their 

positions of authority but abandoned their own 

home - these He has kept in darkness, bound 

with everlasting chains for judgment on the 

great Day.”

Jude 6  The History of False Teachers

Angels in Heaven, under Lucifer, who fell

Prideful

Rebelled against God 

Cast out of heaven

Never again to regain 

their place of usefulness

Jude 6  The History of False Teachers
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“In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and 

the surrounding towns gave themselves up 

to sexual immorality and perversion. They 

serve as an example of those who suffer the 

punishment of eternal fire.”

Jude 7  The History of False Teachers

Jude 8-16 (NKJV)  
The Description of False Teachers

8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, 

reject authority, and speak evil of 

dignitaries. 9 Yet Michael the archangel, in 

contending with the devil, when he disputed 

about the body of Moses, dared not bring 

against him a reviling accusation, but said, 

“The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these speak evil 

of whatever they do not know; and whatever 

they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these 

things they corrupt themselves.
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Jude 8-16 (NKJV)  
The Description of False Teachers

11 Woe to them! For they have gone in the way 

of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam 

for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 
12 These are spots in your love feasts, while 

they feast with you without fear, serving only 

themselves. They are clouds without water, 

carried about by the winds; late autumn trees 

without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the 

roots; 13 raging waves of the sea, foaming up 

their own shame; wandering stars for whom is 

reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 

Jude 8-16 (NKJV)  
The Description of False Teachers

14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, 

prophesied about these men also, saying, 

“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of 

His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to 

convict all who are ungodly among them of all 

their ungodly deeds which they have committed 

in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things 

which ungodly sinners have spoken against 

Him.”  16 These are grumblers, complainers, 

walking according to their own lusts; and they 

mouth great swelling words, flattering people to 

gain advantage.
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The Description of False Teachers

Describes the conduct of the apostates 

presently in the church: 

Reject authority (vv. 8-10) 

Walk in error (v. 11)

Lead falsely (vv. 12-13) 

Please themselves (vv. 14-16)

Verse 8: “In the very same way, these 

dreamers pollute their own bodies, reject 

authority, and slander celestial beings.”

Starts small 

Gradually becomes more and more 

extreme

You start to pollute a river

it isn’t long before the life of 

the river starts to die off

The Description of False Teachers
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Reject the Lordship of Jesus Christ 

in their life

Ignore and dispute with those that God has 

placed over them

The Description of False Teachers

Hebrews 13:17: 

“Obey your leaders and submit to their 

authority. They keep watch over you as men 

who must give an account. Obey them so 

that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for 

that would be of no advantage to you.” 

The Description of False Teachers
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Verse 9: 

“But even the archangel Michael, when he 

was disputing with the devil about the body 

of Moses, did not dare to bring a 

slanderous accusation against him; but 

said, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’”

Verse 10: 

“Yet these men speak abusively against 

whatever they do not understand; and what 

things they do understand by instinct, these 

are the very things that destroy them.”

The Description of False Teachers

Contrasts

False Teachers 

Arrogant

Argumentative

Abusive

Human wisdom

Archangel Michael

Used scripture

Humble 

Defer to God 

The Description of False Teachers
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Verse 11: “Woe to them! They have taken the 

way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into 

Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed in 

Korah’s rebellion.”

Warning to the false teachers 

Cain

Balaam

Korah

Tragic and terrible examples of sin

The Description of False Teachers

Cain

Believed in God 

(via parents at least)

Disobedient

Paid the price 

The Description of False Teachers



7/25/2015

35

Balaam 

Prototype

Greedy 

Money-orientated ministries

Numbers chapters 22, 23, & 24. 

The Description of False Teachers

Korah

Rebelled against Moses 

When the sons of Aaron 

and the tribe of Levi were 

made the priests of the nation. 

He wanted to act as a priest and minister 

before the altar of God, 

and incited others to follow

Numbers 16:1-35

The Description of False Teachers
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Korah argued these three points:

(1) Moses & Aaron are no better than 

anyone else

(2) Everyone in Israel has been chosen of 

the LORD

(3) We don’t need to obey Moses & Aaron…

Korah can do this 

The Description of False Teachers

Korah led many people 

to their deaths

He wanted to function 

as a priest

Did not recognize the 

delegated authority of Moses 

The Description of False Teachers
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False Teachers –

Ambitious to do and be what they want 

not what God is calling them to do 

Build ministries that best serve them

They worship Jesus, but why? 

Because of who Jesus is,

or to build up their own ministry? 

The Description of False Teachers

Verses 1-4 

Greeting and 

Purpose

Mercy, peace, 

and love

Contend  for the 

faith!

Certain persons 

have secretly 

slipped in

Verses 5-16

Exposure of 

False Teachers

Doom is certain

Guilt is sure

Spirituality is 

empty

Lives are Godless

Verses 17-23

Warnings and 

Commands 

for Christians

“Remember!”

“Keep 

yourselves!”

“Have mercy!”

“Save!” (1:23)

Emphasis Appealing Revealing Reminding

Tone Personal concern Bold exposure Strong 

Exhortation

Directed 

to

“Beloved in God 

the Father” 

(1:1)

Those who

indulged in “gross 

immorality”

(1:7)

“But you, 

beloved…” 

(1:17, 20)

JUDE
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Jude 17-23 (NKJV)  The Resistance to False Teachers

17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were 
spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 18 how they told you that there would be 
mockers in the last time who would walk according to 
their own ungodly lusts. 19 These are sensual 
persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit.
20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep 
yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
22 And on some have compassion, making a 
distinction; 23 but others save with fear, pulling them 
out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the 
flesh.

The Resistance to False Teachers

False Teachers will certainly

Infiltrate the church 

Try to divide the fellowship 

How to resist?

Keep growing in the faith

Live in God’s love 

Show mercy and concern 

for those who doubt
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Verses 1-4 

Greeting and 

Purpose

Mercy, peace, 

and love

Contend  for the 

faith!

Certain persons 

have secretly 

slipped in

Verses 5-16

Exposure of 

False Teachers

Doom is certain

Guilt is sure

Spirituality is 

empty

Lives are Godless

Verses 17-23

Warnings and 

Commands 

for Christians

“Remember!”

“Keep 

yourselves!”

“Have mercy!”

“Save!” (1:23)

Verses 24-25

Benediction

Our ultimate 

hope

Our infinite 

God

Emphasis Appealing Revealing Reminding Praising

Tone Personal concern Bold exposure Strong 

Exhortation

Great hope

Directed 

to

“Beloved in God 

the Father” 

(1:1)

Those who

indulged in “gross 

immorality”

(1:7)

“But you, 

beloved…” 

(1:17, 20)

“The only God” 

(1:25)

JUDE

Doxology/Benediction

24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from 

stumbling, And to present you faultless

Before the presence of His glory with 

exceeding joy,25 To God our Savior,

Who alone is wise, 

Be glory and majesty,

Dominion and power,

Both now and forever.

Amen.
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Doxology/Benediction

Concludes with a 
Benediction 

that promises 

Ultimate Victory 
over Apostasy 

Fight for the truth! 

Stand up against error! 

Jude is full of punchy and pithy proclamations

short commands and statements

Crowds prefer a softer and gentler side of the 

Christian faith

Application
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But Jude reminds us that

There is a time and a place for the 

aggressive protection of the truth from 

those who would seek to tear it down

Application

How can you 

Participate in defending 

the Truth from error?

Personal Application
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Isn’t the dispute between Michael the 

archangel and the devil based on an 

apocryphal story?

Jude 9 (NKJV) –

Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with 

the devil, when he disputed about the body of 

Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling 

accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”
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Apocryphal story?

Problem:

Jude records an account in which Michael the 

archangel and the devil have a dispute over the 

body of Moses

Account is not found in the Old Testament 

Found in a false writing titled 

The Assumption of Moses

Apocryphal story?

Solution: 

Just because the account is not found in any Old 

Testament passages of Scripture doesn’t 

mean that the event did not occur

The Bible often cites truths from books that are 

not inspired, but which contain some true 

statements  
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Apocryphal story?

Solution: 

A biblical author is not limited to 

citing only Scripture  

All truth is God’s truth, wherever it is found

Doesn’t Jude cite the uninspired 

Book of Enoch 

as divinely authoritative?

Jude 14 (NKJV)  

Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied 

about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord 

comes with ten thousands of His saints,
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Doesn’t Jude cite the uninspired 

Book of Enoch 

as divinely authoritative?

Problem:

Jude quotes the Book of Enoch 

Enoch is considered a false writing

Doesn’t Jude cite the uninspired 

Book of Enoch 

as divinely authoritative?

Solution: 

Not certain actually citing the Book of Enoch.  

May be mentioning an event also found in this 

uninspired book.  

Does not affirm that Enoch wrote this statement. 

Simply records what Enoch said.  
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Doesn’t Jude cite the uninspired Book of 

Enoch as divinely authoritative?

Solution: 

Jude may have been using a valid oral tradition 

and not the Book of Enoch.

Even if Jude took this statement from the Book 

of Enoch, it is still true.  


