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James 2:1-13 

Favoritism Forbidden

General Plan

Exegesis

–Look at Verses

–Check any facts / culture / grammar etc.

–How does other Scripture help clarify or 
give supporting evidence?

–Actionable Items?
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James 2: 1 

2 My brothers and sisters, believers in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show 
favoritism.

To who was James writing and how 

does he describe them?

Primarily to the early Jewish Christians 

“my brothers, believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

All of us by association…..
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What was their 

economic situation?

Probably ran the whole gamut 

rich to poor

There is no reason to think that all (or most) of 
the early Jewish Christians were wealthy, 
particularly those that were scattered in Asia and 
Europe.

James 2: 2-4 

2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting 
wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a 
poor man in filthy old clothes also comes 
in. 3 If you show special attention to the man 
wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good 
seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You 
stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my 
feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among 
yourselves and become judges with evil 
thoughts?
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Where is James prohibiting 

discrimination specifically (vs 2)?

In church meetings -

most early Christians met in homes 

there was probably not enough seating 

some people had to sit on the floor. 

"don't give a rich man a seat and make a poor 

man stand in the back or sit on the floor."

Is that the only place he intends us to 

welcome the poor?

Absolutely not. 

By using a church meeting as his example, 

implying that we must not discriminate anyplace
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How does the world treat the 

wealthy vs. the poor?

Greater deference and respect. 

Why would first-century believers 

find James' concept revolutionary?

Early Jewish Christians grew up in the Jewish 

heritage which did, in fact, honor the wealthy. 

Deuteronomy 7:12-14



7/5/2015

8

Deuteronomy 7:12-14

12 If you pay attention to these laws and are 
careful to follow them, then the LORD your God 
will keep his covenant of love with you, as he 
swore to your ancestors. 13 He will love you and 
bless you and increase your numbers. He will 
bless the fruit of your womb, the crops of your 
land—your grain, new wine and olive oil—the 
calves of your herds and the lambs of your 
flocks in the land he swore to your ancestors to 
give you.

Deuteronomy 7:12-14

14 You will be blessed more than any other 

people; none of your men or women will be 

childless, nor will any of your livestock be 
without young.
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Why would first-century believers 

find James' concept revolutionary?

Jewish Prosperity Gospel

The Jews were:

God's chosen people 

He promised them wealth 

if they would simply follow His laws 

Why would first-century believers 

find James' concept revolutionary?. 

Because of Christ everyone is equal. 

A tough concept for both rich and poor.
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Is James condemning the wealthy 

and exalting the poor?

No. 

He is simple saying to play no favorites 

He speaks of favoring the wealthy 

as just one sin of many

He enlarges on this theme in Chapters 4 and 5

Whose side is God on?

God is on no one's side. 

God doesn't take sides. 

God loves us all equally 

Not ---

poor people more than rich ones 

the downtrodden more than the successful
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James 2: 5-7

5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has 
not God chosen those who are poor in the 
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to 
inherit the kingdom he promised those who 
love him? 6 But you have dishonored the 
poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting 
you? Are they not the ones who are 
dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the 
ones who are blaspheming the noble name 
of him to whom you belong?

How does one inherit God's 

Kingdom?

Accept Jesus and put your faith in Him.

John 1:12  (NIV)

12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God—
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Misinterpretation / Logic Fallacy?

The inverse of the conditional:

If p⟹q Then       ¬p⟹¬q

The inverse of a true conditional is 

not necessarily true

and the inverse of a false conditional is 

not necessarily false

Misinterpretation / Logic Fallacy?

Jewish Prosperity Gospel would have agreed:

If poor ⟹saved  

Then      

¬poor⟹¬saved
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Misinterpretation / Logic Fallacy?

The verse says that God has given those who are 

poor in money riches in faith. 

Does not therefore mean 

those rich in money are poor in faith? 

God has promised poor people a share in His 

kingdom that He will give everyone who loves 

Him.

Dishonored Poor / Exploiting Rich?

Who is James talking to?

Fellow Christians (see vs 2:1)

What is he talking about?

Rich people are dragging poor people into court 

so that

"the rich get richer and the poor get poorer." 
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Dishonored Poor / Exploiting Rich?

Not persecution for being Christian, 

but lawsuits for economic reasons

Example of economic disrespect 

(between Christians)

Seeing differences in status 

as differences in God’s eyes

Prejudices between classes unchanged in 2,000 years

Why should Christians Act Different?

Rejecting the poor man, 

who was chosen by Christ, 

is rejecting Christ Himself

Rejecting a complement

Diminishes the giver of the complement
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Why should Christians Act Different?

Those who mistreat poor people are slandering 

the name of God to whom we all belong.

How do our actions bring glory to God?

James 2: 8-11 
8 If you really keep the royal law found in 
Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you 
are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you 
sin and are convicted by the law as 
lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole 
law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty 
of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “You 
shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall 
not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but 
do commit murder, you have become a 
lawbreaker.
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What is the Royal Law?

Matthew 7:12 

heed the "royal law" or "golden rule" 

“do unto others 

as you would have them do to you.”

Leviticus 19:15-18 

same spelled out in the law of Moses 

Matthew 7:12

12 “So whatever you wish that others would 

do to you, do also to them, for this is the 

Law and the Prophets.
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Leviticus 19:15

15 “‘Do not pervert justice; do not show 

partiality to the poor or favoritism to the 
great, but judge your neighbor fairly.

Favoritism

Leads to….

Being a Law Breaker

breaking the "royal law" 

going through the gate to destruction
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Matthew 7:13-14

13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide 

is the gate and broad is the road that leads 

to destruction, and many enter through 

it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the 
road that leads to life, and only a few find it.

Favoritism

Loss of Salvation by not obeying Law?

Breaking one law 

makes a person completely guilty before God

Thanks be to God for Salvation through Christ 

and not works!
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Keep Whole Law?

All or none function

“the strength by which a nerve or muscle fiber responds 
to a stimulus is independent of the strength of the 
stimulus. If that stimulus exceeds the threshold potential, 
the nerve or muscle fiber will give a complete response; 
otherwise, there is no response.”

Stimulus = Sin

Break just one part of the law, 

we break all of it. 

Despite our best efforts, 

we can't help ourselves 

from breaking the law 

Keep Whole Law?
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James 2: 12-13

12 Speak and act as those who are going to 

be judged by the law that gives 

freedom,13 because judgment without mercy 

will be shown to anyone who has not been 
merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

Mercy greater than Judgement

(Mercy > Judgement)

Remember that we are all counted righteous 

for Christ’s sake.  

How can we then judge others 

by a different standard?  

God’s Grace is available to all.

Sinner – one who has shown no mercy



7/5/2015

21

Summary of Chapter 2

Mercy greater than Judgement

God’s people are to show mercy, 

not judgement or partiality.  

God has shown this same mercy to us.

Application

Are Christians under the Law?

Law of Moses 

Christians are set free

for the purpose of Salvation. 

Continues to set a standard 

for our behavior.
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Small Catechism
“What purposes does the Law then serve?”

• First, the Law helps to control violent outbursts of 
sin and keeps order in the world (a curb).

• Second, the Law accuses us and shows us our sin 
(a mirror). 

• Third, the Law teaches us Christians what we 
should and should not do to live a God-pleasing 
life (a guide). The power to live according to the 
Law comes from the Gospel.”

Purpose of Law

Curb – laws for all to make life better

Mirror – points to the need for Christ

All People
--------------------

Christians

Guide – How to live as a Christian

Application
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Law vs Grace

LAW

restraining negative behavior 

(adultery, murder, stealing, lying, etc.)

GRACE 

inspires positive behavior 

(worship the Lord, generosity, mercy, 

love, forgiveness, etc.)

James: 

Proverbs of the New Testament

Starts 21 June, 2015– 26 July
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James 2:14-26 

Faith and Deeds
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James 2:14-17
14 What good is it, my brothers and 

sisters, if someone claims to have faith 

but has no deeds? Can such faith save 

them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is 

without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of 

you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 

warm and well fed,” but does nothing 

about their physical needs, what good is 

it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it 
is not accompanied by action, is dead.

Can such faith without deeds 

save a person?

No…. 

From a certain point of view

Luther said, 

"You are saved by faith alone, 

but if faith is alone, 

it is not faith."
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Can such faith without deeds 

save a person?

Incomplete Faith:

Intellectual assent or agreement 

With a Christian set of teachings, 

Can such faith without deeds 

save a person?

True Faith:

Transforms our conduct and our thoughts

If our lives remain unchanged, 

we don't truly believe the truths 

we claim to believe.
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Important to have deeds with faith?

From a worldly perspective

Demonstrates to others what it means 

to be a Christian. 

H.L. Wilmington… 

"a silent believer may indeed be a 

saint before God, but he remains a 

sinner before man until he walks 

the walk and talks the talk of 

Christian service."

What are we being asked to do ? 

We are to reach out with the love of God to 

anyone in need, not with words, but with actions. 

We are to do so because 

Christ gave his life for us. 

Proper motivation is important in understanding 

the value of our works. 
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1 John 3:16-18 (NIV)

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ 

laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 

down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If 

anyone has material possessions and sees a 

brother or sister in need but has no pity on 

them, how can the love of God be in that 

person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with 

words or speech but with actions and in truth.

Modern Examples

Does someone need to be picked up at the airport 
and you tell him of a good limo service instead of 
offering to get him? 

Did you go to the last clean-up day at church? 
If not, why not? 

Today, giving up one's time to help someone in need 
is often more difficult than giving money.
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When a person becomes a Christian, 

new life begins, 

that life must express itself in 

“spiritual motion,” or good deeds. 

In James' words, 

“What good is it ... if a man claims to have 

faith but has no deeds?” (2:14)

“Good Works” 

James uses terms differently 

Purpose of Paul –

how to become a Christian

Salvation / New Life

Purpose of James –

how to act like a Christian

Sanctification / Growth

Addressing the Misunderstanding 

About Faith + Works 
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James vs Paul

Romans 5:1-2a (NIV)

Therefore, since we have been justified through 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained 

access by faith into this grace in which we now 

stand.

James 2:14 (NIV)

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if 

someone claims to have faith but has no 

deeds? Can such faith save them?

What does Jesus say about 

faith and works 

Matthew 7:26-27

Faith without deeds is no different than building a 
house on sand, which is quickly washed away.

Sand = weak faith / no faith 

Works evidence of faith

poor works = low faith 

but still faith
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Matthew 7:26-27

26 And everyone who hears these words of mine 

and does not do them will be like a foolish man 

who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain 

fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew 

and beat against that house, and it fell, and 

great was the fall of it.”

James 2: 18-19
18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I 

have deeds.”

Show me your faith without deeds, and I 

will show you my faith by my deeds.19 You 

believe that there is one God. Good! Even 

the demons believe that—and shudder.



7/5/2015

32

Sets up the argument / Apology

Uses “Wrong” definition of faith for 
consideration

Says you can separate faith from 

faithful living

Addressing the Misunderstanding 
About Faith + Works 

Points out Inconsistencies:

Even demons believe with the kind of 

‘faith’ James condemns

Work = actions done in response to justification

Addressing the Misunderstanding 
About Faith + Works 
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Points out Inconsistencies:

Mere intellectual assent is not saving faith, 

nor does it produce fruit in response to 

God’s gifts

Mere lip service does not reflect faith

Addressing the Misunderstanding 
About Faith + Works 

Faith Without Works?

Cannot have right faith 

without the response of right works

Cannot do good works without faith.  

Good Work   = Quality

Good Works = That which Glorifies God  
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Faith Without Works?

Must faith have works to be real ?

No,  but… 

cannot separate faith from works 

nor works from faith

Faith cannot be separated from the response …

the works naturally flow 

from the faith God plants

Faith and Deeds cannot exist 

independently of one another

Faith brings us salvation; 

Active obedience demonstrates that our 

faith is genuine.

Faith Without Works?
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James 2: 20-24

20 You foolish person, do you want evidence 
that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not 
our father Abraham considered righteous for 
what he did when he offered his son Isaac on 
the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his 
actions were working together, and his faith 
was made complete by what he did. 23 And the 
scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness,” and he was called God’s 
friend. 24 You see that a person is considered 
righteous by what they do and not by faith 
alone.

Faith or Works

Not relative value of faith over works

Problem of separating faith and works

Not that works are better than faith but that 

simple assent to certain beliefs is not truly faith
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Was Abraham saved by 

faith or works? 

Justified – Greek = 

counted righteous or shown to be righteous

recognized as righteous

to live as a righteous person

i.e. – shown to be righteous by actions

Faith primary

Romans 4:3 (NIV)

3 What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed 

God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness.”
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Genesis 15:3-6 (NIV)
3 And Abram said, “You have given me no 

children; so a servant in my household will be 

my heir.”  4 Then the word of the LORD came to 

him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son 

who is your own flesh and blood will be your 

heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up 

at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can 

count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 

offspring be.”  6 Abram believed the LORD, and he 

credited it to him as righteousness.

Was Abraham saved by 

faith or works? 

By faith 

When he believed that Sarah would have 

children that would inherit the earth. 

Occurred before he offered up Isaac 

which was only a proof of the 

genuineness of his faith.
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Translations

NIV: You see that his faith and his actions were 
working together, and his faith was made 
complete by what he did.

ESV: You see that faith was active along with his 
works, and faith was completed by his works;

HCSB: You see that faith was active together with 
his works, and by works, faith was perfected.

LUTH: You see that his faith was active with his 
works and by works faith reached its goal.

Eph 2:8-10

8 For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no 

one may boast.10 For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.
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James 2: 25-26

25 And in the same way was not also Rahab 

the prostitute justified by works when she 

received the messengers and sent them out 

by another way? 26 For as the body apart from 

the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from 

works is dead.

Rahab the Prostitute 

When Moses' spies came to Jericho, she hid 

them and helped them escape. 

In this way, her deeds demonstrated faith in 

God's purpose for Israel.

As a result (of her faith), she and her family were 

saved when the city was destroyed.
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Translations

James 2:26—do works give life to faith or are they 
evidence of faith?

NIV: As the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without deeds is dead.

ESV: For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, 
so also faith apart from works is dead.

HCSB: For just as the body without the spirit is 
dead, so also faith without works is dead.

LUTH: For just as the body without breath is dead, 
so faith without works is dead

Translations

Breath of Life – Not Holy Spirit

Less confusion with analogy

• The body can not live without the breath of life, 
and life cannot exist apart from the body. 

• Neither can faith and works be separated.  ‘As 
faith without works is dead so are works without 
faith dead’
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2: 14-26 Summary

• False Understandings of Faith

– Knowledge without application or effect

– Focusing on actions alone apart from faith in Christ

• True faith 

and its response of true good works 
cannot be separated

• Works naturally follow faith 

Application

14-26 Summery

God has given us a great gift through Christ Jesus

Forgiven us, declared us righteous and holy

He now blesses us by calling us to serve Him in the 

lives of those around us

A living faith leads us to gladly share with others 

what we have freely received in Christ

Application
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