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The Kingdom on the 
Left/Human Affairs

• An anthropological or human 
construct(s)

• Possesses various divine 
institutions

• Self

• Marriage

• Family

• Establishmentarianism 
(Government of the state)

The Kingdom on the 
Right/Spiritual Kingdom

• A spiritual construct

• Possesses or is its own, 
singular, divine institution

• The church

The Kingdom on the 
Left/Human Affairs

The Kingdom on the 
Right/Spiritual Kingdom

The Theocracy of Israel



5/31/2015

2

The Kingdom on the Right/Spiritual Kingdom

A spiritual construct

Possesses or is its own, singular, divine institution

The church

As we noted early in this series, the Kingdom on the left pertains 
to human government (s) which is an anthropological construct 
based on human properties.

In other words, the governments and institutions in the left 
Kingdom are constructed because of certain human properties 
in existence. 

For example:

The divine institution of “self” is based on the existence of a 
single human being.
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Consider marriage or national government. Both of these also, 
are based in human or anthropological properties which means 
they are designed by God for all human beings.

Marriage is both a legal and physical uniting of two individuals 
into a single institutional unit. 

National government (or lesser sized community governments) is 
the legal uniting of multiple individuals, married couples and 
families into a single institutional establishment or governmental 
unit.

These divine constructs/institutions are all based on human or 
anthropological properties which all humans possess thus, they 
were created for all humans, Christian and non-Christian.

And all of these are given various special duties and protocols by 
God that are revealed in Scripture which inform us how the 
various divine institutions are to operate. 

And the ultimate objective of these is the protection, prosperity 
and perpetuity of mankind. They are physically, humanly or 
anthropologically based divine institutions.

Which now brings us to the Kingdom on the right, the 
church.
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Unlike the Kingdom on the left with its various divine institutions 
which are based in physical, human or anthropological 
properties, the Kingdom on the right, which is the church 
(simultaneously its own divine institution as well – think of 
Australia which is both a continent and country), is not a 
construct based in or on physical, human or anthropological 
properties.

Instead, the Kingdom on the left, the church, is a spiritual 
construct based on the property of the spiritual. What that 
“spiritual” property is and how the spiritual construct of the 
church comes into being is very specifically presented in 
Scripture.

1 Corinthians 5:17 (NASB)

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old 
things passed away; behold, new things have come.

The Greek word for “new creature” is the feminine noun κτίσις
(ktisis). It refers to something that is original in its establishment 
or a new creation. It is a new order or new institution, not 
existing beforehand. Here and most elsewhere it is used with 
reference to the Divine establishment of an institution.

The Greek word for Creator is found in the masculine form of 
the word, κτίστης (ktistés)
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This new order or new spiritual species is doctrinally amplified 
beginning in the Acts of the Apostles (the book of Acts) and 
then, through the various books of the New Testament with 
Paul, the greatest of the Apostles, all of the doctrinal protocols 
and practices for the new order or new spiritual species which is 
referred to as the church or the ekklesia, is laid out for its 
members to follow.

The Apostle Peter provides one of the best summations of the 
spiritual construct of the church in 1 Peter 2:9 (NASB):

But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY 
NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light;
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Institutional Design and Authority Structure of the Church

The church has two organizational forms. One is its universal 
design and the other is its local design. Both have a government.

The Church Universal - the church universal is represented by all 
believers belonging to Christ through the new birth which comes 
when one believes on the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior 

Colossians 1:18 – Christ is the head of the church, his body

Ephesians 4:11-12 – He gave some apostles, prophets, 
evangelists and pastor/teachers.

These are all broad references to the whole of all Christians 
without distinction or regard to local assemblies.

The Local Church – the local church refers to various individual 
assemblies. 

Philippians 4:15 (NASB):

You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching 
of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me 
in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone;

1 Thessalonians 1:1 (NASB):

Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, To the church of the 
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace 
to you and peace.
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Membership

The universal church – only those belonging to Christ through 
the new birth. 

The local church – those who have met the various criteria of 
the local church’s requirements which ideally will be that which 
is taught by the Bible. See your local church for what is required 
to join.

Notice the difference?

Which is why our Lord teaches that he will come to separate the 
wheat from the tares, one day.

Authority Structure

Just as in the previous section, there are many sects and 
denominations in the body of Christ who do not share precisely 
the same doctrines on church government.

This class is not devoted to discussing that issue. What is being 
established in the principle, itself, which is recognized by almost 
every Christian church. All of them, with rare exception, have 
some form of government they believe is based on Scripture 
because the Bible does present an authority structure in the 
local church.
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This is precisely why church discipline involving 
excommunication as a last resort, is not only valid but binding in 
heaven if done via a proper authority structure.

Matthew 18:15-18

15“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, 
just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won 
your brother over. 16But if he will not listen, take one or two 
others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the 
testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17If he refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the 
church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

By the way, the expression, “tell it to the church” does not mean 
to broadcast the issue or offense publicly rather, that one 
informs the authorities in the church and they handle the 
matter.

A proper analogy is something like telling “the police” or telling 
“the government”. It does not mean informing everyone of the 
entirety of the issue but those responsible for oversight and 
governance of the church and ultimately accountable for 
enforcing its regulations for members.
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The Objectives or Purpose of the Divine Institution of the 
Church

This area of concern is probably the most controversial of all 
subjects regarding the church. Many people, Christians mind 
you, see the body of Christ as a social body, primarily.

They are doctrinally ignorant of its spiritual construct thus, its 
spiritual objectives seeing that it is built upon, in and around 
Christ the Savior (again, I refer you to Peter’s great summary of 
the nature of God’s Kingdom, the spiritual Kingdom, God’s 
church, found in 1 Peter 2:9).

Because of doctrinal ignorance, either deliberate, by way of 
immaturity or simple neglect, in not viewing the church as 
primarily a spiritual body with spiritual objectives centered 
around fellowship with Christ, many leaders and members of the 
church have turned local assemblies and various denominations 
into institutions for social action whether it be for social justice, 
social equality, or some kind of broad socially benevolent action.

That is a misuse of the church and leads to the spiritual 
impotence of its people. Good works to the world are, indeed, 
the call of every Christian and the church, collectively, but these 
are not the formal protocols and mission of the church which is 
exhaustively spiritual in nature.
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*Which is why a local church or the church universal is failing to 
obey God by way of design and objective when it makes human 
or anthropological properties the center of its practical and/or 
doctrinal formation.

In other words, there is no such thing as a “white, black, brown, 
red, male, female, and so on” church. Any church that utilizes a 
human property such as race, gender, ethnicity and cultural 
values and so on, as the center of its spiritual expression and 
efforts whether doctrinally or practically, is not operating as a 
spiritual institution but as a human and social one and is 
violating God’s intended design.

This is not to say each local church or various sects and 
denominations will not have their own unique forms of doctrinal 
and practical spiritual expressions which is best exampled by this 
church and its denomination being Lutheran.

However, these doctrines and practices will not be the products 
or by-products of racial, ethnical, cultural or any other human 
property but that of Scripture which the church’s leaders and 
teachers, in good conscience, have studied and interpreted and 
then taught and applied, to the church.
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Acts  2:40-42 (NASB)
40 And with many other words he solemnly testified and 
kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from this 
perverse generation!” 41 So then, those who had received 
his word were baptized; and that day there were added 
about three thousand souls. 42 They were continually 
devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

This is not to say that there is never any non-spiritual focus of 
the church. However, repeatedly we read in the Scriptures, the 
constant emphasis and prioritization on two dimensions:

• With regard to the unsaved – evangelization

• With regard to the saved – leading them to spiritual maturity 
or edification (Ephesians 4) through instruction in the Word, 
prayer together and practical spiritual exercises such as are 
referred to in Colossians 3:12-16 (NASB):
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12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, 
put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience;

13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever 
has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so 
also should you.

14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond 
of unity.

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in one body; and be thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.
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Two other, of the many Scriptural references which inform us as 
to the protocols for the church with its spiritual centrality and 
emphasis which God has given in Scripture are:

The Great Commission – Matthew 28:18-20:
18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority 
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 [a]Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
[b]always, even to the end of the age.”

Paul’s Exhortation to Timothy – 2 Timothy 2:1-4 (NASB):

2 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus. 2 The things which you have heard from me in the 
presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who 
will be able to teach others also. 3 Suffer hardship with me, as a 
good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier in active service 
entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may 
please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. 
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A Summation of the Church’s Core Objectives

* Teach God's word to those who are not Christians - 1 Timothy 
3:15; Acts 11:22-26; Philippians 4:14-18; Acts 13:1-3; 1 
Thessalonians 1:8. 

* Edify, instruct, and if necessary discipline those who are 
members - Ephesians 4:16; 1 Corinthians 14:19,23-26; chapter 5; 
Hebrews 10:24,25; Matthew 18:15-17. 

* Provide opportunities for worship and praise to God - 1 
Corinthians 11:18-26,33; 14:15-26; 16:1,2; Hebrews 2:12; Acts 
20:7. 

* Provide for the physical needs of certain destitute members - 1 
Corinthians 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8 & 9; Acts 4:32-35; 6:1-6. 



5/31/2015

15

The Left Kingdom Work of the Church

Because time does not permit we will not be able to cover this 
dimension of the divine institution of the church. However, I 
would be negligent to not call your attention to this.

Though the construct and efforts of the church is spiritual in 
nature, not all of its work pertains to that which is spiritual.

It does have left kingdom business which involves the day to day 
operations such as deciding on facilities management and so on. 
There is no spiritual guide to plumbing. That said, what sets the 
church’s left kingdom business apart from the left kingdom is 
that we are to do it based on Biblical wisdom and while being 
filled with God’s Spirit.

The Duration of the Divine Institution of the Church

The church is composed of the people of God who are saved 
from judgement and born again to new and eternal life with 
Christ through faith in the gospel promise. Romans 8:14-17 
provides insight into the nature of that eternal state with Christ:

14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons 
of God. 15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading 
to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons 
by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit Himself 
testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if 
children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with 
Him.
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Next week will be the culmination of this series. We will quickly 
review the material and then have a series questions or 
challenges which involve both Bible passages which give 
directions or commands as well as various context in which one 
may find themselves. The objective will be to determine two 
things:

• Which of the divine institutions is the command from the 
Bible applicable and how and which are not in view?

• Of the context or scenarios presented, we will seek to 
determine what Biblical principle(s) apply with their how’s 
and why’s.


