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The Kingdom on the Left

The kingdom on the left represents government which pertains 
to human existence. It has in view the horizontal, the man to 
man. This does not mean it does not also involve the vertical, 
man to God, but its immediate concern has to do with man’s 
conduct with man or civil conduct. 

While some discussions and presentations on the topic of the 
kingdom on the left may begin with national governments, this 
study will begin further back, with several divine institutions that 
began before principles of establishment or the formation of 
governments were introduced in Scripture. 

Divine Institution 1: The Self or Individual

Normally marriage is viewed as the first divine institution 
established by God for humanity. In this case, I am going to 
enlarge the Biblical microscope a bit and demonstrate what can 
be classified as an even more basic divine institution namely, the 
self or individual with his volition or capacity to choose and its 
ultimate accountability before God.
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Self is more than a psychological phenomenon (though it is, 
indeed, in possession of a psychology) or the result of a 
philosophical abstract based on self-awareness, it is a creation 
by God (forming the first human in the image of the Triune God). 
The human self is no different than God, himself, in being a 
divine institution. In God’s case he is the preeminent institution 
under which all others come into existence. 

Self is the basic building block of human society. It is a single 
atom and whether you realize it or not, you, the individual or the 
human atom, are a divine institution, all unto yourself. When 
one atom breaks down as part of a larger element, it damages 
part of that element. One atom malfunctioning creates 
additional pressure and stress to the surrounding atoms which 
demand accelerated and increased function of those atoms in 
order to compensate for its integral failure.
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However, unlike atoms, we have capacity to contemplate and 
then choose how we will act. While all things which occur to our 
person are not always by our own decree, both our pro-actions 
and reactions to life’s events are ours to choose. Further, such 
choices have consequences for which we will answer.

And because we will stand before God to answer for our lives, it 
is paramount to understand the nature of the self or individual 
as a divine institution. As we will see, to disregard this is to 
weaken the self and all of its subsequent relationships and their 
institutions. 

We tend to excuse much of our life as the product of social 
amalgamation. We are victims of society’s imperfect population 
and imperfect social structures along with our imperfect bodies, 
minds and souls thus, we just can’t blame ourselves so much.

Such a view depresses God’s intended role of the self or 
individual as one who thinks for his or herself, takes 
responsibility for his/her life and instead, makes them habitually 
dependent on the adjustment of others on their behalf which is 
a selfish and immature function of the individual. This is called 
self-centeredness which ignores the larger world around one’s 
self.
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Self has an authority structure, it has a purpose/scope and it has 
a duration which were pre-designed by God as the means of 
man’s protection, prosperity and perpetuity. As we will see, 
individual protection, prosperity and perpetuity has a direct 
effect on the larger divine institutions and their protection, 
prosperity and perpetuity.

In the section below I am going to cover some things which 
pertain to all humans and some things which pertain just to 
Christians but all of which begin with and are required to be 
recognized and integrated by the individual into their self.

Authority Structure – As God has designed, each individual is 
their own authority structure. God has given each person the 
ability to make choices which is demonstrated in Gen 2:16-17 
(NASB):
16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of 
the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not at, for in the day that 
you eat from it you will surely die.”

Here, God creates a context of choice. He informs the first man 
and woman that they may eat of any tree except one. In other 
words, God gives them a choice, to obey or disobey and their 
decision will have immediate and abiding consequences. And we 
know the choice that was made and the consequences suffered.
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Let’s observe the record in Gen. 3:7-13 (NASB):
7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loin coverings.

8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, 
“Where are you?” 10 He said, “I heard the sound of You in the 
garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.” 
11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 
12 The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she 
gave me from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to 
the woman, “What is this you have done?” And the woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
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But God rejects this. Instead, God makes clear that each person 
is their own authority and must answer as an individual, even 
though they are married.

Further illustrating this point of individual authority for one’s life 
and that each person will answer to God for their choices is 
Revelation 20:11-15 (NASB):

11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from 
whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was 
found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, 
standing before the throne, and books were opened; and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the 
dead were judged from the things which were written in the 
books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which 
were in them; and they were judged, every one of them
according to their deeds. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown 
into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 
15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of 
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
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Here, beyond the immediate spiritual death and eventual 
physical death which the first man and woman suffered and 
consequently passed on to all humans, is the eternal death, also 
inherited via Adam. The people described here are those who 
rejected the means God provided in Jesus the Christ, to escape 
or be saved from judgment and instead chose to be judged 
according to their own merits. 

Notice the emphasis on individual names. This is called 
individual responsibility, it deliberately elevates personal 
accountability to God so that we understand we cannot blame 
others for our decisions, good or bad.

This principle of the self or individual cannot be more critically 
emphasized in the rearing of children. The child who is taught to 
blame and escape responsibility will be like the malfunctioning 
atom of an element. He or she will fail to function as is designed 
by God and instead will become a burden to a marriage, family, 
country and a church. 

Remember, I am not talking about the deficits which we all come 
with as fallen and imperfect people as if the Scriptures demand 
we some how reconstitute ourselves into some physically, 
mentally, emotionally and spiritually perfect being – that person 
is called God. I am talking about the deliberate escape from 
those things which are in our power to perform and the choice, 
instead, to have others do for us when we can do for ourselves.



4/20/2015

8

Scope/Purpose – The scope/purpose of the human self, as 
designed by God, cannot be covered exhaustively in this study.  
What we will do, however, is cover a handful of general and 
specific principles about the divine institution of the self to help 
call attention to its vitality as the building block of this world and 
of God’s church.

From here the hope is that you will keep in mind, always,  
everything begins with your proper operation of the divine 
institution God has granted to you called “the self” with its 
ability to make choices and ultimately receive blessing and 
eternal reward from God for such things.

To glorify God. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 10:31(ESV):

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God.

What does it mean to “glorify God”? Basically put, it means to 
reflect godliness or God himself in what we do and we do this by 
utilizing Bible principles to make good, better and best decisions.

Thus, the way we live our lives, our priorities in life, our 
disposition and specific activities and so on, should reflect God’s 
Word as something more than an academic or ritualistic source, 
but a life source to which we submit and by which we design our 
lives. 
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Thus, the glorification of God in a marriage, family, 
governmental participation or even in a church cannot be 
accomplished until sufficient personal mastery has been 
achieved. The selfish Christian will not suddenly turn into an 
altruistic and benevolent marital partner, family member, society 
member or church member. 

To be the superintendents of the earth. Genesis 1:26 (NASB):

“Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.”
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God established humanity, both individually and collectively, as 
the rulers of life on earth. Simply going about life on earth in a 
passive manner with no developed Biblical philosophy as to how 
the lives of other created things are to be managed is 
irresponsible. This is why it is important for children to learn 
responsibility for others and especially lesser creatures such as 
pets which enlightens them to the interdependence of life. Even 
a simple plant needs care under our guardianship. 

Worshipping God in Spirit and in truth.  John 4:24 discloses with 
our Lord’s own words (ESV):

“God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit 
and truth.” 

Jesus revealed to believers that we do not get to choose what 
spirituality is nor what truth is; rather that he, God alone, 
provides spirituality and truth. 
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If we are not yielded to God’s Spirit and walking in his Word, we 
cannot expect to be an effective contributor to other divine 
institutions as Christians or any organization for that matter. If 
we are not filled with his Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) and walking in 
his Word (John 15:7) we are not fulfilling this protocol.

Notice, this command cannot be fulfilled by anyone for anyone 
else, it is accomplished by the individual on behalf of the 
individual in order to live a life pleasing to God.

To live as ambassadors of heaven. The church has been 
described as an embassy and rightly so. This is the organization 
God formed from which we receive sound instruction, 
encouragement and overall spiritual edification when we gather. 
And from the embassy we go out into the world. We are referred 
to by Peter as a “holy nation” and “royal priesthood” and by Paul 
as ambassadors in 2 Corinthians 5:16-21:
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16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of 
view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no 
longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, 
who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world 
to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And 
he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for 
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

To earn a living and not unnecessarily be dependent on others. 
This principle is true for all men. The Bible is filled with passages 
about our obligation to provide for ourselves and how we ought 
to do so. Here are just two:

Proverbs 18:9 (NASB) 

He also who is slack in his work, Is brother to him who destroys.
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2 Thessalonians 3:6-9 (NASB) 
6 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is walking in 
idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received 
from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, 
because we were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we 
eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor 
we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any 
of you. 9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to 
give you in ourselves an example to imitate. 

Noninterference in the lives of other people. While we can, at 
times, appraise situations in the lives of others and from time to 
time identify certain elements which are absolutely right or 
wrong, rarely do we have enough information to draw 
conclusions which warrant our taking action. However, for the 
self-righteousness and arrogant, this truth is irrelevant regarding 
the lives of others. 
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Regardless of the facts, the arrogant but inadequate person does 
not simply privately postulate what they believe to be true in the 
lives of others, rather, they assume they generally are the 
smartest person in the room and have insight which others lack.  
Thus, they not only postulate what they believe to be true but 
they conclude and act on such matters, readily sharing their 
unqualified opinion broadly and without restraint.

Such people are regularly involved in gossip, have high conflict 
personalities and generally expect the world to adjust to them. 
They have a sense of entitlement regarding the affairs of others. 
Because of their immaturity they dislike their own life and find 
the lives of other people far more interesting. This is sinful and 
wicked. 

The Bible teaches that we are to mind our own business as a 
general principle. While it is true that there are some occasions 
which either demand our immediate but limited insertion or 
which providentially draft us into service, the protocol from God 
for the self or individual is to concentrate on one’s own life and 
own business and not that of others. A few passages which 
reflect this in the Bible are:
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1 Thessalonians 4:11 (NASB) 

and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to 
your own business and work with your hands, just as we 
commanded you,

Proverbs 26:17 (ESV) 

Whoever meddles in a quarrel not his own is like one who takes 
a passing dog by the ears. 

John 21:18-23
18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to 
gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow 
old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird 
you, and bring you where you do not wish to go.” 19 Now this He 
said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And 
when He had spoken this, He *said to him, “Follow Me!”
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John 21:18-23
20 Peter, turning around, *saw the disciple whom Jesus loved 
following them; the one who also had leaned back on His bosom 
at the supper and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?” 
21 So Peter seeing him *said to Jesus, “Lord, and what about this 
man?” 22 Jesus *said to him, “If I want him to remain until I 
come, what is that to you? You follow Me!” 23 Therefore this 
saying went out among the brethren that that disciple would not 
die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but only, 
“If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?”

Other passages related to our purpose and scope.

Micah 6:8 – to do justice, to love kindness and walk humbly with 
God

Philippians 3:10 – to share in the power of the resurrection (are 
you doing that?) and the sufferings of Christ (are you willing to 
receive such into your life if necessary?)

Romans 12:1-2 – to be a living sacrifice which is not conformed 
to this world but transformed by God’s Word thereby proving 
what is the good, acceptable and perfect will of God.
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Romans 12:1-2 :

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world,c but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.

Be transformed - μεταμορφοῦσθε (metamorphousthe)

Verb Person – 2nd Person (You)

Verb Number – Plural (You all)

Verb Tense – Present (Continuous Action) 

Verb Mood – Imperative (A Command)

Voice – Passive or what some call Permissive Middle
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The Greek Voices of a Verb

Active Voice – I am baptizing 

Middle Voice – I am baptizing myself

Passive Voice – I am being baptized

Active Voice – the action being experienced is performed or 
produced by the subject

Middle Voice – generally the action being experienced is 
performed or produced by the subjected with a view for self-
participation and self-interest.

Passive Voice – the subject is acted upon

Ultimately what is in view with the permissive-middle or passive 
voice is a person yielding to the action of something else. That 
something else is…God’s Word.

Thus, a protracted translation of Romans 12:2 could be:

All of you, keep on, always (present tense with the imperative 
command in view) permitting the transforming effect of having 
your mind renewed.

So with respect to the divine institution of the self, what is in 
view here? It is the authority of the individual choosing to 
regularly learn, believe and then apply God’s Word which results 
in a slow but certain transformation (inward to outward) of 
them in their lifetime to the image of Christ.
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Duration – How long was the divine institution of the individual 
self, intended to exist? 

John 3:16 (NASB)
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal 
life.”

However, for those who are not found to be “in Christ”, to 
belong to Christ through having his substitutionary atonement 
applied to them, God calls their destiny (which is not his intent) 
everlasting destruction:

2 Thessalonians 1:6-10:  
6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those 
who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and 
to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven 
with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to 
those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty of eternal 
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of His power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints 
on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have 
believed—for our testimony to you was believed.
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Next week we will complete our coverage of the divine 
institution of the self by examining Maladjusted Personalities 
and Self-Management Problems.

*** When a person is maladjusted, they bring with them into 
any organization their maladjusted way of life. Some people are 
good at limiting the influence of their maladjustment for a 
period of time if they are aware of it. But eventually, no matter 
how fantastic a person is at compartmentalizing, their personal 
maladjustment will arise and damage whatever divine or human 
institutions to which the belong and participate if they are not 
maturing and moving away from the predominance of such 
things in their life. 


