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Marriage by God’s 

Design

Session 3

PROTECT

ATTRIBUTION/CREDITS

• “Marriage by God’s Design”

• Written by:  Tim and LeeAnn
Radkey, Carl and Heidi Roth, 
and Robert C. Baker

• Copyright: 2010 by 
Concordia Publishing House
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Our Purpose Here…

• Learn more about God’s 

plan to build, love, protect, 

and teach us through the 

lifelong, one-flesh union of 

husband and wife

We Pray….
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Marriage BY God’s Design 

(last week)

• Finished LOVE
• Marriage means loving submission, 

loving service

• The Bottom Line to LOVE:  God 
designed marriage as the 
centerpiece of human love

Marriage by God’s Design 

(last week)

• Moved on to PROTECT

• God uses marriage to protect 

us from sexual sin
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Marriage by God’s Design 

(last week)

• After the Fall, God added another 

purpose to marriage:  to restrain sin

• Sexual sin, like all sin, begins in the 

human heart

Our Purpose Here 

(Protect)…
• This week, in PROTECT:

• Satan seeks to destroy marriage 

through sexual temptation and false 

teaching about marriage
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Marriage in Real Life

Video Clip #3

• Importance of confessing our sins to our 
spouse and forgiving our spouse

• Importance of private Bible reading and 
prayer as well as corporate worship

• An “ongoing” relationship with the 
Lord

Marriage in Real Life

• Kathy noted that she learned the 
importance of confession and 
forgiveness in marriage from Matt
–Which one is harder to do (confess or 

forgive)?  Why? 

–What do you need to confess to your 
spouse? (DON’T answer out loud!)

–For what do you need to forgive your 
spouse? (DON’T answer out loud!)
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Marriage in Real Life

• Patti and Glenn mentioned the 
importance of private Bible reading 
and prayer as well as corporate 
worship
–What other benefits do believers 

receive from time in the Word?

–Prayer?

–Corporate worship?

Marriage in Real Life

• David emphasized having an “on-

going” relationship with Jesus 

–How do we work on that relationship 

individually and as a couple?

–What can we do to extend worship 

into our busy weeks? 
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Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed

Rom 12: 1-2

“1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in 

view of God’s mercy, to offer your 

bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 

pleasing to God—this is your 

spiritual act of worship. 

Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed
Rom 12: 1-2
2 Do not conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.”
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Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed
• Because of God’s mercy in Jesus, 

we are to “offer our bodies as 
living sacrifices…which is our 
true and proper worship”

– What’s the problem with “living 
sacrifices?”

– They’re always trying to crawl off the 
altar!

Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed

• What’s the connection between 

“renewing our minds” (v2) and the 

spiritual sacrifice and worship we 

make with our bodies? 
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Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed
• Our mind’s are a spiritual 

battleground where we take on 
Satan

• Without God’s mercy poured out in 
Jesus, the battle would be 
fruitless—we couldn’t fight it, let 
alone win it

Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed
• But by the Spirit’s power, God is 

transforming us so we can understand 
His will for us (recorded in the Bible)

• When we understand His will, the 
Spirit gives us the power to make 
good choices concerning our bodies

• We are enabled to live according to 
God’s Word
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Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed
1 Thes 4: 3-8
“3 It is God’s will that you should be 
sanctified: that you should avoid sexual 
immorality; 4 that each of you should 
learn to control his own body in a way that 
is holy and honorable, 5 not in passionate 
lust like the heathen, who do not know 
God; 

Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed

1 Thes 4: 3-8
6 and that in this matter no one should 

wrong his brother or take advantage of 

him. The Lord will punish men for all 

such sins, as we have already told you 

and warned you.
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Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed

1 Thes 4: 3-8
7 For God did not call us to be impure, 

but to live a holy life. 8 Therefore, he 

who rejects this instruction does not 

reject man but God, who gives you his 

Holy Spirit.”

Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed

• In 1 Thes 4:4, the word translated 

“body” is “skeuos” in Greek, meaning 

“vessel,” “implement,” or “goods” 

• Paul very clearly (and delicately) is 

referring to our respective sex organs, 

and tells us we should learn to 

exercise control over them
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Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed

• How do we do that?

• 1 Thes 4:3 also tells us that “It is God’s 

will that you should be sanctified”

• In Jesus, God sets us free from the 

power of our sinful nature and gives 

us control over our bodies and each of 

its individual parts

Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed
• While the flesh remains strong, for 

a believer, 

“..(we) were washed, (we) were 
sanctified, (we) were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by 
the Spirit of our God”

1 Cor 6:11
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Bible Discovery – You 

Were Washed

• So the bottom line:

– God’s Design for Marriage also 

PROTECTS us from our sinful selves 

and sexual immorality thru proper 

and natural sexual relations between 

husbands and wives

Wrap Up - Protect…
• After the Fall, God added another 

purpose to marriage:  to restrain sin

• Sexual sin, like all sin, begins in the 
human heart

• Satan seeks to destroy marriage 
through sexual temptation and false 
teaching about marriage

• So…
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Wrap Up - Protect…

• Each individual should have a 
spouse (IF not called to singleness)

–Properly channel sexual desire

• The Law is for the lawless

–God’s stringent rules for PROPER and 
NATURAL use of our bodies are 
meant for everyone

Wrap Up - Protect…

• Believers have been washed

–Set free from our sinful 
nature

• The Bottom Line:  God uses 
marriage to protect us from 
sexual sin
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Marriage by God’s 

Design

Session 4

TEACH

TEACH
• Up to now we’ve learned that God 

designed marriage to

–Build His human family

–Provide a place where husband and 

wife can serve each other in love

–Protect His children from 

temptation and the dangers of sexual 

sin
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TEACH
• In this final session, we learn that God 

also designed marriage as the place 

where children are taught and grow in 

the Christian faith

Our Purpose Here 

(Teach)…
• Jesus welcomes all people into God’s 

kingdom, regardless of age or ability

• God gives children as a gift so that by 
His grace they may become citizens 
of His kingdom thru faith

• God designed marriage in order to 
teach future generations about His 
grace and blessing in Jesus
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TEACH

• In this session, we’ll look at 
how God teaches the faith 
through parents and families 

• But first…

Marriage in the Media

• How does the media portray 
families?

• Let’s take a little test…(see 
handouts)
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Marriage in the Media

1.   

B. 

2.

F.

Marriage in the Media

3.  

E. 

4.

A.



2/15/2015

19

Marriage in the Media

5.  

D. 

6.

C.

Marriage in the Media

• Media often portrays families 

as odd, dysfunctional, a little 

wacky, unhappy, burdensome

–…you can probably think of 

other adjectives
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Marriage in the Media

• Is that fair and accurate? 

• Why do you think the media in our 
culture shows families in this way?

• Anything your family does that your 
neighbors might think is a little out 
of the ordinary?  Are you willing to 
share?

Marriage in Real Life

Video Clip #1

• How children learn from their 
parents

• How God molds Christians through 
parenting

• How parents are supported in 
teaching the faith to their children
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Marriage in Real Life

• Matt and Kathy find a lot of their 
own personality traits, which are 
inherited, in their children

–What characteristics, values, or habits 
do children learn from their parents? 

–How can this be a source of friction in 
a family? 

Marriage in Real Life

• Dawn mentioned how she and 
Rodney learned from their 
children

–How does God use parenthood, 
like marriage, to conform us to 
be more like Jesus?
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Marriage in Real Life

• Patti and Glenn talked about 
enjoying their grandchildren
–Who besides parents/grandparents has 

the opportunity to teach children 
about God’s love and grace?

–Who has influence over your children 
that you would not want teaching 
them about God’s love and grace?

Bible Discovery – Let the 

Children Come to Me
Luke 18: 15-17
“15 People were also bringing babies to 
Jesus to have him touch them. When the 
disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 
16 But Jesus called the children to him and 
said, “Let the little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these.
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Bible Discovery – Let the 

Children Come to Me

Luke 18: 15-17
17 I tell you the truth, anyone who will 

not receive the kingdom of God like a 

little child will never enter it.”

Bible Discovery – Let the 

Children Come to Me

• From this passage, what is Jesus’s 

attitude about children?

– He loves them!

– He invites them!

– He welcomes them and blesses 

them!
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Bible Discovery – Let the 

Children Come to Me

• In Greek, word “infant” (v15) is 

“brephe”

– Broad term that includes newborns 

all the way to toddlers

• Age doesn’t matter to Jesus!

• He wants ALL to know him

Bible Discovery – Let the 

Children Come to Me

• He goes so far as to say we ALL 

should receive the kingdom with 

infantile faith 

– “…for to such belongs the kingdom 

of God…” 
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Bible Discovery – Let the 

Children Come to Me
• God puts children into families 

made possible by the marriages that 
God designed

• How do we treat children at 
Resurrection?  

– Like Jesus treated them?

– Or like they bother us?

Bible Discovery – Let the 

Children Come to Me

Psalm 127: 3-5
“3Sons are a heritage from the LORD,

children a reward from him.
4 Like arrows in the hands of a warrior

are sons born in one’s youth.
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Bible Discovery – Let the 

Children Come to Me

Psalm 127: 3-5
5 Blessed is the man

whose quiver is full of them.

They will not be put to shame

when they contend with their 

enemies in the gate.”

Bible Discovery – Let the 

Children Come to Me

• “Heritage” (v3) in Hebrew is 

“nachala,” meaning “inheritance,” 

something that can only be given as 

a gift from a giver to an heir

– Bible uses same word in describing 

what Canaan is for Israel (Num 34:2)
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Bible Discovery – Let the 

Children Come to Me
• Likewise, children are God’s 

“inheritance” given to their parents 
and families

– They belong to no one but those to whom 
God gave them

– They are the responsibility of the heirs

• Is that how our culture considers 
children? (Stories?)

Bible Discovery – Let the 

Children Come to Me

• In what ways do parents today 

show they recognize children as 

God’s blessing?

• In what ways is this blessing not 

recognized or even avoided?


