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Marriage by God’s 
Design

Session 1

BUILD

ATTRIBUTION/CREDITS

• “Marriage by God’s Design”
• Written by:  Tim and LeeAnn

Radkey, Carl and Heidi Roth, 
and Robert C. Baker

• Copyright: 2010 by 
Concordia Publishing House
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Our Purpose Here 
(Build)…

• God created man in His image

• God designed marriage to build His 
human family

• Jesus affirmed marriage as the one-
flesh union of male and female

We Pray….
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Marriage in Real Life 
(last week)

• How birth order and personal 
habits affect marriage

• How marriage is the beginning of 
a new family – leaving and 
cleaving

• Made by God male and female –
become one flesh in marriage

Marriage in Real Life 
(last week)

• Marriage should be a “safe 
place” where husband and wife 
can relax in each other’s love

• Importance of commitment 
(versus “falling in love”) to 
sustain a marriage



1/20/2015

4

Bible Discovery – Be 
Fruitful and Multiply

Gen 1: 26-28, 31

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in 
our image, in our likeness, and let them 
rule over the fish of the sea and the birds 
of the air, over the livestock, over all the 
earth, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground.”

Bible Discovery – Be 
Fruitful and Multiply

Gen 1: 26-28, 31 (con’t)

27 So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and 
female he created them.
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Bible Discovery – Be 
Fruitful and Multiply

Gen 1: 26-28, 31 (con’t)

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 
and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea 
and the birds of the air and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground.”

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was 
very good. 

Bible Discovery – Be 
Fruitful and Multiply

• God made human beings “in his 
image” (Hebrew – “tselem,” 
meaning “patterned after something 
else”)

– Not that God has a physical body
– Rather, Adam & Eve created in a state of 

integrity: righteous, holy, a state of bodily 
perfection
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Bible Discovery – Be 
Fruitful and Multiply

• Adam & Eve lost God’s image due 
to their rebellion 

• God is now restoring His image in 
those who have faith in His Son, 
Jesus

Bible Discovery – Be 
Fruitful and Multiply

• Blessed = Enabled
– Whenever God blesses something (Gen 

1:28), He enables something to happen 
according to His will

– That children are conceived/born today 
shows God’s command and blessing of 
procreation remains, even after 
humanity’s fall into sin
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Bible Discovery – Be 
Fruitful and Multiply

• God commands male and female to:
– Be fruitful
– Multiply
– Fill the earth
– Have Dominion

So….

Bible Discovery – Be 
Fruitful and Multiply

• If God were an architect and 
marriage his blueprint,

– What is God building?

– What does Satan do to 
undo/dismantle God’s building 
project?
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Marriage in Real Life

Video Clip #3

• Trust and forgiveness are 
important in a marriage

• Servant role to which husbands 
are called

Marriage in Real Life

• Norma emphasized the 
importance of trust in marriage
–How can couples build trust in 

their relationship? 
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Marriage in Real Life

• Kathy and Tom suggested that 
marriage takes a lot of work, and 
part of that work is forgiveness
–How is forgiveness critical in any 

relationship, but especially in a 
marriage? 

Marriage in Real Life

• David said that by serving 
wives sacrificially, husbands 
become more like Jesus (who 
serves His church)
–How can the church emphasize this 

teaching? 
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Bible Discovery –
Honoring Marriage

Heb 13: 4

“4Marriage should be honored 
by all, and the marriage bed 
kept pure, for God will judge 
the adulterer and all the 
sexually immoral.”

Bible Discovery –
Honoring Marriage

• Heb 13:4 says marriage is to be 
held in all “honor”

– In Greek, “timos,” = “precious” 
or “valuable”
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Bible Discovery –
Honoring Marriage

• Same word God uses in describing 
“the precious blood of Christ” 

(1 Pet 1:19)

• Do you think God holds marriage 
in a pretty high place?

• HE DOES!

Bible Discovery –
Honoring Marriage

• Heb 13:4 also says God will punish 
the “sexually immoral and 
adulterous”

– Greek “pornous” and “moichous”

– = fornicators (unmarried) and 
adulterers (married)
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Bible Discovery –
Honoring Marriage

• Conclusion:  sexually immoral 
deeds are outside God’s design for 
marriage

• Question:
– How can Christians--married, single, 

or single again--honor marriage by 
God’s design?

Wrap Up - Build…
• God created us male and female

• God created man in His image

• Jesus affirmed marriage as the 
one-flesh union of male and 
female
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Wrap Up - Build…

• God instructed us to be 
fruitful and multiply

• We are to honor marriage

Wrap Up - Build

• The Bottom line:  God uses 
marriage to build His human 
family
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Marriage by God’s 
Design

Session 2

LOVE

ATTRIBUTION/CREDITS

• “Marriage by God’s Design”
• Written by:  Tim and LeeAnn

Radkey, Carl and Heidi Roth, 
and Robert C. Baker

• Copyright: 2010 by 
Concordia Publishing House
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Our Purpose Here 
(Love)…

• Jesus affirmed God’s exemption of 
some people from the married state

• God blesses some people to a lifetime 
of chaste singleness for the sake of 
His kingdom

• God designed marriage as the 
centerpiece of human love

We Pray….
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LOVE

• In this lesson we will look at 
how God designed marriage 
to be the centerpiece of 
human love

• But first…

Marriage in the Media

• How does the media portray 
single-parent families?

• As before, let’s take a little 
test…(see handouts)
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Marriage in the Media

1. 
F. 

2.
C.

Marriage in the Media

3.
E. 

4.
A.
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Marriage in the Media

5.  
B. 

6.
D.

Marriage in the Media

• Media often portrays single 
parent households as 
struggling to earn a living 
while trying to manage (oft 
times) dysfunctional 
households
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Marriage in the Media

• Is that fair and accurate? 

• In what ways do married 
parents share the same kind 
of struggles?

Marriage in Real Life

Video Clip #1

• How Jesus is by our side

• How marriage is “worth it”

• How singles can stay 
connected
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Marriage in Real Life

• Single again after 26 years, Norma 
says that we “can get through 
anything” because Jesus is by our 
side
–When does this seem easy to believe?
–When does this seem difficult to 

believe? 

Marriage in Real Life

• Having lost wife Linda to ALS, 
Carl still says marriage “is worth 
it”
–How is the Biblical view of 

marriage still important for 
singles—and those who are single 
again?
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Marriage in Real Life
• Carmen suggests that ministry to 

singles is a two-way street—the Church 
needs to reach out to singles, but singles 
also need to try to stay connected
–How does our congregation connect with 

singles?
–How about to those who are single again 

(either thru death or divorce)?


