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The Old Testament Tabernacle, Jesus 

Christ, and our Hearts 

Week Four

The White Linen Fence

The white linen fence separated the camp of 

Israel from the presence of the Lord God.  It 

represented the law.  The color white speaks of 

God’s perfect righteousness.  God’s demands are 

perfect obedience.

The law was and is not the way to God, but 

instead it bars the sinner from coming to God 

until the sin question has been taken care of. 
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Law and Grace

Before an individual can be saved, he must first learn 
that he cannot save himself.

Adam and Eve covered themselves with self-made
clothing of fig leaves.

God ignored the flimsy fig leaves and pronounced the 
curse upon them and all their offspring and creation.  
Then God showed them the only way, by providing God’s 
remedy – He took an animal, slew it and took the bloody 
skins and clothed Adam and Eve with the substitutionary 
skins.  The only way was a blood sacrifice (Jesus Christ). 

The High Priest

The office of priest (High Priest)was an 
important one in the Old Testament system and 
is fulfilled by Jesus in the New Testament.

In the Jewish system, a priest mediated 
between the people and God.  Aaron and his 
descendants were appointed priests, with the 
tribe of Levi serving as assistants in the 
tabernacle.  The Levites were viewed as 
belonging to God, they were set apart.
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The priests were set apart as well.  Specific 

regulations for the priests can be found in Leviticus 

21 -22.

The high priest was the chief religious leader and 

had certain duties.  Among those duties were the 

wearing of the Urim and Thummin to assist in 

determining the will of God and overseeing the 

other priests. (See note on page 128 of the 

Concordia Study Bible for further information.)

Most importantly, it was the high priest who 

entered into the Holy of Holies on the Day of 

Atonement (Yom Kipper).  Only the high priest 

could enter and before doing so, he was 

required to make a sacrifice for himself and his 

family.  In this way the high priest was cleansed 

and could then go on to offer the cleansing 

sacrifices for the people.
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Jesus our High Priest

Jesus our High Priest mediates for us.  His 

sacrifice on the cross is what provides cleansing 

for our sins.  Jesus stands in the gap between us 

and God.  Jesus’ sacrifice is once-for-all, rather 

than a yearly atonement performed over and 

over.  (Jesus was without sin and did not need to 

make a sacrifice for Himself as did the high 

priests of the Old Testament).

We have been made righteous by Jesus and 

are now able to enter into God’s presence.  This 

mediation of Jesus is permanent and continual.

Jesus is both a king and priest – His 

priesthood is based on authority rather than on 

lineage.  Jesus’ priesthood institutes a new way 

of being – when there is a change in the 

priesthood, there is a change in the law as well.
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With Jesus as High Priest a new covenant is in 

effect.

Because Jesus is our High Priest we can 

approach God with confidence.  We no longer 

need to go through earthly mediators.  Jesus has 

broken the barrier, made the sacrifice, 

established a new covenant, and reinstituted 

our relationship with God.

The Garden of Eden, the Tabernacle, and the

New Jerusalem 

The New Jerusalem is a holy city, totally 
separate from sin.  In Revelation 21 it is being 
prepared as the habitation of the bride of Christ.

The “new heaven and new earth” are a 
heavenly pattern of what the Garden of Eden 
was a miniature of on earth.  
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The New Jerusalem is a magnificent city 
where the bride of Christ, the church, will live 
forever.  

The most important characteristic of the holy 
city is the presence of God’s Glory, His presence 
with His people.  The most important 
characteristic of the Garden of Eden and the 
Tabernacle was the presence of God’s Glory, His 
presence with His people.                       

Let’s take a look at the Garden of Eden after the fall 
of man and compare it to the tabernacle of the Old 
Testament as well as the New Jerusalem.

EASTERN ENTRY:  In order for Adam and Eve to 
return back into God’s Holy presence in the Garden 
they would have had to return from the east to the 
west.  This is the pattern followed by the 
tabernacle, you entered from the east heading west 
toward the Holy of Holies where the very presence 
of God abides.
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GUARDING CHERUBIM:  Cherubim separated man 
from the tree of life in the Garden.  The veils on the 
east end of the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies 
contain pictures of cherubim.  They guarded the 
way to the divine presence.  The Ark within the Holy 
of Holies was covered by two cherubim.

FLAMES/FIRE:  The cherubim, were given a flaming 
sword to guard the entrance to the Garden.  Just 
outside each veil of separation in the Tabernacle  is 
an altar on which fire is found.  The fire speaks of 
purification and judgment of sin.

RIVER:  A river flowed from the Garden of Eden.  
The tabernacle contained a bronze laver with water 
for cleansing.  The Spirit is the reality of this river of 
life in the New Jerusalem. 

MOUNTAIN:  The Garden stood on a mountain, the 
Brazen Altar stood on a mound.

TREE OF LIFE:  Access was lost in the Garden.  The 
Lampstand is patterned after a tree in the Old 
Testament tabernacle.  Jesus Christ is the reality of 
this tree and is available to us now.  Through Him 
access is obtained.
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The Glory of God will illuminate New Jerusalem 
and its lamp will be the Lamb Jesus, the light of 
the world that does away with darkness.

There is no temple in heaven….God is 
everywhere you go.  God’s dwelling is 
everywhere, access to Him has been reinstated 
through Jesus Christ.  We will see Him face to 
face and enjoy eternal relationship with Him 
unhindered by sin.

• In John chapter 1 verse 14 we read, “The Word 
became flesh”.  Christ is the actual and literal 
embodiment of God’s perfect Word – God’s 
living, breathing, audibly speaking Word.  The 
Word became visible, not only did the Word 
become visible, the Word made His dwelling 
among us. 

• Christ, the Son of God, the complete 
embodiment of God’s Word, came to tabernacle 
among us.  God’s glory is displayed in the True 
Tabernacle, Christ Jesus.
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The temple is not the only thing missing in 
heaven….

*No more sea

*No more tears, death, sorrow, crying or pain

*No more sinners

*No more fear

*No more sun or moon

*No more night

• No more sin or evil

• No more disease or injuries

• No more curse

What will be there……

• Unending fellowship with God

• Unending newness

• Unending water of life

• Unimaginable beauty
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• Uncompromised security

• Unbroken unity between believers

• Unlimited holiness

• Unparalleled size

• Untold wealth

• Unending light

• Unrestricted access

• Unending fruit from the tree of life

• Unceasing service to God

• Unending reign

Heaven will be a place of….

• Rest

• Full knowledge

• Holiness

• Joy

• Glory

• Worship
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We are God’s temple…..

1 Corinthians 3:16 says, “Don’t you know that you 
yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
lives in you?  If anyone destroys God’s temple, God 
will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and 
you are that temple.”  God’s Church.

Individually and as a whole, we are the spiritual 
temple (s) of God – the whole body of believing 
worshippers in which the Holy Spirit dwells.  We are 
the body, God is the Head.


