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Christian Apologetics
Defending the Faith

Session 3

Apologetics:     Theory / Practice

REVIEW

What was the role of the Holy Spirit in the 
writing of the NT? 

Holy Spirit inspired the apostles

using God’s words to write the NT

(John 14:25-26 & John 16:13)
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What is the nature of the accounts or writings 
of the NT?

Eyewitness accounts 

The people writing the NT actually heard, saw, 
questioned, learned from Jesus directly or were 
directed by an apostle

(John 21:24-25 & 2 Peter 3:15-16)

REVIEW

Why do we have exactly 27 books in the NT 
and no more?  

The last apostle writer (John) died

No more books were added after John’s death

This was around AD 90  – scarcely 60 years 
following Christ’s earthly ministry 
Most were written before AD 70

(2 Peter 1:3 & Rev. 22:18-19)

REVIEW
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Did adding the books to a list make them 
Scripture?

No! 

These writings were Scripture and carried their own 
authority

It was their authority that demanded they be 
included in the canon list -

not the other way around

REVIEW

Defending the Faith

Apologetics: 

Theory / Practice
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Christian Apologetics

Define what that means

Role of the Holy Spirit

Distinguish between different approaches:
Evidential 
Presuppositional

Apologetic strategy

1 Peter 3:14-17

14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, 
you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not 
be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ 
as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. 
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1 Peter 3:14-17

But do this with gentleness and respect,  16 keeping 
a clear conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ 
may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, 
if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for 
doing evil.

Defense

Be Prepared

Gentle

Respect

Good Behavior



2/9/2014

6

First Principles

Hypothesis – Assumptions

Common Basis for Understanding

First Principles
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Authority of Scripture
Given:  

OT and NT are God’s Word

God cannot lie (Heb. 6:18 and Titus 1:2)

God through the Holy Spirit 
inspired and brought to mind 
all that was written in Scripture

Then:    The words of the prophets, apostles and 
biblical writers are true

God's Word is the standard we use to judge 
every thought

God's existence makes sense of the 
entire universe

Authority of Scripture
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Question:

The goal of Christian apologetics is to: 

(a) persuade people to believe in the Bible 
(b) apologize for the wacky things 

Christians believe
(c) persuade people to believe in Christ
(d) give a reasoned defense for 

Christian beliefs

Question:

The goal of Christian apologetics is to: 

(d) give a reasoned defense for 
Christian beliefs
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APOLOGETICS

apo/ogia-a 

Greek word for reasoned defense 

Not – “I'm sorry that ...”

Defense of the Christian's hope in Christ

Apologetics

How we interact with people 
who have questions about what we believe

Believers are called to 
"always be ready to give a defense" 

for the hope they have In Christ 
1 Peter 3:15 

We should unashamedly use the Bible 

to make our defense
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Presuppositions

pre∙sup∙po∙si∙tion ( prēˌsəpəˈziSHən/ ) Noun

1.  a thing tacitly assumed beforehand at the 
beginning of a line of argument or 
course of action.

Christian Presuppositions

The Bible is the only revealed Word of God

We trust that it contains truth from 
the Creator of the universe 
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Romans 8:5-8 

5 Those who live according to the flesh have their 
minds set on what the flesh desires; but those 
who live in accordance with the Spirit have 
their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The 
mind governed by the flesh is death, but the 
mind governed by the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, 
nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm 
of the flesh cannot please God.

1 Corinthians 2:14

14 The person without the Spirit does not accept 
the things that come from the Spirit of God but 
considers them foolishness, and cannot 
understand them because they are discerned 
only through the Spirit.
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Natural Man

Man is not inclined toward God but has 
actually set his mind against God 

Natural man's mind cannot understand 
spiritual things because the 
Holy Spirit is not present within him 

Natural Man

God made a universe that was perfect, 
but that perfection was short lived 

Genesis 3 - The Fall of mankind into sin 

Sin's impact in the world is so extensive that it 
has even corrupted the thinking process
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Matthew 28:19-20

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”

Called to Share

Matthew 28:19-20

Great Commission

Scripture tells us that we are called to 
share the gospel with the world 
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2 Corinthians 10:1-5

10 By the humility and gentleness of Christ, I 
appeal to you—I, Paul, who am “timid” when 
face to face with you, but “bold” toward you 
when away! 2 I beg you that when I come I may 
not have to be as bold as I expect to be toward 
some people who think that we live by the 
standards of this world. 3 For though we live in 
the world, we do not wage war as the world 
does.

2 Corinthians 10:1-5

4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons 
of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish 
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God, and we take 
captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ.
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Called to Defend

Attack the arguments made against God 
Humility
Gentleness
Boldness

Divine Power

Rejection

Many examples of people rejecting the evidence 
that was set right before them. 

This is because everyone interprets evidence in light of 
their worldview (presuppositions). 

• Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. (John:11:1-44)
• Rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31)

Jesus made it clear 
even if one rises from the dead, 

people would not believe. 
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Rejection

Even after Christ's resurrection and appearance, 
some doubted (Matthew 28:17). 

What makes us think that our arguments should 
be placed above the truths of Scripture as 
we defend the faith? 

John 16:7-11
7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that 
I am going away. Unless I go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will 
send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove 
the world to be in the wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because 
people do not believe in me; 10 about 
righteousness, because I am going to the 
Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and 
about judgment, because the prince of this 
world now stands condemned.
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Our Role – vs – Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit

• Conviction of sin
• Salvation
• New life with repentance 

and trust in Christ 
(John 3:5-8)

• Solely responsible for 
enabling the sinner 
to repent and believe 
in Christ 

Our Role
• Speak words of truth 

• Speak the words of life

• Expect the Helper that 
Jesus said would be 
provided
(John 16:7-11). 

• No burden of 
conversion

Our Role – vs – Holy Spirit

We might present 
piles of evidence 
an articulated defense for God

******  but ******

The unbelieving mind 
Blind to the spiritual truths 
Reject the truth
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Functional Apologetics

Paul calls believers to tear down 
strongholds and cast down arguments that 
are set forth against God 

(2 Corinthians 10:1-6)

Knowing that we are to be prepared to give a 
defense for our faith

Consider how we give that defense

Model for Defense

Paul with Pagans at the Areopagus, (Acts 17:19-34)

Biblical doctrines as foundation
God as the Creator 
Direct to a call to repentance 
Resurrection of Christ

Paul  used Scripture
Peter used Scripture
Jesus used Scripture
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Apologetic Process / Theory

Evidential

Presuppositional

Never fully one or other 

Comparison

Presuppositional

Not against evidence

Assumes Bible is true

Reasons from God's Word

Evidence used as response to
questions as needed

Evidential

Uses: probabilities 
natural revelation 

Persuades the unbeliever: 
- There is a god 
- God of the Bible
- Biblical Salvation 

Intelligent Design 
Classical Apologetics 
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Comparison

Bible is put forward as the 
standard of truth and 
arguments are made 
from that truth 

Scripture
↓

(Visible Evidence)
↓

Biblical Salvation 

Evidence presented to bring 
unbeliever to accept the 
truthfulness of the Bible

Visible Evidence
↓

Scripture
↓

Biblical Salvation 

PresuppositionalEvidential

Key Points

Unbeliever - Fallen, hostile mind
Hard to evaluate the evidence

Use Truths of Scripture 

Allow the Holy Spirit to do His work of conviction

"faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God" 

(Romans 10:17)
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Key Points

• Must communicate:

Who God is 

What He has done

Where Truths found (only in the Bible)

Why important

Salvation

If we make an elegant speech using convincing arguments, 
should we expect an unbeliever to put his trust in 
Christ as Savior? 

No –

unless the Holy Spirit has brought conviction of sin, 
the unbeliever is unable to come to repentance 

It is our job to proclaim the truth 

God's job is to bring salvation 
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Salvation

Masses of evidence without the Person and work of Christ 
will not lead to salvation

It may remove some intellectual stumbling blocks 

It is the gospel that is the power of God unto salvation 

Defending the Faith

Draw attention to the heart of the matter-
Different starting points of the arguments 
Different Presuppositions

Must rely on Scripture as our anchor

Understand:
Everyone has a worldview
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Presuppositial Universality

Everyone has presupposed ideas

Secular Worldview –

No God / No controlling force

Man can understand all on own

Random events

Biblical Worldview –

God in Control

Word of God basis of understanding

Biblical Worldview

Special Revelation: 
Salvation Plan in Scripture
Saved by Grace through Faith in Christ

General Revelation: 

All people know that God 
exists from the creation 
that surrounds them

(Romans 1:18-22)
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Biblical Worldview

If the biblical God did not exist, 
even making an argument would be 

impossible

Only the biblical God can explain the existence of 
natural laws
logic 
absolute morality

Presuppositional Concept

Proverbs 26:4-5 

"Do not answer a fool according to his folly, 
lest you also be like him. 

Answer a fool according to his folly,         
lest he be wise in his own eyes." 



2/9/2014

25

"Don't Answer-Answer" 
Strategy

Don't accept the unbiblical reasoning of an 
unbeliever lest you think like him

Answer the unbeliever using his own 
philosophy (worldview) and show him how 
it leads to foolishness

Dr. Jason Lisle
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Presuppostional - Paul

Overview:

Paul reasoned in the synagogues from 
The Scriptures/Word of God

Taught Christ's resurrection 
Identified the Creator God 
Described God’s character
Called them to repent
Preached Christ 
Clearly proclaimed the truths of Scripture

Two sides of the same coin

Evangelism

Sharing the Gospel

Explaining the hope we 
have in Christ

Apologetics

providing a reasoned defense -
faith that we have in Christ 
hope that gives us

making ourselves ready to 
defend the faith in-the face 
of questions that arise
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Apologetics Review

What is the basic goal of apologetics? 
To provide a defense for the hope that we 
have in Christ

What are the two basic approaches to 
apologetics and how are they different? 
Evidential tends to reason from evidence 
and then brings in the Bible later
Presuppositional starts from the truths of 
Scripture and explains the evidence in light 
of those truths

Apologetics Review

Whose role is it to make a defense, and 
whose role is to convict of sin? 

We are to provide the 
defense from Scripture

Holy Spirit is to convict of sin 
and enable the unbeliever to 
repent unto salvation. 
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Apologetics Review
GOD'S WORD IN THE REAL WORLD 

Does the idea that we are called to always be 
ready to give a defense for our faith 
challenge you in any way? 

This may be overwhelming to some-
to think that they must be ready to defend 
every challenge they may face

Apologetics Review
Does this command to provide a defense for 

the faith mean that every believer should 
become a full-time apologist who studies 
every argument against Christianity, 
from apparent Bible contradictions to 
fossil distributions across the globe? 

No.   We are a body of believers working 
together. Some are called to this role, but 
most are not. Knowing some basic 
arguments and how to refute them from 
Scripture is a good start
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Apologetics Review

How does understanding the Holy Spirit's role in 
apologetics and evangelism give you a degree of 
relief? 

We are not responsible for the salvation of others, 
we get to cooperate with God in the work that
He empowers us to do in the Spirit

The same Spirit that brings conviction to the 
unbeliever gives us the power to proclaim the 
gospel and defend the faith

Apologetics Review

How would you respond to someone who asked you 
a question that you didn't know the answer to? 

Humbly admit that you are uncertain but that you 
are willing to look into the matter and get back to 
him with an explanation

No one can expect to know all the answers all the 
time. Being willing to research the issue and follow 
up with an answer will help confirm the sincerity of 
your belief and be a great witness to the unbeliever
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Real World Apologetics

Lutheran  Church
god

Real World Apologetics

Responding to:

Misconceptions

Doctrinal Errors

Heresy

Apostasy 

False Prophets
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Sola Scriptura

ex∙e∙ge∙sis ˌeksiˈjēsis/   noun

1. critical explanation or interpretation of a text.

her∙me∙neu∙tics ˌhərməˈn(y)o ͞otiks/    noun

1.  the branch of knowledge that deals with 
interpretation.

Sola Scriptura

Exegesis   Hermeneutics of the Text

Hermeneutics is a wider discipline that includes 
written, verbal, and nonverbal communication 

Exegesis focuses primarily upon texts

Functionally both are the same for our purposes
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Exegesis Review

Historical

Grammatical

Theological
– Divine Origin

– Scripture sole source of Doctrine

– Less Clear interpreted by Clear passages

– Guided by purpose of Scripture –

Salvation / Edification

– Law / Gospel Elements

Why Important

As Christians we are called to:

Search the Scripture to discover truth 
Have confidence in and trust God’s Word 
God’s Word is to be our final authority
Obey God’s Word

The Bible must be the absolute authority to 
compare every thought against
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RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE

Biblical

• Understand the 
positions of others 

• Know why you 
disagree

• Live peaceably

• Confront false ideas 
with Biblical truth

Society

• Be open minded
• Accept everyone 
• Offend no one
• All religions are 

equally true
• Construct own truths
• Many ways to 

God/heaven

RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE

If we are not convinced that someone is wrong, 
why would we need to tolerate their 
different views? 

As Christians, we are called to follow the 
example of Jesus Christ 

- Not tolerant of false religions or teachings 

- Stood on the truth of God's Word 

(e.g., John 3:34, 14:6, 17:3). 
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Sola Scriptura

Examples

– God is Love

– Judge not, Lest ye be judged

– Cults – Mormon, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Islam etc

God is Love

1 John 4:8
8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, 

because God is love.

Popular Definitions



2/9/2014

35

God is Love

Popular Definitions

God loves everything and everyone 
at all times 
with a gushing, romantic love

Taken in isolation…. 
It is subjective and can be used for anything

God is Love

How can anything be a Sin?

Justify any sinful behavior: 
– God will always love me regardless of what I do
– How can a loving God say anything 

that feels good is wrong?
Sex outside of marriage 
Adultery
Homosexual relations
Multitude of Options
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1 John 4:7-12

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is 
from God, and whoever loves has been born of 
God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not 
love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 In this the love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God sent his only 
Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him.

1 John 4:7-12

10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God abides in us and his love 
is perfected in us.
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God is Love

Literal / Grammatical

Love = Agape
Sacrifice for the benefit of another 
Not a sentimental, romantic love

Philia Brotherly 
Eros      Physical
Storge Affection

God is Love

Historical Context

John was addressing believers in the first 
century church 

Instructing them not on God’s love per se

How to identify true believers 

from false professors 
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God is Love
Surrounding Verses Context

True love—the sacrificial, beneficial kind:

7 ‐ Is the mark of the true believer

8 ‐ Those who do not love 

do not belong to God

9,10 ‐ God loved us before we loved Him

11,12 ‐ All of this is why we should 

love one another and thereby 

prove that we are His 

God is Love

Full Scriptural Context

False: 

God is only Love

His love is greater than His other attributes
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God is Love

Full Scriptural Context

True:

Other Scriptures show that God is also:

Holy and Righteous

Faithful and Trustworthy 

Graceful and Merciful 

Kind and Compassionate 

Omnipotent, Omnipresent and Omniscient

Hates (sin)

God is Love
Popular Idea:

Sin is a bad word – Not to be discussed

Misquote “God is love” without 
acknowledging that his love was manifest in 
Jesus Christ who died for our SINS

Discussion of Love   Discussion of Sin
(Agape)
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God is Love

God is Just
Sacrificial Love
Salvation of us sinners
Example for us
What we will look like as we get closer to God

Complex 
(as would be expected from an Onmi Onmi God!)

God is Love

God is like Google Maps 

Neighborhood

City

State

Country

World

House
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Apologetics Process

• Context

• Other Scripture

• Clear interpreting less clear

• Goal of Scripture – Constant with purpose

• Explain apparent inconsistencies 
or contradictions

Matthew 7:1

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”



2/9/2014

42

"Judge not, lest ye be judged." 

Tolstoy –
"Christ here totally forbids the human institution of 

any law courts." 

We should never criticize
We should never condemn anybody for anything
We should never evaluate anything at all
We don't want to judge, lest we should be judged

"Judge not, lest ye be judged." 

“Tolerant” society misuses the words of Jesus to 
make a universal pronouncement 

Judging is never permitted under any 
circumstances whatsoever
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"Judge not, lest ye be judged." 

Disliked by secular worldview:
Theology

Dogma

Convictions

Feel better with:
Love (Philios)

Compromise

Ecumenism

Unity

Matthew 7:1-5

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in 
the same way you judge others, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will 
be measured to you.
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Matthew 7:1-5

3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in 
your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to 
your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in 
your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the 
plank out of your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother’s eye.

"Judge not, lest ye be judged." 

Judging is not actually prohibited in this passage, 
it is just to be done with care and 

without a prideful heart

The Bible tells us, as believers, 
that we must discern

That we must know the truth from the falsehood
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Judgment / Discernment

We have a responsibility to distinguish 
good from evil and light from darkness 

(Isaiah 5:20) 

We should first check our own motives and 
our hearts for any unrecognized planks 

(Jeremiah 17:9)

Judgment / Discernment

We cannot merely say that we should not judge and 
therefore cannot call anything wrong 

Our world is filled with sins and lies 
We are to judge these things 

Jesus said, "Do not judge by appearances, but judge 
with right judgment" 

(John 7:24)
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Discernment
"Beware of false prophets who come in sheep's 

clothing." 
Matthew 7:15

If you only perceive things superficially, 
you'll see the sheep's clothing and 
never know the wolf that's under there 

There must be discernment. 

There must be judging, or we don't know 
the false prophets 

False Prophets

False prophets are people who claim to have received 
new and special revelation from God  

Distort God’s Word
Add to it
Refute something written in the Bible 

as out of date or in need of revision.

Mormon, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Islam etc
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False Prophets

Exegesis  -
Easily document Heresy and Error
Basis for discussion and understanding

Apologetics –
How use the exegesis for evangelism 
Telling them the good news of 

Salvation

Apologetics Process

• Context

• Other Scripture

• Clear interpreting less clear

• Goal of Scripture – Constant with purpose

• Explain apparent inconsistencies 
or contradictions
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Apologetics / Exegesis

• Apologetics:
How we tell others of God

• Exegesis:
Know what God is saying
Avoid easy mistakes / heresy 
Develop Doctrine 
Understand what God is telling us 
through His Word

QUESTIONS
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Next Week
Session 4

• Existence of God

• Attributes of God

• The Trinity


