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Christian Apologetics
Defending the Faith

Session 2

Session 2
•Lesson 3 – God’s Word Guides Us

•Lesson 4 – God Preserves His Word

•Lesson 5 – God’s Word is Complete
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Lesson 3

God’s Word Guides Us

Where did the Bible come 
from?
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Impossible for God?
OPENING THOUGHTS
Do you believe that there is anything that God cannot do?  If so, list a 
few of them here.

Is it reasonable to use the Bible to make an argument to support the 
Bible?  Explain.

WHAT DOES THE WORD SAY?
When a man takes an oath, he swears by something greater than 
himself.  In Hebrews 6:13–18, what does God base His oath on?  Explain 
whether this is reasonable or not.

CONNECTING THE DOTS
How do we know about God and His will and decrees?

If God wrote the Bible (2 Peter 1:19–21), is there any standard greater 
than the Bible?

If God cannot lie and God wrote the Bible, what can we conclude 
about the contents of the Bible?

God’s Word Guides Us
Observe / Interpret / Apply

 What can we see is untrue of
the scripture?
 Does not represent the writers own

ideas (private interpretation)

 Not produced by the will of man

 Were men involved in the
writing of Scripture?

 Was God involved in the writing
of Scripture?

 God is the author / Man served
as the writer

2 Peter 1: 19-21
19 And we have the prophetic 
word more fully confirmed, to 
which you will do well to pay 
attention as to a lamp shining in 
a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises 
in your hearts, 20 knowing this first 
of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture comes from someone's 
own interpretation. 21 For no 
prophecy was ever produced by 
the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.
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God’s Word Guides Us
Observe / Interpret / Apply

 Where does scripture come
from?

 God

 Theopneustos

 Theo = God

 Pneustos = breathed out

2 Timothy 3: 16-17
All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every 
good work.

God’s Word Guides Us
 Doctrine

 Right from wrong

 Truth from error

 Does doctrine divide?

 You bet it does, just like a
double-edged sword

2 Timothy 3: 16-17
All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every 
good work.
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God’s Word Guides Us
 Point out false ideas

 Point out sin

 But Jesus said “judge not lest ye
be judged” Matthew 7

 But he then said, “You
hypocrite, first take the log out
of your own eye, and then you
will see clearly to take the
speck out of your brother’s eye”

 So in other words, he cautioned
us not to be hypocrites, but that
does not mean we should not
point out our fellow believers
sins

2 Timothy 3: 16-17
All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every 
good work.

God’s Word Guides Us
 The logical step after reproof

 Galations 6:1, “Brothers, if
anyone is caught in any
transgression, you who are
spiritual should restore him in a
spirit of gentleness. Keep watch
on yourself, lest you too be
tempted.”

 Christians hold each other
accountable

2 Timothy 3: 16-17
All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every 
good work.
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God’s Word Guides Us
 To be conformed to the image

of Christ (as in Romans 8:28-30)

 Romans 12:2, “Do not be
conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you
may discern what is the will of
God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect.”

 Remember Jesus instructions,
“Abide in me, and I in you.”
John 15:4a

2 Timothy 3: 16-17
All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every 
good work.

God’s Word Guides Us
Questions for Reflection

1. What is the ultimate source of Scripture?
All Scripture is from God (2 Peter 1:19-21, 2 Timothy 3:16)

2. How were the Scriptures delivered to us?
Through men/prophets guided by the Holy Spirit

3. Why can we trust the Scriptures?
They are given by God, and God cannot lie.
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God’s Word Guides Us
Questions for Reflection

1. It is likely that you know people who doubt the truth of the 
Bible.  They might say things like, “We can’t trust the Bible; it 
was simply written by men.”  How would you go about 
discussing this idea with them?

2. Is it wise to leave the Bible out of the discussion about the 
Bible?

No.  If the Bible is God’s word, then it is THE standard.  
Comparing it to something else would make that the 
standard.  A person cannot judge God to be or not to be.  
God IS.

God’s Word Guides Us
Questions for Reflection (continued)

Proverbs 26: 4-5

4 Answer not a fool according to his folly,
lest you be like him yourself.

5 Answer a fool according to his folly,
lest he be wise in his own eyes.

3. As we look to apply the four uses of Scripture we discussed
(2 Tim 3:16), how could you put these four guiding principals 
into practice?
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Lesson 4

God Preserves His Word

God Preserves His Word
Jeremiah 36: 1-4

In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, 
this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Take a scroll and 
write on it all the words that I have spoken to you against Israel 
and Judah and all the nations, from the day I spoke to you, from 
the days of Josiah until today. 3 It may be that the house of Judah 
will hear all the disaster that I intend to do to them, so that every 
one may turn from his evil way, and that I may forgive their 
iniquity and their sin.”

4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah, and Baruch 
wrote on a scroll at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the 
LORD that he had spoken to him. 
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God Preserves His Word
Jeremiah 36: 17-19

17 Then they asked Baruch, “Tell us, please, how did you write all 
these words? Was it at his dictation?” 18 Baruch answered them, 
“He dictated all these words to me, while I wrote them with ink on 
the scroll.” 19 Then the officials said to Baruch, “Go and hide, you 
and Jeremiah, and let no one know where you are.”

God Preserves His Word
Jeremiah 36: 20-26

20 So they went into the court to the king, having put the scroll in 
the chamber of Elishama the secretary, and they reported all the 
words to the king. 21 Then the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, 
and he took it from the chamber of Elishama the secretary. And 
Jehudi read it to the king and all the officials who stood beside 
the king. 22 It was the ninth month, and the king was sitting in the 
winter house, and there was a fire burning in the fire pot before 
him. 23 As Jehudi read three or four columns, the king would cut 
them off with a knife and throw them into the fire in the fire pot, 
until the entire scroll was consumed in the fire that was in the fire 
pot. 24 Yet neither the king nor any of his servants who heard all 
these words was afraid, nor did they tear their garments. 25 Even 
when Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not to 
burn the scroll, he would not listen to them. 26 And the king 
commanded Jerahmeel the king's son and Seraiah the son of 
Azriel and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel to seize Baruch the 
secretary and Jeremiah the prophet, but the LORD hid them.
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God Preserves His Word
Jeremiah 36: 20-26

God Preserves His Word
Jeremiah 36: 27-32

27 Now after the king had burned the scroll with the words that Baruch 
wrote at Jeremiah's dictation, the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 
28 “Take another scroll and write on it all the former words that were in 
the first scroll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has burned. 29 And 
concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah you shall say, ‘Thus says the LORD, 
You have burned this scroll, saying, “Why have you written in it that the 
king of Babylon will certainly come and destroy this land, and will cut off 
from it man and beast?” 30 Therefore thus says the LORD concerning 
Jehoiakim king of Judah: He shall have none to sit on the throne of 
David, and his dead body shall be cast out to the heat by day and the 
frost by night. 31 And I will punish him and his offspring and his servants for 
their iniquity. I will bring upon them and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and upon the people of Judah all the disaster that I have 
pronounced against them, but they would not hear.’”

32 Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the 
son of Neriah, who wrote on it at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words 
of the scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire. And 
many similar words were added to them.
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God Preserves His Word
Jeremiah 36: 27-32

God Preserves His Word
Here we have one specific example of God working directly 
through Jeremiah and Baruch and preserving His Word.

By the way, did the king of Babylon come and destroy the land 
as indicated in verse 29?

Of course!
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God Preserves His Word
What were the oldest manuscripts used for the King James 
translation?

Are there any older manuscripts?

Prior to 1947, the oldest manuscripts of the Old Testament were 
dated between 500 and 1000 AD.

The book of Isaiah was dated around 980 AD.

What happened in 1947?

Archaeologists discovered the Dead Sea Scrolls in Qumran.

The Dead Sea Scrolls were dated to around 150 BC.

Intense study and comparison of multiple manuscripts (more than 
24,000) reveals very few discrepancies.

God Preserves His Word
We have historic evidence that reveals the accuracy of the 
bible.

Even the most agnostic scholar must concede that the bible has 
more documentation to verify it than any other book of antiquity 
that is commonly accepted.

For example, manuscripts by the following authors:

• Aristotle – 49
• Plato – 7
• Herodotus – 8
• Aristophanes – 10
• Tacitus Annals – 1 copy 
• Homer’s Illiad – 700 manuscripts (this the best documented 

other than the bible and it comes nowhere close)

Should we present this evidence in hope that some may come to 
faith?



2/9/2014

13

God Preserves His Word
No!

Luke 16: 19-31
19 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich 
man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The poor man 
died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side.[f] The rich man also died 
and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, 
remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like 
manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26 And 
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that 
those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross 
from there to us.’ 27 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's 
house— 28 for I have five brothers[g]—so that he may warn them, lest they also 
come into this place of torment.’ 29 But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the 
Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if 
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they 
do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone 
should rise from the dead.’”

God Preserves His Word
No!

Romans 10:17
17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
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Lesson 5

God’s Word is Complete

God’s Word is Complete
Who are the authors of the New Testament?

• Apostle Matthew

• Apostle Peter (Gospel of Mark)

• Luke (a physician who accompanied Paul on his journeys)

• Apostle John

• Apostle Paul

• James (Jesus’ brother)

• Jude (Jesus’ brother)

• Hebrews? Possibly Apollos, Luke, Paul, or Barnabas



2/9/2014

15

God’s Word is Complete
When was Jesus’death, resurrection, and ascension?

AD 33

When were the books of the New Testament written?

Mostly between AD 50 – 60; some written 60 – 70

The temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by Titus in AD 70

John’s Gospel, 1-3 John, and Revelation written AD 85-95

How did the apostles remember all of the events?

God’s Word is Complete
John 14: 25-26

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But 
the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said to you.
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God’s Word is Complete
Revelation 22: 18-19

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 
book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues 
described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share 
in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this 
book.

Deuteronomy 4:2

2 You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take 
from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your 
God that I command you. 

God’s Word is Complete
Deuteronomy 12:32

32“Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do. You 
shall not add to it or take from it.

Proverbs 30:6

5 Every word of God proves true;
he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.
6 Do not add to his words,
lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar.
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God’s Word is Complete
It is clear that God’s Word is not to be added to or taken away 
from.

It is also clear that God’s Word has been revealed over 
thousands of years.

So…..

Is the canon of scripture now closed?

In other words are there no additional books of the bible to be 
added?

God’s Word is Complete
The early church used five basic criteria to determine which 
writings should be included:

1. Was the book or letter written by an apostle or under the 
direction of an apostle?

2. Did the writing resound with the truth of God?  Did it speak 
with the voice of authority as the Word of God and not the 
words of men?

3. Were these writings used from the earliest times?

4. Did most churches accept these writings as the New 
Testament canon?

5. Did the writings conform to what the church taught?
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God’s Word is Complete
In the early church, it was not necessary to list the books of the 
New Testament because they were commonly accepted as the 
Word of God.

When false teachers began to corrupt God’s Word, it became 
necessary to codify the New Testament Scripture.

One false teacher was Marcion, who rewrote the Gospel’s and 
Paul’s epistles to fit his teachings.

In response, early church fathers and councils began to formalize 
the canon.

During what time period can we identify the first list of New 
Testament books?

The oldest complete list is known as the Muratorian canon and is 
dated at AD 150.  This list of 22 books seems to be in response to 
Marcion’s attacks on Scripture.

God’s Word is Complete
Although there were a few disputed books, when we look at lists 
of books that were used by early church fathers such as Origen, 
Irenaeus, Ignatius, Polycarp, Tertullian, Clement, and others, we 
see that the set of 27 books we have today was their athoritative
source in matters of doctrine and practice.

Written confirmation of the 27 books came from the Synod of 
Hippo in AD 393 and by the Council of Carthage in 397.

The affirmation of these books demonstrates the authority that 
they already possessed as the inspired texts recorded by these 
holy men of God.  They did not become Scripture at these 
meetings; they already had that distinction.
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God’s Word is Complete
Were the books of the bible written hundreds of years after 
Christ’s death?

No, they were written as soon as 17 years and as late as 62 years 
after his death.  The Holy Spirit brought Christ’s teachings to their 
remembrance.

Wasn’t the Bible compiled at the Council of Nicaea in AD 325?

No.  This is a commonly perpetuated myth, but this council dealt 
mainly with the Arian heresy.  There is no record that canonicity 
was discussed at this council.  The Muratorian canon had been 
compiled more than 150 years before this.  It is important to 
remember to correct people’s mistakes in a loving way.  In 1 
Peter 3:15, we are instructed to give an answer for the hope we 
have with “meekness and fear.”

Next Week – Session 3
• Lesson 6 – Don’t Change God’s Word

• Lesson 7 – Starting with Scripture


