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What are the most pressing 
problems in our society 

today?

Write down your answers

Christian Apologetics
Defending the Faith

Session 1
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Session 1
• Lesson 1 – God’s Word is our Foundation

• Lesson 2 – Studying the Bible

• Lesson 3 – God’s Word Guides Us

Preface
This study is for believers.
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Lesson 1

God’s Word is our 
Foundation

God’s Word is our Foundation
Understanding the passage:

 Who is speaking?

 Who is being spoken to?

 What two requests does David
have for the Lord?

 David also talks about walking
in God’s truth. What does he
mean by this phrase?

 The Christian Walk
 John 8:12

 Romans 6:4

 2 Corinthians 5:7

 Ephesians 4:1

Psalm 86:11

Teach me your way, O
Lord, that I may walk in
your truth; unite my heart to
fear your name.
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God’s Word is our Foundation
Psalm 86:11

In summary, David desires to live his life in light 
of God’s truth.

Do we, as believers, also have this goal?

God’s Word is our Foundation
Understanding the passage:

 Look ahead at the verses which
follow
 106 – righteous rules

 107 – your word

 108 – your rules

 109 – your law

 110 – your precepts

 111 – your testimonies

 112 – your statutes

Psalm 119:105

Your word is a lamp to my
feet and a light to my path.
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God’s Word is our Foundation
Understanding the passage:

 Poetic form

 What adjectives are used to
describe God’s revelation to
us?

 What roles in our lives should
God’s Word play?

Psalm 19: 7-11

7 The law of the Lord is perfect,
reviving the soul;

the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple;

8 the precepts of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes;

9 the fear of the Lord is clean,
enduring forever;

the rules of the Lord are true,
and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey
and drippings of the honeycomb.

11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.

God’s Word is our Foundation
What is your worldview?

Are you fit to render judgment?

Or, do you judge all things according to God’s 
word?

Is God’s word the “lamp to my feet and a light 
to my path” or do I light the way with my own 

good ideas?
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God’s Word is our Foundation
 Abortion

 Sexual Immorality

 Divorce

 Covetousness

 Greed

 Relative Truth / Morality

 Complacency

Question:

What are the most
pressing problems in
our society today?

God’s Word is our Foundation
What is more important:

1.  For people in our country to get back to 
traditional family values?

Or

2.  For people to depend on the Bible as the 
absolute authority?
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God’s Word is our Foundation
Judges 17:6, 21:25

In those days there was no king in Israel.
Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

God’s Word is our Foundation
2 Corinthians 10: 4-6

For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine 
power to destroy strongholds.  We destroy arguments and every lofty 
opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought 
captive to obey Christ, being ready to punish every disobedience, when 
your obedience is complete.

Matthew 28: 18-20

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

The mission of the Church is not to transform the culture, although that is
a byproduct.

The mission of the Church is to make disciples of all nations, baptizing
and teaching.
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God’s Word is our Foundation
Questions for Reflection

1. What happens to a society that ignores God’s word?

2. How does your worldview impact your everyday life?

3. Why do people reject the Bible as the absolute authority?

4. How would you attempt to change a person’s understanding 
of the Bible’s authority and reliability?

Lesson 2

Studying the Bible
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What do you know about 
hermeneutics?

Studying the Bible
Hermeneutics…….

refers to the process of understanding what the Bible teaches.

Different Hermeneutics
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Studying the Bible
Hermeneutics…….

refers to the process of understanding what the Bible teaches.

Different Hermeneutics

1. Mystical interpretation
Experiential
Feelings
Value placed on your thoughts and emotions

Studying the Bible
Hermeneutics…….

refers to the process of understanding what the Bible teaches.

Different Hermeneutics

1. Mystical interpretation
2. Naturalistic interpretation

Value placed on science
What can be observed in nature
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Studying the Bible
Hermeneutics…….

refers to the process of understanding what the Bible teaches.

Different Hermeneutics

1. Mystical interpretation
2. Naturalistic interpretation
3. Grammatical-historical method of interpretation

Studying the Bible
Proper Biblical Interpretation

As described by Chris Rosebrough, Christian Apologist and owner 
of Pirate Christian Radio

1. Historical

2. Grammatical

3. Theological
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Studying the Bible

Proper Biblical Interpretation

Historical
Since the books of the Bible were written at certain times over a 
1550-year period of history and at certain places on earth and for 
various purposes and groups of readers, biblical interpretation 
must be historical. Accordingly, the exegete must carefully 
consider the historical circumstances under which each Bible 
book was written, as well as the historical contents of each book.

Studying the Bible
Proper Biblical Interpretation

Grammatical
Rule #1 - Since the books of the Bible were written by men in certain ordinary, 
human languages, no interpretation of Scripture is to be accepted which does 
not agree with the established rules of grammar. Here the term grammar is 
employed in a broad sense, signifying the study of all aspects of language.

Rule #2 - An interpreter’s primary and chief aim should be to ascertain the 
meaning of words according to the meaning in actual popular usage (usus
loquendi).  The etymological meaning of a word may or may not have been 
retained in popular usage.

Rule #2b - The meaning of a word according to the meaning it most generally 
carried in common/popular usage (uses generalis) is to be preferred, unless there 
are sufficient reasons to compel the exegete to accept some other meaning. We 
must assume that a speaker or writer would use his words in that sense in which 
those to whom he speaks or writes are accustomed to use them.
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Studying the Bible
Proper Biblical Interpretation

Grammatical
Rule #3 - A special meaning of a word (uses specialis), differing from the uses 
generalis, is often found in certain circles or with certain classes of men. At times a 
writer employs various words altogether or preponderantly in a certain sense, 
different from the uses generalis. The exegete must take into consideration an usus
specialis in his exposition of a biblical text; also any variations within the usus
speicalis, as used in a broader or narrower sense.

Rule #4 - The exposition of a passage must agree with the context, immediate 
and remote.  The immediate context is the more important and usually decisive.

Rule #5 - Every word in holy scripture can have only one intended meaning in any 
one place and in any one relation. The intended sense is one (sensus literalis unus
est).  This rule enunciates a fundamental law of human communication, without 
which intelligent communication would be impossible.

Studying the Bible
Proper Biblical Interpretation

Grammatical
Rule #6 - The literal meaning (sesus literae) of a word should in all cases be 
accepted as one intended sense (sensus literalis), unless sufficient reasons prompt 
the interpreter to accept figurative use of a word, or figurative speech.

The reason for departing from the literal meaning of words is usually provided in 
the immediate context.

In this connection, the literary genre of a Bible book should be taken into 
consideration; this at the outset of this study will help the exegete decide whether 
to interpret a passage literally, figuratively or symbolically.
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Studying the Bible
Proper Biblical Interpretation

Theological
Rule #1 - Because the Scripture is of divine origin and is the verbally inspired Word 
of God, it is wholly without inconsistency of thought or speech, without 
contradiction, without the slightest error (in the original manuscripts).

The Bible is the inscripurated Word of God, and as such presents the truth in 
ordinary language in all matters of which it treats. The kind of truth the Bible claims 
for itself is correspondence to reality (the correspondence theory of truth)

Rule #2 - Scripture (not human reason, personal feeling, church, or tradition) is the 
sole source and norm of true doctrine in the sphere of religion and theology.

This is the Sola Scriptura Principle of the Lutheran Reformation

Rule #3 - The less clear or plain passages of scripture MUST be interpreted in the 
light of the clearer passages.

This method must NEVER be reversed.

Scripture interprets scripture.

Studying the Bible
Proper Biblical Interpretation

Theological
Rule #4 - All biblical interpretation must take cognizance of, and be guided by, 
Scripture’s self-announced purpose - to make people wise unto salvation and to 
train them in holy living. All interpretation must be edifying.

2 Tim. 3:15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God 
may be competent, equipped for every good work.
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Studying the Bible
Proper Biblical Interpretation

Theological
Rule #5 - To rightly understand and interpret Scripture is to necessarily distinguish 
between Law & Gospel elements in the text and then properly relate the former 
(law) to the latter (gospel). Justification by grace through faith in Christ is the res 
(main subject) of all true biblical and Christian theology.

The interpreter MUST see to it the his interpretation of the text has CHRIST as its 
center, teaches HIM, and glorifies HIM as Savior and Lord.

1Tim. 1:8 Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully,

John 5: 39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to 
me that you may have life.

Studying the Bible
Observe

Examine the passage:

 Who is writing the letter?

 Who is the audience?

 What form of literature is this?
(poetry, history, parable, prophecy, epistle)

 Other observations?

2 Peter 1: 1-4
Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained 
a faith of equal standing with ours by the 
righteousness of our God and Savior 
Jesus Christ:

2 May grace and peace be multiplied to 
you in the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord.
3 His divine power has granted to us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who 
called us to his own glory and 
excellence, 4 by which he has granted to 
us his precious and very great promises, 
so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the 
world because of sinful desire.
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Studying the Bible
Interpret

Interpret the passage:

 “His divine power” i.e. Jesus
Christ’s divine power

 In other words it is God who has
granted us these wonderful
blessings through Jesus Christ

 “through the knowledge of
him”

 We have knowledge of him
through God’s word

2 Peter 1: 1-4
Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained 
a faith of equal standing with ours by the 
righteousness of our God and Savior 
Jesus Christ:

2 May grace and peace be multiplied to 
you in the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord.
3 His divine power has granted to us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who 
called us to his own glory and 
excellence, 4 by which he has granted to 
us his precious and very great promises, 
so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the 
world because of sinful desire.

Studying the Bible
Apply

Apply the passage:

 Take comfort, God has made
wonderful promises.

 These promises are made
known through his Word!

2 Peter 1: 1-4
Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained 
a faith of equal standing with ours by the 
righteousness of our God and Savior 
Jesus Christ:

2 May grace and peace be multiplied to 
you in the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord.
3 His divine power has granted to us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who 
called us to his own glory and 
excellence, 4 by which he has granted to 
us his precious and very great promises, 
so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the 
world because of sinful desire.
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Studying the Bible
Observe

 Who is writing the letter?

 Who is the audience?

 What form of literature is this?
(poetry, history, parable, prophecy, epistle)

 Other observations?

 “word of God is living and
active, sharper than any two-
edged sword,”……

Hebrews 4: 11-13
11 Let us therefore strive to enter that 
rest, so that no one may fall by the 
same sort of disobedience. 12 For the 
word of God is living and active, 
sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of 
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 13 And no 
creature is hidden from his sight, but 
all are naked and exposed to the 
eyes of him to whom we must give 
account.

Studying the Bible
Interpret

 Is this “word of God” singular?

 Is the word of God a literal
sword?

 Look at parallel passages:
 1 Thess 2:13

 Mark 7:13

 Luke 4:4

 John 10:35

 Word of God is used to refer to the
scripture (all of scripture)

 God’s word has power! It
pierces the soul!

Hebrews 4: 11-13
11 Let us therefore strive to enter that 
rest, so that no one may fall by the 
same sort of disobedience. 12 For the 
word of God is living and active, 
sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of 
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 13 And no 
creature is hidden from his sight, but 
all are naked and exposed to the 
eyes of him to whom we must give 
account.
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Studying the Bible
Apply

 We will give an account of our
actions.

 We have God’s word to shed
light on our actions.

 God’s word has power! Take
up and read!

Hebrews 4: 11-13
11 Let us therefore strive to enter that 
rest, so that no one may fall by the 
same sort of disobedience. 12 For the 
word of God is living and active, 
sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of 
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 13 And no 
creature is hidden from his sight, but 
all are naked and exposed to the 
eyes of him to whom we must give 
account.

Studying the Bible
Observe

 Who is writing the letter?

 Who is the audience?

 What form of literature is this?
(poetry, history, parable, prophecy, epistle)

 Other observations?

 “rightly handling the word of
truth”

2 Timothy 2: 14-19
14 Remind them of these things, and 
charge them before God not to quarrel 
about words, which does no good, but 
only ruins the hearers. 15 Do your best to 
present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who has no need to 
be ashamed, rightly handling the word of 
truth. 16 But avoid irreverent babble, for it 
will lead people into more and more 
ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread 
like gangrene. Among them are 
Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have 
swerved from the truth, saying that the 
resurrection has already happened. They 
are upsetting the faith of some. 19 But 
God's firm foundation stands, bearing this 
seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” 
and, “Let everyone who names the 
name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”
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Studying the Bible
Interpret

 Pastors specifically, and
Christians generally, are
commanded to “rightly
handle” God’s word.

 Exegesis means drawing out of
scripture what it intends to say

 Eisegesis means putting
something into scripture (for
example, you own ideas)

 Rightly handling means
exegesis

2 Timothy 2: 14-19
14 Remind them of these things, and 
charge them before God not to quarrel 
about words, which does no good, but 
only ruins the hearers. 15 Do your best to 
present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who has no need to 
be ashamed, rightly handling the word of 
truth. 16 But avoid irreverent babble, for it 
will lead people into more and more 
ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread 
like gangrene. Among them are 
Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have 
swerved from the truth, saying that the 
resurrection has already happened. They 
are upsetting the faith of some. 19 But 
God's firm foundation stands, bearing this 
seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” 
and, “Let everyone who names the 
name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”

Studying the Bible
Apply

 We must strive to draw out of
the scripture that which it
intends to say, and use caution
not to add into scripture our
own ideas.

2 Timothy 2: 14-19
14 Remind them of these things, and 
charge them before God not to quarrel 
about words, which does no good, but 
only ruins the hearers. 15 Do your best to 
present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who has no need to 
be ashamed, rightly handling the word of 
truth. 16 But avoid irreverent babble, for it 
will lead people into more and more 
ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread 
like gangrene. Among them are 
Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have 
swerved from the truth, saying that the 
resurrection has already happened. They 
are upsetting the faith of some. 19 But 
God's firm foundation stands, bearing this 
seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” 
and, “Let everyone who names the 
name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”
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Studying the Bible
The Bible is for:

 Teaching

 Reproof (express disapproval)

 Correction

 Training in Righteousness

 “that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every
good work”

2 Timothy 3: 16-17
All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every 
good work.

Studying the Bible
Questions for Reflection

1. When you pick up and read the Bible, are you observing, 
interpreting, and applying?

2. Do you consider the context, the audience, the writer?

3. Do you review parallel passages?

4. Do you allow the clearer passages to govern over less clear?

5. Do you have access to the tools and resources that you 
need?
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Lesson 3

God’s Word Guides Us

Where did the Bible come 
from?
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God’s Word Guides Us
Observe / Interpret / Apply

 Writer - Peter

 Audience – Christians

 Other observations
 “prophetic word” and “prophecy

of Scripture”

 Historical context – prior to the
full canon of scripture (i.e. here
prophecy refers to specifically
the Old Testament)

 Yet, Peter says “we have the
prophetic word more fully
confirmed” which is to say that
the Gospel which the apostles
were teaching was confirmed

2 Peter 1: 19-21
19 And we have the prophetic 
word more fully confirmed, to 
which you will do well to pay 
attention as to a lamp shining in 
a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises 
in your hearts, 20 knowing this first 
of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture comes from someone's 
own interpretation. 21 For no 
prophecy was ever produced by 
the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.

God’s Word Guides Us
Observe / Interpret / Apply

 What can we see is untrue of
the scripture?
 Does not represent the writers own

ideas (private interpretation)

 Not produced by the will of man

 Were men involved in the
writing of Scripture?

 Was God involved in the writing
of Scripture?

 God is the author / Man served
as the writer

2 Peter 1: 19-21
19 And we have the prophetic 
word more fully confirmed, to 
which you will do well to pay 
attention as to a lamp shining in 
a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises 
in your hearts, 20 knowing this first 
of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture comes from someone's 
own interpretation. 21 For no 
prophecy was ever produced by 
the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.
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Impossible for God?
OPENING THOUGHTS
Do you believe that there is anything that God cannot do?  If so, list a 
few of them here.

Is it reasonable to use the Bible to make an argument to support the 
Bible?  Explain.

WHAT DOES THE WORD SAY?
When a man takes an oath, he swears by something greater than 
himself.  In Hebrews 6:13–18, what does God base His oath on?  Explain 
whether this is reasonable or not.

What common idea do you find in Hebrews 6:18 and Titus 1:2?

CONNECTING THE DOTS
How do we know about God and His will and decrees?

If God wrote the Bible (2 Peter 1:19–21), is there any standard greater 
than the Bible?

If God cannot lie and God wrote the Bible, what can we conclude 
about the contents of the Bible?

God’s Word Guides Us
Observe / Interpret / Apply

 Where does scripture come
from?

 God

 Theopneustos

 Theo = God

 Pneustos = breathed out

2 Timothy 3: 16-17
All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every 
good work.
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God’s Word Guides Us
 Doctrine

 Right from wrong

 Truth from error

 Does doctrine divide?

 You bet it does, just like a
double-edged sword

2 Timothy 3: 16-17
All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every 
good work.

God’s Word Guides Us
 Point out false ideas

 Point out sin

 But Jesus said “judge not lest ye
be judged” Matthew 7

 But he then said, “You
hypocrite, first take the log out
of your own eye, and then you
will see clearly to take the
speck out of your brother’s eye”

 So in other words, he cautioned
us not to be hypocrites, but that
does not mean we should not
point out our fellow believers
sins

2 Timothy 3: 16-17
All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every 
good work.
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God’s Word Guides Us
 The logical step after reproof

 Galations 6:1, “Brothers, if
anyone is caught in any
transgression, you who are
spiritual should restore him in a
spirit of gentleness. Keep watch
on yourself, lest you too be
tempted.”

 Christians hold each other
accountable

2 Timothy 3: 16-17
All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every 
good work.

God’s Word Guides Us
 To be conformed to the image

of Christ (as in Romans 8:28-30)

 Romans 12:2, “Do not be
conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you
may discern what is the will of
God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect.”

 Remember Jesus instructions,
“Abide in me, and I in you.”
John 15:4a

2 Timothy 3: 16-17
All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every 
good work.
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God’s Word Guides Us
Questions for Reflection

1. What is the ultimate source of Scripture?
All Scripture is from God (2 Peter 1:19-21, 2 Timothy 3:16)

2. How were the Scriptures delivered to us?
Through men/prophets guided by the Holy Spirit

3. Why can we trust the Scriptures?
They are given by God, and God cannot lie.

God’s Word Guides Us
Questions for Reflection

1. It is likely that you know people who doubt the truth of the 
Bible.  They might say things like, “We can’t trust the Bible; it 
was simply written by men.”  How would you go about 
discussing this idea with them?

2. Is it wise to leave the Bible out of the discussion about the 
Bible?

No.  If the Bible is God’s word, then it is THE standard.  
Comparing it to something else would make that the 
standard.  A person cannot judge God to be or not to be.  
God IS.
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God’s Word Guides Us
Questions for Reflection (continued)

Proverbs 26: 4-5

4 Answer not a fool according to his folly,
lest you be like him yourself.

5 Answer a fool according to his folly,
lest he be wise in his own eyes.

3. As we look to apply the four uses of Scripture we discussed
(2 Tim 3:16), let’s think about your personal devotion time or 
family Scripture reading.  How could you put these four 
guiding principals into practice?

Next Week – Session 2
• Lesson 4 – God Preserves His Word

• Lesson 5 – God’s Word is Complete


