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2nd Session
Trusting His Answers

Discipleship Series by Richard Lieske

GETTING STARTED

A beaming face looks out at you from your TV screen. The voice of the newscaster explains the joyful, 
tearful scene. A child who fell into an icy lake has been rescued. As the father clutches the child, he exclaims, 
"Our prayers were answered!“

What did the father really mean by that statement? What does that very common statement imply? 
How else might the grateful father have phrased his statement about prayer?

Talk about a time when:

• you felt confident that God answered your prayer(s);

• you felt that God had ignored your prayer(s);

• prayer was a great comfort amidst a great trial or stress; and

• prayer did not seem to bring you any peace or comfort.
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The Big Question

At one time or another, many believers struggle with the question "Why doesn't God 
answer my prayers’?

Often it's asked rhetorically and nobody's expecting an answer. 

Yet other times it's asked painfully from a heart that feels abandoned by the heavenly 
Father. 

Look over the list on the next slide. Think of a time when you or someone you know 
felt abandoned or bewildered by God, as though God were not answering prayer.

Then check all those items below that describe what it was like.

God doesn't care about me/my problem.

God can't do what I asked Him to.

God is punishing me for something.

Is God really there at all?

I didn't pray hard enough or long enough.

Other:
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Father Knows Best

Our struggles with God 's answers (or apparent lack of answers) to our prayers are very real and
very difficult.

The Lord knows our weaknesses and is patient and forgiving. As the psalmist points out, "As a father
shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear Him. For He
knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust" (Psalm 103: 13-14).

The truth is that our struggles with God's answers to prayer can be lessened by learning and taking
to heart some principles from Scripture. Fill in the following blanks to summarize these principles.

God wants us to

__________________that He will indeed answer every believing prayer;

__________________the answer that He gives to our prayers; 

__________________that the answer God gives is the very best answer that we could receive

Work through the following questions to begin discovering some principles from 
Scripture that can help you to know, accept, and trust God's answers to prayer.

1. There are times when we may doubt that God answers prayer at all. What do the 
following Scripture texts have to say about God answering prayer?

Isaiah 55:6-7

Isaiah 65:2

Luke 11:9-10
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2. Imagine that someone has just asked to borrow some money from you. 
What are your possible responses? 

What reasons would you find difficult to deny?

3. Now  look  over  the   following  biblical   texts.   What  is  God's response to each of 
these requests?

Exodus 33:12-23

2 Chronicles 1 :7-13

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Imagine that your son or daughter has come to you with a request.

Discuss:  Are you obligated to give a particular answer to every question?

Why or why not?

What will guide your response to your child? (Or, if you have no child of your own, 
your niece, nephew, or best friend's child?)

In what ways might your responses as a parent or parental figure reflect God's 
responses to His children? In what ways might your responses be different from 
our heavenly Father's? (See Matthew 7:9- 11)
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EXAMPLES OF GOD'S ANSWERS

Following are two very important examples of God's answers to
prayer in Scripture. They are very different. Examine and discuss both cases. 

EXAMPLE 1: A KING WHO PRAYED

Read 2 Kings 20:1-6. What was Hezekiah's request ? Is this a
common request for people in his condition to make?
After the miracle the Lord granted to Hezekiah, how did things turn out for him? 
Was his response to God a faithful one or not? (See 2 Kings 20:19.) Why or why 
not?
3. Manasseh, Hezekiah's son, was born during the extra fifteen years of life God 
granted Hezekiah. What kind of king was Manasseh? 
(See 2 Kings 21:11-16.)

EXAMPLE 2: A SON WHO PRAYED

Read Hebrews 5:7-10 and compare it to Matthew 26:36-46

1. How does the writer of Hebrews describe Jesus prayer activity? What does it 
mean that His prayers were heard by the Father?

2. What was the Fathers answer to Jesus? Why did the Father answer in this 
way?

3. What does all this action in the Garden of Gethsemane-Jesus prayer to the 
Father and the Fathers not removing the cup from His Son-show you about 
what God is like?
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WHAT GOD WANTS

What God wants of us in the area of prayer is the same as what He requires in the 
realm of salvation. He wants us to know, accept, and trust what He so generously 
and graciously gives. He desires that we come to Him in prayer with His gifts in 
our hands-nothing more, nothing less.

Read Colossians 3:17.

We are instructed to do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus. Why are our 
prayers to be prayed through Jesus too?

Why can we "give thanks to God the Father through Jesus" every time we pray?

Share a time when you have done so, even before you knew what God 's answer 
would be

Closing Prayer 

that God will lead each member of the group to pray confidently and consistently, 
to seek God's will , and to trust His answer always.
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QUESTIONS


