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Triune God

Week 1

August 25, 2013

Why is it important for us as Christians to be 
able to explain our understanding of God?
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Growing our faith.
Helping others to grow in their faith.
1 Peter 3:15

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and be 
ready always to give an answer to every man who 
asketh you a reason for the hope that is in you, with 
meekness and fear.”
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Christians should 
apologize.

To offer an apology or excuse for some fault, 
insult, failure, or injury: He apologized for accusing 
her falsely.
To make a formal defense in speech or writing.
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 ἀπολογία apologia ap-ol-og-ee’-ah
AV-defence, answer, answer for (one’s) self, 

clearing of (one’s) self.
Verbal defence, speech in defence
A reasoned statement or argument

General Topics
Knowledge of God.
−Natural.
−Revealed.
−Non Christian concepts.
−The Christian knowledge of God
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God's nature
−The Trinity
Evidence in the Tenach (Old Testament)
Evidence in the New Testament
Trinitarian controversies
Heretical teachings
−The Deity of Christ

These two areas are where we will spend a lot of time.

God's attributes and divine providence.
−Unity
−Majesty
−Eternal nature
−Inifinite nature
−Immutability
−etc
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Miscellaneous topics and questions
−Please,  no can God create a bolder that he can't move? 
Questions :-)

Knowledge of God
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The existence of God
−Can we prove by scientific methods that God exists?

−If so, how?
−If not why?

=God?
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We can only demonstrate by scientific methods, 
those things that are subject to the physical laws 
of the universe, as we understand those physical 
laws.
God transcends, and is not subject to the 

physical laws that he created.
Does that mean that science and nature offer no 

evidence of God?

Romans 1:18-20
18  For the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven against 

all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold 
the truth in unrighteousness,

19  because that which may be known of God is manifest 
in them, for God hath shown it unto them.

20  For from the creation of the world the invisible things 
of Him are clearly seen, being understood through the 
things that are made, even His eternal power and 
Godhead, so that they are without excuse.
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Verse 19 Which may be known:  γνωστός 
gnostos gnoce-tos’
1) known, notable
Robertson's Word Pictures:
“That which may be known of God” (το γνωστον 

του θεου). Verbal adjective from γινωσκω, either 
"the known" as elsewhere in N.T. (#Ac 1:19; 
15:18, etc.) or "the knowable" as usual in ancient 
Greek, that is "the knowledge" (η γνωσις) of God.”

Vincent's Word Studies:
“That which may be known (τὸ γνωστὸν)
So A.V. and Rev., as equivalent to that which is knowable. 

But that which is knowable was not revealed to the 
heathen. If it was, what need of a revelation? Better, that
which is known, the universal sense in the New Testament, 
signifying the universal objective knowledge of God as the 
Creator, which is, more or less, in all men.”
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Verse 19 Manifest:  φανερός phaneros
fan-er-os’
1) apparent, manifest, evident, known
2) manifest i.e to be plainly recognized or known

Verse 20 Clearly seen:
καθοράω kathorao kath-or-ah’-o
AV-clearly see
1) to look down, see from above, view from on 

high
2) to see thoroughly, perceive clearly, understand
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Robertson:
Are clearly seen (καθοραται).  Present passive 

indicative of καθοραω (perfective use of κατα-), 
old word, only here in N.T., with direct reference to 
αορατα.

Vincent:
Are clearly seen (καθορᾶται)
We have here an oxymoron, literally a pointedly foolish

saying; a saying which is impressive or witty through 
sheer contradiction or paradox. Invisible things are
clearly visible. See on Act_5:41.
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being understood through the things that are 
made.
R.C.H. Lenski:
“All that is mind in the human race has 

contemplated the made things.  All of them 
proclaim God, have proclaimed him from creation 
onward.”

Psalm 19:1
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 

firmament showeth His handiwork.”
Declare:

sâספר phar
To recount, rehearse, declare
1c1) to recount (something), rehearse
1c2) to talk
1c3) to count exactly or accurately
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Piel Participle
Piel usually expresses an "intensive" or 

"intentional" action.
Qal                   Piel
He broke           He broke to pieces, he smashed
He sent             He sent away, he expelled

The participle represents an action or condition in 
its unbroken continuity, and corresponds to the 
English verb, "to be" with the present participle. 
It may be used of present, past or future time.
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Keil and Delitzsch:
“The doxa, which God has conferred upon the creature as the 

reflection of His own, is reflected back from it, and given back to 
God as it were in acknowledgment of its origin. The idea of 
perpetuity, which lies even in the participle, is expanded in 
Psa_19:3.”

But, is a natural knowledge of the existence of 
God, sufficient in and of itself to identify who God 
is and how we can know him?
Many polytheistic religions have existed 

throughout history.
Monotheistic religions have also existed.
−Example:  Islam
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Do Muslims worship the same God as we 
Christians do?
−Islamic scholar Alfred Guilluame among other Islamic 
scholars, demontrates that in pre-Islamic times the moon 
god was called by a variety of names, one of which was 
Allah.
−Worship of this moon god was very prominent in ancient 
Arabia.

The moon god Allah is not the same God that we 
worship, nor is it the same God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob.
Worship of the moon god is condemned in 

Scripture.
−Deut 4:19, 17:3
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Revealed knowledge of God
True knowledge of God does not come by natural 

means.
Matthew 16:17

“And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed 
art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven.”
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1 Corinthians 2:12-13
12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the 

world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we might 
know the things that are freely given to us by God.
13  These things also we speak, not in the words 

which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Spirit teacheth, comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual.

Jesus
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John 14:6
Jesus said unto him, "I am the Way, the Truth, 

and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by Me.

Way:  ὁδός hodos hod-os’
1) properly
1a) a way
1a1) a travelled way, road
1b) a travellers way, journey, travelling

No man
οὐδείς oudeis oo-dice’
no one, nothing.   Literally not one.
Through
 διά dia dee-ah’
In the Genitive case means through or by.
Has the idea of the channel through which you 

travel.
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A rose by any other name...

Will hurt you!

Proverbs 14:12
“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, 

but the end thereof are the ways of death.”
Way
derekּדרך
Way, road, distance, journey, manner.
The Septuagint renders this word in the Greek as 
ὁδός hodos hod-os’.
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Right:
yâיׁשר shâ r

1) straight, upright, correct, right
1a) straight, level
1b) right, pleasing, correct
1c) straightforward, just, upright, fitting, proper
1d) uprightness, righteous, upright
1e) that which is upright (substantive)

Death
mâ מות veth

1) death, dying, Death (personified), realm of the 
dead

1a) death
1b) death by violence (as a penalty)
1c) state of death, place of death

The Septuagint renders this word as 'Αδης hades 
hah’-dace.
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Questions

Next week:
1+1+1=

1


