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The Pastoral Epistles

1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus

1 TIMOTHY 4

INSTRUCTIONS FOR A YOUNG 

PASTOR
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Beware False Teaching 

(1 Timothy 4:1-5)

- Paul gets more personal – specific things Timothy, as a young 

pastor, should do…

1 Tim 4:1-5

“1The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith 

and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2 Such 

teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have 

been seared as with a hot iron. 

Beware False Teaching 

(1 Timothy 4:1-5)

- Later times (vs 1)…what do you think he means by this?

- My take:  time starting with first coming of Jesus and continuing 

thru succeeding times and succeeding seasons

- It’s going on then, it’s going on now, it’ll go on until Jesus 

returns at the final judgement

- “The Spirit clearly says…” (predicted) that there would be 

succeeding seasons of falling away from the faith

- Why this falling away from the faith?

- Because “…some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving 

spirits and things taught by demons…” 
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Beware False Teaching 

(1 Timothy 4:1-5)

- Deceit = representing TRUTH by obfuscating scriptural testimony 

to the centrality of Jesus Christ

- Scripture says these spirits have access to the minds and hearts of 

men

- These deceitful teachings come THROUGH men who’s consciences 

have been “seared” or “burned away”

- Examples today?

- End of 19th Century – Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witness, Christian 

Science

Beware False Teaching 

(1 Timothy 4:1-5)

- 1960’s

- Moonies, Hare Krishna’s, Scientology, Transcendental 

Meditation

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS?

1 Tim 4:3a

3 They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain 

foods,…”
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Beware False Teaching 

(1 Timothy 4:1-5)

- Specific Methods employed in Ephesus

- Asceticism – practice of some kind of self denial as a personal 

or spiritual discipline, usually from some “normal” or “natural” 

thing

- Belief is this self denial somehow pleasing to God

- Big difference between SELF DENIAL and DENIAL OF SELF

- Jesus said “deny yourself” and become one with Him

- Self denial says I can earn God’s favor by something OTHER 

than the gift of righteousness thru Jesus Christ

Beware False Teaching 

(1 Timothy 4:1-5)

1 Tim 4:3b – 5

“3b…which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who 

believe and who know the truth. 4 For everything God created is good, 

and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 
5 because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.”

- What is Paul saying here?

- ANYTHING given by God is inherently GOOD

- If you’re constantly giving thanks, won’t get drawn into “new 

program” or “new way”

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS?n (ENDED WEEK 3 HERE)
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Make Sure You’re Walking the Walk… 

(1 Timothy 4:6-10)
- “Walk the walk, Timothy”

1 Tim 4:6-8

“6 If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a good 

minister of Christ Jesus, brought up in the truths of the faith and of 

the good teaching that you have followed. 7 Have nothing to do with 

godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 
8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all 

things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.”

- Minister = servant

Make Sure You’re Walking the Walk… 

(1 Timothy 4:6-10)

- How to be a good “servant of Christ?”

- Watch what you feed yourself on! (vs 6b)

- Don’t get distracted (vs 7a)

- Physical training OK, but godliness has value for all things (vs

7b-8)

- In vs 9 -10, Paul footstomps the motivation for our training

1 Tim 4:9-10

“9 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance 10(and for 

this we labor and strive), that we have put our hope in the living God, 

who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe.”
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Make Sure You’re Walking the Walk.. 

(1 Timothy 4:6-10)

- So what is our motivation?  Why do we labor and strive?

- Because of the HOPE WE HAVE IN THE LIVING GOD

- Labor and Strive are ACTION VERBS!

- Bottom line:  Like Timothy, we all have to guard what we put in our 

minds

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS?

…then, Talk the Talk 

(1 Timothy 4:11-16)

1 Tim 4:11-12a

“11 Command and teach these things. 12a Don’t let anyone look down 

on you because you are young,….”

- Timothy directed to “Command and teach these things”

1 Tim 4-12b – 14

“12b…but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in 

faith and in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public 

reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 14 Do not neglect 

your gift, which was given you through prophecy when the body of 

elders laid their hands on you.”



6/30/2013

7

…then, Talk the Talk 

(1 Timothy 4:11-16)

- First, Timothy’s whole life ought to reflect godly ways (vs 12b)

- Next, Timothy’s public ministry should be devoted to teaching of 

scripture (vs 13-14)

1 Tim 4:15 – 16

“15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that 

everyone may see your progress. 16 Watch your life and doctrine 

closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both 

yourself and your hearers.”

- Prepare thoroughly (vs 15)

- Keep it personal (vs 16)

1 TIMOTHY 5

THE PROPER WAY TO HANDLE 

FOLKS…
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Men and Women, Old and Young 

(1 Timothy 5:1-2)

- Paul addresses some continuing concerns/problems in the church 

at Ephesus

1 Tim 5:1-2

“1Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were 

your father. Treat younger men as brothers, 2 older women as 

mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.”

- Consider older men as fathers (vs 1a)

- Reverence and respect

Men and Women, Old and Young 

(1 Timothy 5:1-2)

- Look at young men as brothers (v 1b)

- Familial, not as rivals or enemies

- Older women as mothers (vs 2a)

- Reverence

- Younger women as sisters (vs 2b)

- Love, interest, concern, protection – in PURITY!
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The Widows Among Us 

(1 Timothy 5:3-16)

1 Tim 5:3-10

“3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need. 
4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first 

of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family 

and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to 

God. 5 The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope 

in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. 
6 But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives. 
7 Give the people these instructions, too, so that no one may be open 

to blame. 8 If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially 

for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an 

unbeliever.

The Widows Among Us 

(1 Timothy 5:3-16)

1 Tim 5:3-10

“9 No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, 

has been faithful to her husband, 10 and is well known for her good 

deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing the 

feet of the saints, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all 

kinds of good deeds.”

- 5 Qualifications for a Widow to be cared for by the church

- Real widows who were in need (vs 3-4)

- Be dedicated to, have a spiritual ministry (vs 5-7)
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The Widows Among Us 

(1 Timothy 5:3-16)

- 5 Qualifications for a Widow to be cared for by the church (con’t)

- At least 60 years old (vs 9)

- Be faithful to her husband (vs 9)

- Known for her good deeds (vs 10)

- Bottom Line:  she had to be a woman who had shown a willingness 

to serve no matter what the need

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS?

The Widows Among Us 

(1 Timothy 5:3-16)

1 Timothy 5: 11-13

“11 As for younger widows, do not put them on such a list. For when 

their sensual desires overcome their dedication to Christ, they want to 

marry. 12 Thus they bring judgment on themselves, because they have 

broken their first pledge. 13 Besides, they get into the habit of being 

idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they 

become idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying things they 

ought not to.”

- Paul understood the pressures on a young woman to have a family, 

husband and kids
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The Widows Among Us 

(1 Timothy 5:3-16)

1 Timothy 5: 14-15

“14 So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage 

their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for slander. 15 Some 

have in fact already turned away to follow Satan.  

- Not what our culture says

- Remove the opportunity for Satan to attack and destroy the church

- So does this mean a young woman or young widow should never 

support herself or work outside the home?

The Widows Among Us 

(1 Timothy 5:3-16)

1 Timothy 5:16
16 If any woman who is a believer has widows in her family, she should 

help them and not let the church be burdened with them, so that the 

church can help those widows who are really in need.”

- 3RD time Paul talks to the FAMILY’S responsibility to take care of 

widows and older folks

1 Timothy 5: 8

“8 If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his 

immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an 

unbeliever.

- Some hard words…
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The Widows Among Us 

(1 Timothy 5:3-16)

“No family action more fully reveals the glory of Christian grace than

to see children lovingly supplying the needs of their older parents…”

(Stedman)

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS?

How ‘Bout Them Elders 

(1 Timothy 5:17-25)

1 Tim 5:17-18

“17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of 

double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. 
18 For the Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out 

the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.”

- “…worthy of double honor…”

- COMPENSATION!  THEY SHOULD BE PAID!



6/30/2013

13

How ‘Bout Them Elders 

(1 Timothy 5:17-25)

1 Tim 5:19-20

“19 Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought 

by two or three witnesses. 20 Those who sin are to be rebuked 

publically, so that the others may take warning.”

- Charges against an elder or pastor must be supported by more

than one person

- But, if charge is made properly and substantiated…

- Does he confess and repent?  No further action necessary

- If not, rebuke publicly

How ‘Bout Them Elders 

(1 Timothy 5:17-25)

1 Tim 5:21

“21 I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect 

angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing 

out of favoritism.”

- If it requires action – act

1 Tim 5:22

“22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do not share in the 

sins of others. Keep yourself pure.”

- Make sure he/she is qualified

- Don’t just go along with the crowd
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How ‘Bout Them Elders 

(1 Timothy 5:17-25)

1 Tim 5:24-25

“24 The sins of some men are obvious, reaching the place of judgment 

ahead of them; the sins of others trail behind them. 25 In the same 

way, good deeds are obvious, and even those that are not obvious 

cannot be hidden.”

- God will reveal their true nature

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

How ‘Bout Them Elders 

(1 Timothy 5:17-25)

1 Tim 5:23

“23 Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your 

stomach and your frequent illnesses.”

- Why is this here?

- 2 Schools of Thought

- Thinking of Timothy’s personal well being

- Overdoing the “pure” thing

- What do you think?

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS?
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1 TIMOTHY 6

SLAVES, WEALTH, AND FINAL 

INSTRUCTIONS…

Speaking of Slaves… 

(1 Timothy 6:1-5)

- Beginning of chapter 6 begins where chapter 5 left off—

w/instructions on how to treat believing slaves

- Many slaves were part of the early church

- Therefore, slavery became an immediate problem
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Speaking of Slaves… 

(1 Timothy 6:1-5)

1 Tim 6:1-2

“1All who are under the yoke of slavery should consider their masters 

worthy of full respect, so that God’s name and our teaching may not 

be slandered. 2 Those who have believing masters are not to show less 

respect for them because they are brothers.  Instead, they are to serve 

them even better, because those who benefit from their service are 

believers, and dear to them.  These are the things you are to teach 

and urge on them.”

- How is this passage relevant in the 21st century?

Speaking of Slaves… 

(1 Timothy 6:1-5)

- Employer/employee relationships – any relationship where one 

person works under another

- Look at vs 1 again – “…consider masters worthy of full respect…”

- Is scripture condoning slavery?

- No, not really…

- Acknowledging it exists in the world, providing guidance on 

how believing slaves and masters should act

- Principle: God is in charge
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Speaking of Slaves… 

(1 Timothy 6:1-5)

- What about slaves with believing masters?  Look at vs 2…

- Expect no special favors; go above and beyond to serve well

- This won’t go over well…so what does Paul say?

1 Tim 6:3-5

“3 If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound 

instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 he is 

conceited and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in 

controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, 

malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant friction between men of 

corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that 

godliness is a means to financial gain.”

Speaking of Slaves… 

(1 Timothy 6:1-5)

- Some won’t accept this teaching, in fact, they’ll try to teach the 

opposite

- When they do, remember TWO THINGS:

- They’re wrong (vs 3)

- They’re not following “godly teaching” (vs 3)

- Bottom line:  these are the Lord’s commands
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Speaking of Slaves… 

(1 Timothy 6:1-5)

- Three (3) motives driving false teachers:

- Conceit (vs 4)

- Love of controversies, quarrels (vs 4)

- See everything as a means of gain (vs 5)

- Bottom line:

- No one likes being a slave

- Tough conditions are opportunities to testify

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS?

Christians and Wealth—Costs and Benefits 

(1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19)

- Practical instruction on how a Christian should view wealth

1 Tim 6:6-10

“6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought 

nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we 

have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 People who 

want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish 

and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For 

the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 

money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with 

many griefs.”
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Christians and Wealth—Costs and Benefits 

(1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19)

- How would you define contentment?

- Webster:  “the state of being happy and satisfied”

- “Not having all you want but wanting all you have”

- Being satisfied w/what I have and not craving more

Christians and Wealth—Costs and Benefits 

(1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19)

- Scripture defines contentment in Phil 4:11b-13:

11 …for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I 

know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I 

have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 

whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can 

do everything through him who gives me strength.”

- Godliness is contentment

- For us, Christian believers, STUFF ain’t gonna make us happy
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Christians and Wealth—Costs and Benefits 

(1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19)

- You can’t take it with you…(vs 7)

- Content with food and clothing (vs 8) – you buying that?

- “People who want to get rich…”

- Where’s your heart?

- “Harmful things” and “ruin and destruction”

- “For the love of money is a root of all evil…”

Christians and Wealth—Costs and Benefits 

(1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19)

- What does the love of money do?

- It causes some people to wander from the faith…

- Back to our definition of contentment…

- Godliness and being satisfied with what you have
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Christians and Wealth—Costs and Benefits 

(1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19)

- How is a rich Christian to act?

1 Tim 6:17-19

“17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 

arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to 

put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 

and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up 

treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so 

that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”

Christians and Wealth—Costs and Benefits 

(1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19)

- Handling money and riches is about two things:  ATTITUDE and 

ACTIONS

- 3 things wealthy believer must check w/respect to their attitude:

1. Ego  -- all equal in the eyes of God

2. Don’t count on your riches

3. Remember – GOD is the giver of all
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Christians and Wealth—Costs and Benefits 

(1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19)

- How does a wealthy believer enjoy his riches (ACTIONS)? – vs 18

- By doing good

- Be rich in good deeds

- Be generous and willing to share

- What happens if we follow these commands?  Vs 19

- “lay up treasure for yourself…”

- “take hold of the life that is truly life”

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS?


