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“Now Concerning
Spiritual Gifts …

I do not want you to beI do not want you to be 
uninformed.”

(1 Cor. 12:1 – RSV)

The Mission of RLCS is to:

LOVE and OBEY the Savior,
EQUIP believers for ministry,   Q f y,
SHARE the Good News about 
Jesus

A. Please be relaxed -- you are 
among Christian brothers 
and sisters – fellow members 

f th B d f Ch i t llof the Body of Christ – all 
part of God’s family and 
congregation
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B. I WELCOME QUESTIONS 
(“The only dumb question is the 
one not asked …”)

I WELCOME YOU INSIGHTS –
YOUR OPINIONS!

YOUR THOUGHTS … 

C. You will have HOMEWORK
– so please do any “homework” 
reading assignments, surveys,     
etc. – it will help in your growth 
process!

D. Don’t take my word for 
anything! If I cannot say, 

“Thus says the Lord,” then what I 
i i l !opinionam saying is only my ________!  

God’s Word is ___________ the 
guide. You are ALLOWED to 
disagree with me!

opinion
only reliable 
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E. One “textbook”:  The Bible, 
the Holy Scriptures - and I 
encourage you to bring your 

Bibl d b down Bible, and be prepared 
to write in it!)

Spiritual gifts are special gifts:

given by the __________
given by the ____________

Holy Spirit
grace of God

received by ___________ of 
the Church (i.e., all believers 
in Jesus as Lord and Savior 
receive ___________of the 
gifts)

all members  

one or more 

given to be used __________
_______ (but many times to         
touch people outside of the 
Christian Faith)

within the 
Church

Christian Faith)
given to ________the Church 
as we glorify God by using     
the gifts 

build up 
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The Early Church received 
grace upon grace from God.  
Joy and thanksgiving were 
fitting natural responses!fitting, natural responses!  

Still, some Christians missed 
how gifted they were.  

Their mood soured, and then 
prodding and reminding were 
needed to move them to thanks 

and joy.  Sound familiar?  j y
What attitudes or practices 
work against a celebrative 

mood in churches?  

What could cause an 
abundantly gifted 

congregation to grow stale 
and cold?and cold?  

See Revelation 2:1-5 and 
3:14-18.
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The image of the Body of 
Christ helps us to a richer 

understanding of the Church 
as God’s gifted people.  Read 
1 Corinthians 12:12 27 In a1 Corinthians 12:12-27. In a 
chapter devoted to Spiritual 
Gifts, Paul talks about body 
parts, functions, unity, and 

diversity.  

After examining these verses, 
list some “truisms” (self-

evident truths) concerningevident truths) concerning 
the Church and its gifts.

We are ______ people –
gifted by the _________

gifted
Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the 
______ of the giftsGIVER
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We Lutherans are 
_______ of the 

Holy Spirit
terrified

Holy Spirit 
and His work 

in and through us.

Create a "Spiritscape" –
a panoramic view of the p
Spirit's nature and work

Spiritscape Verses:
1 Samuel 16:11-13    Joel 2:28-32
Joel 2:28-32    Luke 4:14-21
John 3:5 6 John 16:12 13John 3:5-6    John 16:12-13
Acts 2:38-39    1 Cor. 2:6-13    
Romans 8:2, 5, 9, 11, 13-17, 26-27
Galatians 5:16-25    Titus 3:4-7



3/4/2012

7

St. Luke, writing a history of the 
Early Church (under inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit!), saw the Spirit 
behind all of that church's growth 
spurts. Read Acts 2:4; 4:8; 10:44-spurts.  Read Acts 2:4; 4:8; 10:44
45; 13:1-3. Do you think the 
Church today has this confidence 
in the Spirit's direction of its 
future?  Why or why not?

How can we be sure that 
we have the Holy Spirit 
and His gifts?  See Luke 
11 9 13 R 5 1 511:9-13; Romans 5:1-5; 
10:17; 1 Corinthians 
11:23-26; 12:13; Titus 
3:4-7.

Think about the Spirit's direction 
of your congregation's growth 
and ministry.  Where especially 
have you seen the Spirit's 
blessings? What direction doesblessings?  What direction does 
He seem to have for you as a 
congregation in ministry?  Talk 
about any surprises you might 
have noticed or seen.
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HOMEWORK
ASSIGNMENT

Thank you – and see you next 
Sunday!  Invite & bring a 

friend, co‐worker, relative, or 
neighbor!


