
Galatians Chapter 2 

In chapter 2, Paul informs the Galatian Christians: I am a true apostle, and 

two proofs demonstrate that my gospel of grace is true. First, it is true 
because the apostles and leaders in Jerusalem approved my gospel of 
grace and authenticated my apostleship. Second, my gospel of grace is 
true because I confronted and corrected the apostle Peter when he was 
showing preference to the Judaizers and their false system of legalism. 
Such a bold and uncontested act validates my apostolic authority and 
message.1 

1. Last week – in Galatians chapter 1, the Holy Spirit speaks through 
Paul to teach that there is only one Gospel & many false gospels 
(1:6-7).  Paul, under inspiration of the same Holy Spirit is 
establishing that he is orthodox, authoritative, authentic & trustworthy 
leader of Christianity. 
 

2. Let’s take a step back even further…to the context of the letter 
(epistle) of Galatians, the region of Galatia & the author himself. 

LETTER PROFILE 

• Written not to one church but to all the churches in the region of 
Galatia. 

• Probably written to churches Paul helped establish during one of 
his missionary journeys to the region. 

• Written to help offset the influence of false teachers, who taught 
that to be saved Gentiles must keep the Mosaic Law in addition to 
believing in Christ. 

• Theme: We are saved by grace and must live by grace, not by law, 
for no one can keep the law. 

REGION PROFILE 

• Galatia was a region, not a city, in modern Turkey. 
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• People of the region were Celtic (originating in the British Isles, 
especially Ireland), who migrated to this area because of conflict 
with the Romans in their homeland. 

• At the time of the New Testament, Galatia became a Roman 
province. 

• Boundaries of Galatia are uncertain, but it may have contained the 
cities of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. 

AUTHOR PROFILE—PAUL THE APOSTLE 

• Jew, born in Tarsus, near the Lebanese border in modern Turkey. 
• Roman citizen. 
• Prominent, highly educated Jewish religious leader (Pharisee). 
• Dramatically converted to Christianity, A.D. 35. 
• Primary apostle to the Gentiles. 
• Tireless missionary. 
• Imprisoned in Rome, A.D. 67, during reign of Nero. 
• Died in prison, A.D. 68.2 

 

3. Our outline for chapter 2 
a. I. Galatians 2:1-5 
b. II. Gal. 2:6-10 
c. III. Gal. 2:11-21 

 
4. Galatians 2:1-5 

a. Paul’s apostolic authority & message endorsed part I 
i. 2:1 After fourteen years… 

 
ii. With Barnabas & Titus 

1. Titus, a Gentile, was a test case to see if the Jewish 
leaders in Jerusalem would require him to be 
circumcised 
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iii. 2:2 The purpose of this meeting with the Jerusalem 
apostles was to clarify the apostles’ position on the 
Christian’s relationship to the Jewish law. Jerusalem did 
not force Paul to come to them for their official stamp of 
approval. God sent Paul to Jerusalem to bring unity in 
the mission of the church.3 
 

iv. 2:3-5 The purpose for bringing Titus to Jerusalem is now 
revealed. Titus was a test case to see if the Jerusalem 
leaders would allow a Gentile to be a Christian without 
being circumcised. The false teachers (Judaizers) said he 
must be circumcised and Paul adamantly said, “No!” Paul 
knew that both Jews and Gentiles were accepted into the 
church by faith alone in Jesus Christ. Paul won this battle, 
for Titus was not … compelled to be circumcised, even 
though he was a Greek. The Judaizers wanted to make 
Christians slaves by requiring them to observe the Old 
Testament laws’ rules and ceremonies, especially 
circumcision. Paul stood absolutely firm because the 
truth of the gospel was at stake. To impose circumcision 
on Titus would be to deny that salvation was by faith 
alone and to affirm the law as the means to God’s 
acceptance.4 

 

5. Prayer –  
 

6. For class discussion/meditation 
i. We do not fall into the hypocrisy of acting like Jews even 

though we are Christians, as did the Galatian and 
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Jerusalem believers. What is our modern form of 
hypocrisy more likely to look like? 

 

ii. The Jewish Christians were inclined to think that the 
Gentile Christians were not true believers because of 
things they did or did not do. Do you know people who 
believe in Christ today but whose Christian faith you are 
prone to doubt because of things they do or do not do?5 

 

iii. Your input on these first five verses? 
 

7. Galatians 2:6-10 
a. Paul’s apostolic authority & message endorsed part II 

 
b. 2:6 – God is not saying anything new here through Paul.  

Remember 1 Samuel 16? 
i. 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to 

Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 
trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 And he 
said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. 
Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and 
invited them to the sacrifice.  
 

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, 
“Surely the LORD’s anointed is before him.” 7 But the 
LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance 
or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man 
looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks 
on the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:4-7 
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c. Let’s also recall how fickle & hopeless it is to convince man 
through man’s own “devices” as Jesus teaches in Matthew 
11:16-19. 

i. 16 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their 
playmates, 17 “‘We played the flute for you, and you did 
not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they 
say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton 
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 

 
d. 2:7 – “…they saw that I had been entrusted with the task of 

preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as Peter had been to 
the Jews.” 

i. εἶδον (from the root word ὁράω) – to see; to pay 
attention to 
 

ii. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 
great joy. – Mt. 2:10 

 
 

iii. 41 And Jesus withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, 
and knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if you are 
willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my 
will, but yours, be done.” 43 And there appeared to Him 
an angel from heaven, strengthening Him. 44 And being in 
an agony He prayed more earnestly; and His sweat 
became like great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground. - Luke 22:41-44 
 

iv. 27 And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men 
followed him, crying aloud, “Have mercy on us, Son of 
David.” 28 When He entered the house, the blind men 
came to Him, and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe 
that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 
29 Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to your 
faith be it done to you.” 30 And their eyes were opened. 



And Jesus sternly warned them, “See that no one knows 
about it.” 31 But they went away and spread His fame 
through all that district. - Matthew 9:27-31 

 
 

v. What the apostles of Jerusalem “saw” Paul it was not 
some human eyeball test!  Divine intervention & divine 
affirmation authenticate Paul (as well as all the 
apostles); God NOT MAN is the authority on who is 
reliable, trustworthy & telling the Truth (God’s Truth, 
Objective Truth) versus who is not! 

 

vi. πιστεύω – assign responsibility to; put into someone’s 
care 
 

vii. 4 but just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please 
man, but to please God who tests our hearts. - 1 
Thessalonians 2:4 
 

viii. 11 in accordance with uthe gospel of the glory of the 
blessed God with which I have been entrusted.  - 1 
Timothy 1:11 

 
 

ix. 16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I 
might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not 
immediately consult with anyone; - Galatians 1:16 
 

 
x. 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen 

instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles 
and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him 
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” – 
Acts 9:15-16 

 
e. 2:8-10 



i. πτωχός - poor → A Poor Person — any person lacking 
sufficient income to attain necessities. 

ii. Do we define this as a very thing we are “eager to do?”  
We define who/what is our God/god by what we are 
spending/devoting our time/hours/energy/life to. *Ties 
right into our Love – Equip – Share emphasis here at 
RLC! 

 
8. Prayer –  

 
9.  Class discussion/comments 

 
10.  Galatians 2:11-21 

 
a. Paul’s authority exercised & message applied 
b. J 
c. 2:11-13 “The lapse in Peter’s judgment” 
d. Paul was a true apostle because he admonished and corrected Peter’s 

accommodation of the false teachers. Only a true apostle could rebuke and 
correct Peter.6 

e. 2:14-18 
i. Paul publically corrects Peter - how do we apply this in light of Jesus’ 

Words in Matthew 18:15-20? 
1. 15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him 

his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to 
you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does 
not listen, take one or two others along with you, 
that every charge may be established by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses 
to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to 
you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to 
you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you 
agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be 
done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where 
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two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 
among them.”  

 
ii. 2:15. It is inconsistent and illogical for privileged Jews by birth, 

who rejected the keeping of their very own law as the way to 
salvation, to now burden the Gentiles with the keeping of that very 
same law. The phrase Gentile sinners was probably spoken in 
irony. Quite often, the Jews could not mention Gentiles without 
calling them “Gentile sinners.” Yet, in Paul’s eyes, the sinners were 
the Judaizers, not the Gentiles, Christian believers in his church. 
 

iii. 2:16. Verse 16 is one of the most important verses in Galatians 
because in it Paul states the content of the gospel of grace. This is 
the first time Paul uses the word justified which means “to declare 
righteous.” Justification is the act of God, whereby he declares the 
believing sinner righteous in Jesus Christ. Negatively, Paul says a 
man is not justified by observing the law. Stated positively, 
justification is by faith in Christ Jesus. Negatively, Paul has 
rebuffed the false teachings of the Judaizers which Peter had 
supported by his behavior in Antioch. Positively, he has presented 
the true, grace path to righteousness. 
 

iv. 2:17. The opponents to this message of grace argued that if people 
aren’t under law then they will freely sin. They reasoned that people 
could believe in Christ but then live as they wanted and by their 
sinful actions make Christ a promoter of sin. Paul answers this 
accusation with an emphatic, “No!” Grace leads to freedom from 
sin’s slavery to obey God, not license to disobey him. 
 

v. 2:18. A person who rebuilds (that is, returns to) the law after 
believing in Christ will find himself a lawbreaker. No one except 
Jesus can keep the law perfectly. So to put one’s relationship with 
God on a legalistic basis is to make oneself a lawbreaker.7 
 

f. 2:19-21 
i. 2:19. In verses 19–20 Paul teaches about the transformation that 

occurs in believers. He is continuing to correct Peter for cowering to 
a legalistic system that is powerless to change lives. Paul uses the 
death and resurrection motif in each verse. First, Paul states 
through the law I died to the law. Paul may have meant by this 
that, when he tried to live up to the law, he saw that it was 
impossible. He saw that the penalty for failing to live up to the law 
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was death. Seeing his clear condemnation according to the law 
drove him into the arms of grace, to rely on Jesus to save him. 
 

ii. Or he might have meant that, when he saw that the law was 
insufficient to save him, he turned his back on the law and made it 
no longer of any influence in his life. 

 
iii. Or he might have meant that the law demanded death for sin. 

Christ died because he took our death penalty upon himself. By 
believing in Christ, his death pays for the death that the law 
required of us. Because I am united with Christ by faith, the law 
killed not only him but all who are joined to him by faith. Therefore, 
the believer has died to the law. Since we have died, the law must 
acquit us of further punishment. So through fulfilling the law by 
dying in Christ, we are now free from the law. 

 
iv. Whatever Paul meant, the result is that he no longer is under the 

jurisdiction of the law. It is powerless over him. 
 

v. 2:20. Now Paul expands upon verse 19. He died to the law (v. 19) 
by being crucified with Christ. He lives for God (v. 19) because 
Christ lives in him. Believers are in union with Christ. We are 
united with him in his death, burial, and resurrection. Thus, we died 
with him to the law (see Rom. 6). 

 
vi. Again, we are uncertain as to what Paul meant by I have been 

crucified with Christ. It certainly did not mean that he was 
physically crucified. Dead people don’t write letters. In what sense 
was he crucified? He may have used the sentence as a figure of 
speech, referring to the effects of Christ’s death which every 
believer experiences. It might be reworded, “I have been as good 
as crucified, since the results of Christ’s crucifixion count for me.” 
Or he may have referred to a sense in which every believer is 
required to endure a similar experience of spiritual crucifixion to the 
desires of self. We put to death our own plans to follow Jesus. It 
might be reworded, “I have crucified my right to self-control in life, in 
the same way that Christ was crucified physically. He gave up his 
right to physical life; I gave up my right to self-life.” 

 
vii. Or he may have referred to some sense in which the believer, 

because he is “in Christ” is seen by God as having actually died. He 
may have been referring to the union between the believer and 
Jesus, when the believer in Jesus experiences, spiritually, 
everything Jesus experienced. More will be said of these options in 
the “Deeper Discoveries” section of this chapter. 

 



viii. Whatever Paul meant about having died in Christ, the point is that 
his death severed him from the requirements of the law. Therefore, 
for Peter and the Judaizers to go back to the law is to visit the 
graveyard. Paul goes on to say that he can live for God because 
Christ lives in him. Finally, Paul says that faith is the principle that 
unlocks the life of Christ in the believer. The more we exercise faith 
in Christ the more he is free to live through us. The more we are 
obedient to the Scripture and the leading of the Holy Spirit, the 
more our life approximates what Jesus would do if he were in our 
shoes. In that sense, the life he lives, he lives by faith in the Son of 
God. 

 
ix. 2:21. Now Paul presents his conclusion. The false-teaching 

Judaizers were voiding the grace of God by adding the works-
oriented law to the work of Christ. Therefore, Paul says I do not set 
aside the grace of God (as the legalists did), for if righteousness 
could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing! If 
humans could be right with God by obeying the law, why would he 
send his Son to suffer and die on a cross? Paul concludes his 
correction of Peter by showing the utter absurdity of turning back to 
the law. The very reason Christ died on the cross to pay for sin was 
because the law could not remove sin or impart righteousness. 
Grace provides what the law was powerless to provide—
righteousness. 

 

x. MAIN IDEA REVIEW: Paul proved that he preached the true 
apostolic gospel because his message was endorsed by the 
Jerusalem leaders and because he exercised apostolic authority 
by rebuking and correcting Peter.8 

 
11.  Prayer –  

 
12.  Class discussion/comments 
 
13. Close class with prayer. 
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