
V. Practical Questions

How is baptism performed?

Method

Formula/ Rite                                                   

Infant baptism vs. the Anabaptist perspective

Original Sin

The Reformers' perspectives

The Fathers' witness

The Didache

And concerning baptism, baptize this way: Having first said all 
these things, baptize into the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, in living water. But if you have not living 
water, baptize into other water; and if you can not in cold, in warm. 
But if you have not either, pour out water thrice upon the head into 
the name of Father and Son and Holy Spirit. But before the 
baptism let the baptizer fast, and the baptized, and whatever 
others can; but you shall order the baptized to fast one or two days 
before. 



Who Can Baptize?

Formula and Rite

Nearly all orthodox baptismal formulas follow the words of Matthew 
28:19 with something like, “I baptize you (for the remission of sins) 
in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”

If the candidate is capable of confessing, the words of the 
Ethiopian may be recited and/or the Nicene Creed.

There are several methods of baptism: immersion, 
pouring/affusion, sprinkling/dispersion, and any of the above in
triplicate.



Infant Baptism

What are the justifications?

Original Sin

Household Conversions

Circumcision

“Let the little children come to me” (Luke 18:15-17)

Understanding baptism as a gift rather than a work

Original Sin: Two Views

Western/Augustinian View: “They were no doubt the sins of 
another. . . now the sins belong to them by carnal generation”
(Augustine)

Death + Guilt
Eastern View: darkness in the mind; the will is without a fear,
love, or trust in God (Melancthon)

Death + Marred Nature (This also has two views)
Ancestral
Progressive



The Reformers

The children of Christians are no less sons of God than the 
parents, just as in the Old Testament. Hence, since they are sons 
of God, who will forbid their baptism?

Circumcision among the ancients (so far as it was sacramental) 
was the same as baptism with us. As that was given to infants so
ought baptism to be administered to infants. (Zwingli)

Holy baptism. . . is in the case of adults and of young children truly 
a baptism of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit, whereby 
those who are baptized have all their sins washed away, are buried 
into the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, are incorporated into him 
and put on him for the death of their sins, for a new and godly life 
and the blessed resurrection, and through him become children 
and heirs of God. (Bucer)

The Reformers cont'd

Friends, you hear in this gospel (Mark 10:13-16) the words of our 
Saviour Christ, that he commanded the children to be brought unto 
him: how he blamed those that would have kept them from him: 
how he exhorts all men to follow their innocence. You perceive 
how by his outward gesture and deed he declared his good-will 
toward them. For he embraced them in his arms, he laid his hands
upon them, and blessed them: doubt not, therefore, but earnestly
believe, that he will likewise favourably receive these present 
infants, that he will embrace them with the arms of his mercy, that 
he will give unto them the blessing of eternal life: and make them 
partakers of his everlasting kingdom. Wherefore we being thus 
persuaded of the good-will of our heavenly father toward these 
infants, declared by his son Jesus Christ; and nothing doubting but 
that he favourably allows this charitable work of ours, in bringing 
these children to his holy baptism. . . (Book of Common Prayer)



The Reformers Cont'd

Further, we say that we are not very concerned to know whether 
the person baptized believes or not. For Baptism does not become
invalid on that account. But everything depends on God's Word 
and command. Now this point is perhaps somewhat difficult. But it 
rests entirely on what I have said, that Baptism is nothing other 
than water and God's Word in and with each other [Ephesians 
5:26]. That is, when the Word is added to the water, Baptism is 
valid, even though faith is lacking. For my faith does not make 
Baptism, but receives it. . . 

So you see that the objection of the sectarians is empty. As we 
have said, even though infants did not believe. . . still their Baptism 
would be valid. (Luther, Large Catechism)

Historical Claims

[Augustine of Hippo] provided the theology that led to infant 
baptism becoming general practice for the first time in the history of 
the church, perhaps in the later fifth century, more likely in the 
500's or even later. (David Wright)

Various claims are made as to the date of official sanction of the 
practice in general council:

416: Mileum II

1215: Lateran IV

1439: Florence

1545-49: Trent



Historical Witness

189: Irenaeus

210: Tertullian

215: Hippolytus

244: Origen

253: Council of Carthage, Cyprian

388: Gregory the Theologian, John Crysostom

408: Augustine

416: Council of Mileum II


