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BAPTISM

I. BAPTISMS OF THE NT

Therefore, leaving the elementary message about the Messiah, let
us go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance 
from dead works, faith in God, teaching about ritual washings,
laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment. And we will do this if God permits. (Hebrews 6:1-3)
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BAPTIZO

Baptizo is a transliteration of the Koine Greek word most often 
rendered 'baptism' (itself an Anglicism) in English Bibles.

1. to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk)

2. to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean 
with water, to wash one's self, bathe

3. to overwhelm

The act of baptizing produces a permanent change.

Illustration: Nicander's pickle recipe

(The New Testament Greek Lexicon @ studylight.org)

Note on Biblical Interpretation

Words in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, just as words in any 
language, frequently possess a variety of meanings. Modern-
language dictionaries tend to offer a number of meanings for words 
rather than giving a single meaning from which all others are 
assumed to derive. Unfortunately, many Biblical workbooks give 
the impression that Biblical terms had a single meaning that was
“carried” in the root form of the word. This assumption is known as 
“root fallacy”. Even though utilized in many studies, this hypothesis 
about root meanings should be avoided. 

(Biblical Exegesis: A Beginner's Handbook)
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Baptisms of the NT

Baptism of John/ baptism of repentance

Baptism of suffering/ baptism of blood

Baptism of Holy Spirit

Baptism of fire

Baptism of church, “for the forgiveness of your sins”

Baptism of John

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Wilderness
of Judea and saying, “Repent, because the kingdom of heaven has 
come near!” For he is the one spoken of through the prophet 
Isaiah, who said:

A voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
Prepare the way for the Lord;
make His paths straight!

John himself had a camel-hair garment with a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then people 
from Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the vicinity of the Jordan were 
flocking to him, and they were baptized by him in the Jordan River 
as they confessed their sins. (Matthew 3:1-12)



4

Matthew 3:1-12 cont'd

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to the 
place of his baptism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Therefore produce fruit 
consistent with repentance. And don’t presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that 
God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones! 
Even now the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees! Therefore, 
every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the One who is 
coming after me is more powerful than I. I am not worthy to remove 
His sandals. He Himself will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing shovel is in His hand, and He will clear His
threshing floor and gather His wheat into the barn. But the chaff He 
will burn up with fire that never goes out.”

Baptism of John

“Then what baptism were you baptized with?” [Paul] asked them.

“With John’s baptism,” they replied.

Paul said, “John baptized with a baptism of repentance, telling the 
people that they should believe in the One who would come after 
him, that is, in Jesus.”

When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. (Acts 19:3-5)
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Baptism of Suffering

But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you’re asking. Are 
you able to drink the cup I drink or to be baptized with the baptism I 
am baptized with?”

“We are able,” they told Him.

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink, and you will be 
baptized with the baptism I am baptized with. But to sit at My right 
or left is not Mine to give; instead, it is for those it has been 
prepared for.” When the other 10 disciples heard this, they began 
to be indignant with James and John. (Mark 10:38-41)

But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how it consumes Me
until it is finished! (Luke 12:50)

Baptism of the Holy Spirit:
OT Prophecy

For I will pour water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry
ground; I will pour out My Spirit on your descendants and My 
blessing on your offspring. (Isaiah 44:3)

After this I will pour out My Spirit on all humanity; then your sons 
and your daughters will prophesy, your old men will have dreams,
and your young men will see visions. I will even pour out My Spirit 
on the male and female slaves in those days. (Joel 2:28-29)
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Baptism of the Holy Spirit:
NT Prophecy

And John testified, “I watched the Spirit descending from heaven 
like a dove, and He rested on [Jesus]. I didn’t know Him, but He 
who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The One you see the 
Spirit descending and resting on—He is the One who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ (John 1:32-33)

While [Jesus] was together with them, He commanded them not to 
leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the Father’s promise. “This,” He 
said, “is what you heard from Me; for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
(Acts 1:4-5)

Baptism of the Holy Spirit:
Pentecost

When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all together in
one place. Suddenly a sound like that of a violent rushing wind 
came from heaven, and it filled the whole house where they were 
staying. And tongues, like flames of fire that were divided, 
appeared to them and rested on each one of them. Then they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability for speech. 

But Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and 
proclaimed to them: “Men of Judah and all you residents of 
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you and pay attention to my 
words. For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it’s 
only nine in the morning. On the contrary, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: (Acts 2:1-4, 14-16)
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Baptism of the Holy Spirit:
Cornelius' Household

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came
down on all those who heard the message. The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded because the 
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For 
they heard them speaking in other languages and declaring the 
greatness of God. (Acts 10:44-46)

“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came down on them, just as 
on us at the beginning. Then I remembered the word of the Lord, 
how He said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.’ (Acts 11:15-16)
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Baptism of Fire

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the One who is 
coming after me is more powerful than I. I am not worthy to remove 
His sandals. He Himself will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing shovel is in His hand, and He will clear His
threshing floor and gather His wheat into the barn. But the chaff He 
will burn up with fire that never goes out.” (Matthew 3:11-12)

Baptism of Fire:
Three Views

Charismatic: fire baptism purges the inner man resulting in 
entire sanctification and holiness

Holy Spirit baptism and fire baptism are administered 
coordinately, as in the 'tongues, like flames of fire that were 
divided' 

Fire baptism is for the wicked, and thus an antonym of Holy 
Spirit baptism
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
(Matthew 28:19)

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does
not believe will be condemned. (Mark 16:16)

He saved us — not by works of righteousness that we had done, but 
according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit. (Titus 3:5)

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Or are you unaware that all of us who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with 
Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in a 
new way of life. (Romans 6:3-4)

There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to one 
hope at your calling — one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
(Ephesians 4:4-6)

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
(Nicene Creed)


