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2 Peter 2 Peter
False Teacher (hapax legomenon) (2 Peter 2:1) (ψευδοδιδάσκαλος) 

pseudodidaskalos (pseudo) false (didaskalos) teacher. 
Heretic (Titus 3:10) (αἱρετικός) hairetikos (has nothing to do with “hairy 

tics that you might find out in the woods on a camping or hunting 
trip) - one who teaches with opinion and is not bound by the text or 
the vetting of other good teachers. He specializes in using truth 
mixed with error. Sometimes you will encounter the word “heresies” 
which refers to doctrines that are taught which are partial truth and 
partial error and the percentage of mixture is normally just enough 
for the vulnerable, negligent or deliberately blind student to accept, , g g y p ,
thereby injuring their faith in some form or fashion.

Apostate (ἀφίστημι) aphistémi – apostate is the noun form of the verb 
aphistémi, which is found throughout Scripture. It comes from two 
words, (apo) away from (histémi) to stand in a place, ultimately 
meaning to stand in a place away from a former location in which 
you once stood.

Orthodoxy – the body of beliefs (creeds) and practices accepted within 
Christianity.

Heterodoxy – opinions, beliefs and practices that are contrary to 
orthodoxy.

2 Peter
Exegesis - The word exegesis means to draw 

the meaning out of a given text. And to do this 
(that is, understanding the text) genuine 
exegesis involves the following elements 
(Wiki):

• Lexical-syntactical analysisy y
• Historical/cultural analysis (isagogics
• Contextual analysis
• Theological analysis
• Special literary analysis
Eisegesis – The word eisegesis means to read 

one's own interpretation into a given text.

2 Peter
X. False Teachers are the ultimate empty promise (2 Pt. 2:17-

22)
17 These people are springs without water and mists driven by a 

storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. 18 For they 
mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful 
desires of the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping 
from those who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, 
while they themselves are slaves of depravity—for “people y p y p p
are slaves to whatever has mastered them.” 20 If they have 
escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are 
overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the 
beginning. 21 It would have been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and 
then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was 
passed on to them. 22 Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog 
returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns to her 
wallowing in the mud.”

2 Peter
The ultimate description of all false teachers is 
given here, “empty”. It is interesting they are 
given the profile of something large, “mists 
driven by storms” but their substantial content 
is air. And this is what mist is, it is broad and 
wide covering a large areas because of its airwide covering a large areas because of its air 
mass but in the end all it does is dampen just 
enough to collect dirt yet never provide 
enough of anything to wash away the dirt.

Notice again their strategy:
A. Appeal to unrestrained behavior (v 18)

2 Peter
The word, here, for lustful is (ἀσέλγεια) aselgeia, 
which refers, not simply lustful in a sexual way which 
is the most common association we have with this 
word, rather lustful in its most broad way which has 
in view simply giving over to the wantonness or 
outrageousness of the flesh. This can come in many 
forms. And what you will note with such personalities 
or False Teachers is a great emphasis on their 
personality. That is, when you find an emphasis on 
one’s personality in a so-called Teacher, while they 
may not instantly qualify for a False Teacher, 
understand they have an unhealthy emphasis and 
preoccupation with the properties of their flesh. And 
flowing from this is likely to be an tolerance and 
eventual promotion of certain kinds of “wantonness”.
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2 Peter
The True Teacher of the Word of God, while 
possessing a unique personality which all 
humans do and certain idiosyncrasies will not 
emphasize these traits but is consistently 
seen as someone seeking to reduce their 
person and magnify God And this will beperson and magnify God. And this will be 
especially evident when teaching God Word. 
The True Teacher will strive to make the text 
and its application clear. 

2 Peter
B. Enticing new believers (v 18)

It says they entice those who are “just 
escaping”, that is, newly saved. Why? Of 
course because they are vulnerable. Imagine 
you are an adult, even an early adult, and 
h j t t f ith i Ch i t Y h thave just come to faith in Christ. You have two 
main deficits which a False Teacher seeks to 
exploit:

1. Doctrinal ignorance
2. Human baggage

2 Peter
You not only, generally, start out with ¹the minimum 
of doctrinal understanding which makes you 
susceptible to the manipulation of False Teachers, 
but you also bring with you ²erring concepts about 
matters pertaining to God and spirituality that are 
going to have to be identified and corrected.
So imagine being newly saved and hearing 
someone teach something about God that matches 
up with some of your human baggage erring 
thoughts about God but because you are now alive 
spiritually and this Teacher is saying these things 
and claims to be a Teacher of the Word, it is very 
possible you would, in your spiritual infancy, 
conclude that this is the Teacher for you.

2 Peter
C. Promise freedom but are slaves, themselves, of depravity 

(v 19)
A person who claims to be a Teacher of God’s Word will 
demonstrate the genuine nature of his faith by a consistent 
application of God’s Word in their personal life. Now, it is not 
your business to follow around a Teacher and take critical 
notes; that is not the point. What is the point is that when a 
Teacher is a slave to depravity but promises something p y p g
contrary to this, you must know that this person is taking on 
the role of a False Teacher.
Now, if you believe you cannot define or identify “depravity” or 
“corruption” you are in a very sad spot indeed. It, like greed, 
is an elementary concept and to not be able to define and 
identify either is to say that your mind desperately needs 
“girded”. There are plenty of examples of False Teachers who 
were and are captivated by depravity while they promise 
freedom for their disciples. 

2 Peter
So at this juncture we want to look at orthodoxy and 
related categories so that we may understand what it 
is, what is orthodox, what is not and what, within 
orthodoxy, can be viewed as concerns.
*A note about the word, orthodox. The Eastern 
Orthodox Church is sometimes called “The Orthodox 
Church”. It is a term that is used as a proper noun. C u c t s a te t at s used as a p ope ou
We are only using its general definition, not its 
association with The Eastern Orthodox Church.
Christian Orthodoxy – expressed in two creeds 
along with the belief and acceptance of the divine 
inspiration of the Scriptures:
Apostles’ Creed 
Nicene Creed

2 Peter
Ultimately the most basic definition of  an 
orthodoxy Christian is:

Trinity
Virgin Birthg
Atonement for Sins by Christ
The Bodily Resurrection
Inspiration of the Scriptures
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2 Peter
Protestant Orthodoxy
The Creeds 
The Universal Priesthood
No Apostolic Succession
Scriptures Inspired (Inerrancy and Infallibility 

d fi iti i di t d)definitions remain disputed)
The 5 Solas (sola – meaning alone or by itself)

Sola Scriptura - Scripture Alone
Solus Christus - Christ Alone
Sola Gratia - Grace Alone
Sola Fide - Faith Alone
Soli Deo Gloria - The Glory of God Alone

2 Peter
Evangelical Orthodoxy
The Creeds
The Universal Priesthood
No Apostolic Succession (though some believe the 

office and accompanying gifts of Apostleship 
continues, it does so independently of a line of 
authoritative succession as is practiced by Rome)

The Scriptures Inspired (Inerrancy and Infallibility 
definitions remain disputed)

The 5 Solas
Sola Scriptura - Scripture Alone

Solus Christus - Christ Alone
Sola Gratia - Grace Alone
Sola Fide - Faith Alone
Soli Deo Gloria - The Glory of God Alone

2 Peter
As we move away from general beliefs or basic 
beliefs to more precise and refined theological 
expressions, we come upon various denominations 
which articulate, in detail and with great certainty, 
their positions on doctrinal topics. You will find many 
commonalities between the denominations of 
Protestants such as Lutherans and Presbyterians 
but just as well, you will find many common 
theological positions shared between Protestants 
and Evangelicals. And with this in mind we will look 
at a few historical theologians/ministries and some 
contemporary ministries and consider their strengths 
and weaknesses in light of Christian orthodoxy, 
Protestant Orthodoxy, Evangelical Orthodoxy and 
our own, Lutheran certainties.

2 Peter
Gnosticism
The Gnostics claim to have 'secret knowledge'. Gnosis means 
knowledge. The Gnostics are similar to the New Age movement 
today in the way that they have many varying beliefs but all are 
somewhat similar…Some even teach that the serpent in the 
Garden of Eden was not the devil, but an emanation of a higher 
god than the creator of the world. The serpent was there to warn 
and save Adam and Even, not to deceive them. Charles Bigg 
states that there was “ ‘a long chain of divine creatures, each 
weaker than its parent ’ and we come at last 'to one who whileweaker than its parent,  and we come at last to one, who, while 
powerful enough to create is silly enough not to see that creation 
is wrong.' This was the God of this world, the God of the Jews.” 
Some Gnostics also taught that Jesus was an emanation and 
did not have a physical body. When he walked on the beach, his 
apostles saw no footprints. This heresy goes back to the time of 
the apostles and continues throughout history 
(exchangedlife.com). 
Gnostics used Jesus’ name but corrupted his person in defining 
who he was. 

2 Peter
Monarchianism
This is also called Modalism or the Sabellian 
heresy…Modalism teaches that the Trinity is 
one God revealed in one person or mode. The 
Father is the Son, is the Holy Spirit. They are 
ll diff t t d f thall different temporary modes of the same 

God. Modalism/Monarchian doctrine usually 
did not deny the deity of Christ; instead they 
claim that the Son is the Father, not the 
eternal Son as part of historic Christianity 
(exchangedlife.com). 

2 Peter
Montanism
Montanus was a Phyrgian Christian who began a 
new 'prophetic' movement some time after 275 AD. 
He traveled with his disciples, Priscilla and Maximilla 
who he called prophetesses. Montanus claimed to 
be the mouthpiece of God. He separated himself 
from historic Christianity through is views of spiritual 
gifts He believed in prophetic utterance and thisgifts. He believed in prophetic utterance and this 
soon gave way to new revelations. This sect claimed 
to have its revelations delivered directly from the 
Holy Spirit. This group called themselves 'The New 
Prophecy', but church writers referred to them as 
'The Phyrgian Heresy'. Another practice that the 
church opposed was its use of ecstatic, 
semiconscious states in its religious practices 
(exchangedlife.com).
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2 Peter
Arianism
Arius was a priest under the bishop 
Alexander. He was excommunicated for his 
teachings that claimed that Jesus was a 
created being. Arius adamantly rejected the 
use of the term ‘homoousios’ (of the same (
substance) as the identity of Jesus in 
relationship with the Father. He denied the 
Trinity because he believed that if Jesus is 
begotten, he must be a created being and 
capable of falling from grace. He also 
reasoned that if Jesus was a created being, 
he could not be God.

2 Peter
Nestorianism
Nestorianism is the error that Jesus is two 
distinct persons. The heresy is named after 
Nestorius, who was born in Syria and died in 
451 AD, who advocated this doctrine. 
The problem with Nestorianism is that it 
threatens the atonement. If Jesus is two 
persons, then which one died on the cross? If 
it was the "human person" then the atonement 
is not of divine quality and thereby insufficient 
to cleanse us of our sins (carm.org).

2 Peter
Mormonism (the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints)
Too exhaustive to list its errors some notable errors 
relevant to False Teachers:

• Joseph Smith (founder) claims Apostolic authority
• Joseph Smith (founder) claims extra-biblical revelation 
• A race of gods {advanced humanoids from a planetA race of gods, {advanced humanoids from a planet 

orbiting the mysterious star Kolab} who were once only 
men but through adherence to Mormon teachings 
became gods, called a council and decided that 
Jesus would be the God and savior of planet 
Earth. Lucifer, spirit brother of Jesus 1, wanting to be 
God and savior of Earth, lead a rebellion and 
lost. The followers of Lucifer became demons and 
therefore denied bodies of flesh and blood for all 
eternity.

2 Peter
Jim Jones (The People’s Temple)
• Social gospel - Formed a church with the purpose of 

promoting social change (heavy emphasis on racial 
issues)

• Antagonistic toward authority, constantly clashed 
with the wishes of private and public organizations p p g
(an authority independent of others, self-appointed, 
crusader mentality)

• Centered around his views, his doctrine and his 
personality. It was not Christ and Christ’s doctrine, 
rather it was Jim Jones and Jim Jones’ doctrine that 
simply borrowed the terms “church” , “God”, “love” 
and “the poor” to dupe others. 

1 Peter
Benny Hinn

Benny Hinn’s statement of faith reflects these orthodox views (binnyhinn.org):

•The way to be saved is to “receive Christ as your Savior”
•The Bible is the Word of God
•Belief in the Trinity.
•The virgin birth.
•The bodily resurrection

However, Benny Hinn also teaches:

2 Peter
Heterodox teachings/practices by Hinn:

• The deliverance of sickness is provided for in the atonement 
(http://www.bennyhinn.org)

• Claims to be a prophet and has made repeated false 
prophecies (http://www.equip.org)

• As a context of his prophetic claims Benny Hinn claims to 
have received direct revelation from God outside of Scripture.
B Hi t di t T i it i i ith thi t t t• Benny Hinn contradicts Trinitarianism with this statement 
(Praise The Lord, Trinity Broadcasting Network, April 24, 
1998):
“The Holy Spirit is the One who kept Christ sinless. Because 
without the Holy Spirit, Christ would have sinned. And 
remember something: the devil would not have tempted Him 
had he thought that Jesus could not sin....”

• Claims the Apostolic gift to heal and raise the dead
• Questions exist about using the ministry to amass wealth 
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2 Peter
T.D. Jakes

T.D. Jakes’ statement of faith reflects the following g
orthodox views (http://www.thepottershouse.org):

• The virgin birth
• The Scriptures are the Word of God
• The deity of Christ
• Justification by faith in Christ alone
• The bodily resurrection

However, T.D. Jakes also teaches: 

2 Peter
Modalsim: There is one God, Creator of all things, infinitely perfect, and 
eternally existing in three manifestations: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
(http://thepottershouse.org/)
That one can heal themselves simply be claiming it:
“It's what you say to yourself that gets you healed. If you say that you 
won't be healed you won't be healed. If you say that you are broke you 
will stay broke. Oh! But I came to serve notice on the Devil. The Bible 
says, 'The power of life and death is in the tongue. Slap somebody and 
say, 'You better speak to yourself.'"
(T D Jakes "Seize the Moment " Woman Thou Art Loosed 2000 Atlanta)(T. D. Jakes, Seize the Moment,  Woman Thou Art Loosed, 2000 Atlanta)
That the Bible may be taken out of context as long as it is done by 
faith:
"When you sow seeds into this kind of anointing it releases the power of 
God that you can harvest. And I want you to get this scripture and read it 
and believe God with me Genesis 26:12. As we sow, I believe that we're 
going to experience a resurrection...Genesis 26:12, it says, 'Then Isaac 
sowed in that land and received in that same year a 100 fold and the Lord 
blessed him.' This year is your year to receive. You need to sow it and 
receive it in this year. This is your year of destiny."
(T. D. Jakes, "Heirs of The Promise II," After the sermon T. D. Jakes said 
this while in the studio, March 22, 2005)

2 Peter
Joyce Meyer

J M ’ t t t f f ith fl t th f ll iJoyce Meyer’s statement of faith reflects the following 
orthodox views:

• That the Scriptures are the Word of God
• The Trinity
• Justification by faith, alone, in Christ
• The bodily resurrection
However Joyce Meyer also teaches and practices:

2 Peter
That Christ suffered in hell for our sins 
(http://www.equip.org/):
“During that time He entered hell, where you and I deserved to go 
(legally) because of our sin….He paid the price there.…no plan 
was too extreme…Jesus paid on the cross and in hell….God rose 
up from His throne and said to demon powers tormenting the 
sinless Son of God, “Let Him go.” Then the resurrection power of 
Almighty God went through hell and filled Jesus….He was 
resurrected from the dead ¾ the first born-again man.” (Meyer, The 
Most Important Decision You Will Ever Make: A Complete And p p
Thorough Understanding Of What It Means To Be Born Again 
Tulsa: Harrison House, 1991)
That God, through Angels, tell her what to preach -receiving 
personal revelation-(http://www.equip.org/):
“Now spirits don’t have bodies, so we can’t see them. Okay? There 
probably is, I believe there is, and I certainly hope there is several 
angels up here this morning that are preaching with me. I believe 
that right before I speak some anointed statement to you, that one 
of them bends over and says in my ear what I’m supposed to say 
to you.” (Meyer, Witchcraft & Related Spirits (Audiotape, Part 1)

2 Peter
Also problematic are some of Meyer’s beliefs regarding spiritual 
warfare. According to her, for instance, generational spirits 
supposedly torment families for generations with specific sins, and
she even believes that a demon of lust torments her family. On
one occasion she says - (http://www.equip.org/):

“I told you that there was a spirit of incest in my family 
bloodline….And the thing that I want you to understand todaybloodline….And the thing that I want you to understand today 
is when there’s a spirit like that in a bloodline, until some 
person believes on Jesus and takes the blood of Jesus and 
draws it across that natural bloodline, that devastation goes 
on for generations and generations….Well see, my father’s 
grandfather had problems and so his father had problems 
and so my dad had problems and so I had problems and so 
if I wouldn’t have stood and believed Jesus, my kids would 
have had problems and their kids would have had problems 
and so on and so on” (Meyer, Witchcraft & Related Spirits
(Audiotape, Part 1)

2 Peter
Using the Bible as a weight loss and  management guide. Her 
book, Eat and Stay Thin: Simple, Spiritual, Satisfying Weight 
Control erringly treats dieting as a spiritual discipline when, in fact,
it is a human discipline. 

Questions exist about the significant wealth generated via the
ministry, not only for Meyer but for other family membersy, y y y

Finally, with respect to the LCMS and many other 
Protestant/Evangelical denominations, Meyer claims apostolic 
gifts to heal and speak in tongues but most important rejects the 
biblical prohibition of women being ordained.
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2 Peter
Beth Moore

Beth Moore’s Living Proof Ministry reflects the following orthodox 
views:

• Inspiration of the Scriptures
• Justification by faith in Christ, alone

As well, in her teachings Beth Moore has aligned herself with the 
remainder of basic Christian orthodoxy as well as some of 
Protestant and Evangelical orthodoxy.
Nevertheless, some issues are raised concerning Moore’s ministry:

2 Peter
Beth Moore has associated herself with 
“contemplative spirituality” also termed “centering 
prayer”. These are eastern mystical ideas that have 
influenced Christian doctrine.  This is reflected in her 
Be Still DVD. Unlike quiet meditation of God’s Word 
where the believer thinks about what he or she has 
been taught, this involves eastern styled repetition of 
words or phrases (in this case the Bible) as well as p ( )
an abandonment or emptying of one’s self in order to 
“hear God”. It is not merely Scripture and our 
processing of it that this “centering prayer” or 
“contemplative spirituality” has in mind, rather it 
implies strongly that God will provide personal 
revelation in this process
Moore states the following on her DVD regarding the 
Tent of Meeting in Exodus 33:7-11:

2 Peter
Moore- “The Lord would speak to Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks with hisfriend.” That is part of 
contemplative prayer. When we sit back and realize 
that it is not just that we have something to say to 
God, it’s that God has something He has to say to us 
. . . I want to be in that tent of meeting.”

What we have here is not only a Teacher ignoring 
the text but then wrongly attempting to apply it. And 
this is the first of a number of cases where Beth 
Moore’s exegesis is absent and her eisegesis leads 
her in her interpretation.

2 Peter
Secondly, Beth Moore has demonstrated a trend in 
using the Scriptures in a psychologically therapeutic 
manner instead of a spiritual remedy. Some 
observations about here book So Long Insecurity, 
come from a blog writer 
(http://southernbaptistgirl.wordpress.com):
“Similar to her other books, the “primary source” of 
her problem issue pit ungodly thing etc is not herher problem, issue, pit, ungodly thing, etc., is not her 
sin nature. In this case, the source is insecurity. It is 
“one issue that causes countless others.” Her 
addictions, poor decisions, unhealthy relationships, 
all have sprung from a heart and mind bound by 
insecurity. I don’t doubt that insecurity plays a major 
part in our decision-making processes; however, it is 
not the root of our problem. Our sin nature is the 
root of our problem.”

2 Peter
John Piper (not to be confused with Lutheranism’s 

consummate and preeminent Francis Pieper)

Confession all basic orthodoxy and most Protestant and
and Evangelical orthodoxy. He seeks to be exegetical
in his teaching. 
John Piper has a number of caveats that must be 
considered:

2 Peter
He is exaggerated in his Calvinistic views in 
which he over emphasizes divine sovereignty
as a matter of absolute control and not absolute 
rule.

He is widely known for his book Desiring God:He is widely known for his book, Desiring God: 
Meditations of a Christian Hedonist in which he 
asserts the following:

In a matter of weeks I came to see that it is unbiblical and 
arrogant to try to worship God for any other reason than the 
pleasure to be had in Him” (Desiring God, Introduction). 

He is a charismatic in his theology.
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2 Peter
John MacArthur

John MacArthur’s Grace to You ministry reflectsJohn MacArthur s Grace to You ministry reflects 
all of the tenets of orthodox Christianity and that
of Evangelicalism along with most of
Protestantism. He is highly exegetical in his 
Bible teaching but is not without some caveats:

2 Peter
John MacArthur is dispensational in his theology 
where the LCMS is not. This affects his 
eschatology.

MacArthur has been criticized for “Lordship 
S l ti ” hi h ti ll hi iti t tSalvation” which essentially, as his critics state, 
wrongly requires someone to accept Jesus as 
Lord and Savior. It is a false dichotomy. If the
gospel is communicated properly then one will
understand that the Savior is the Lord and when
they believe on Christ they are, indeed, receiving
the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

2 Peter
Charles Stanley

Charles Stanley, like John MacArthur, reflects 
all of the tenets of orthodox Christianity and that
of Evangelicalism along with most of
Protestantism. Charles Stanley, too, is exegetical
in his teaching. He, too, however, has caveats in 
light of Lutheran confessions if one is to consider
his ministry as ancillary to their study of God’s 
Word.

2 Peter
He is a Baptist which means certain teachings will 
not reflect Lutheran confessions such as baptism 
and communion.

He is dispensational in his theology.

Charles Stanley has sometimes been unclear to some about what he means 
when he refers to the “still small voice” of God as if it might involve special 
personal revelation by God in making daily decisions.

Some have criticized Charles Stanley for  overemphasis on 
emotional well-being. Stanley has countered this by stating
that Among a person’s most basic needs, according to Dr. 
Stanley, is the need to have a positive self-image. God wants us 
to feel good about ourselves. Of course, sin and guilt make this 
difficult, so people need to experience the forgiveness available in 
Jesus Christ. Even people with healthy self-esteem need to 
realize that they are not perfect; hence, they too need to be 
forgiven. In Christ, we can develop a strong self-image 

2 Peter
Hank Hollar and Ben Dolby

General Teachings:
th t th t G d i th T i G d F th S d H l S i it• that the true God is the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

• that the entire Bible is the Word of God and the only source of our teaching 
• that every person is sinful and needs to get right with God 
• that God loved the world and sent His Son to die for our sins and rise again to be 

our Savior 
• that God forgives and accepts all who repent and believe in Jesus Christ as their 

personal Savior and Lord 
• that in Holy Baptism, intended for old and young alike, God gives us new life and 

adopts us into His family, the Church 
• that in Holy Communion we receive the Body and Blood of the Living Christ with 

the bread and wine, for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of faith 
• that in life after death - eternal life - the believer in Christ will be raised from the 

dead to be with the risen Savior forever 

2 Peter
What RLC offers:
worship each Sunday that is meaningful and Christ-
centered 
religious training through Bible study for children, 
youth group, and adults 
an active, organized youth group for junior high and 
high school members and friends 
opportunities for Christian fellowship and service 
through various organizations 
a staffed nursery for the Sunday School Education 
hour, as well as all services 
spiritual guidance and counseling by our Pastor in 
your time of need 
an Adult Inquirer's Class for those who are 
interested in learning more about the Lutheran 
Church and what we believe and practice 
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2 Peter
None of what we have reviewed has been 
intended to tell you who or what to listen to, 
specifically, rather it has been with the 
intention of understanding why, the closer we 
stay to orthodoxy along with all of its 
properties such as doctrinal accountability andproperties such as doctrinal accountability and 
ecclesiastical accountability and so on, the 
closer we will be to that which remains most 
pure in faith and practice. 

2 Peter
Ministers are never to be seen as flawless 
because they cannot be. But we can give real 
tests to Teachers to see if both their doctrine 
and practice measure up sufficiently so that 
we can be confident they have a healthy 
ministry. We must be willing to admit to 

l h h lik i hi hourselves, whether we like it or not, which 
Teachers do not meet the minimal threshold 
and which ones do. And then, from there, we 
still must distinguish from the body of 
acceptable teachers those with greater and 
lesser weaknesses or differences in their 
teaching.

2 Peter
But notice one glaring stand out in all of this, no 
matter how much you benefit from any Teacher 
outside of Resurrection Lutheran Church. Has 
Pastor Hank or Pastor Ben ever charged you money 
to be taught the Word of God? Have they charged 
you money to minister to you the sacraments? Have 
they ever manipulated you into giving with the 
promise that God has plans for your financial wealth 
if only you give to RLC? They are the consummate 
Shepherds along with your Elders and brothers and 
sisters here at RLC. Again, while you benefit from 
many ministries learn to evaluate which ones truly 
are seeking to sustain you spiritual and which ones 
are using you like merchandise through mechanism 
that do not fit proper spiritual remedies and ministry.


