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2 Peter

Luke 16:8b - For the people of 

this world are more shrewd in 

dealing with their own kind than 

are the people of the light.

2 Peter
False Teacher (hapax legomenon) (2 Peter 2:1) 
(ψευδοδιδάσκαλος) pseudodidaskalos (pseudo) false 

(didaskalos) teacher. 

Heretic (Titus 3:10) (αἱρετικός) hairetikos (has nothing to 

do with “hairy tics” which you might find out in the woods 
on a camping or hunting trip) - one who teaches with 
opinion and is not bound by the text or the vetting of 

other good teachers. He specializes in using truth mixed 
with error. Sometimes you will encounter the word 
“heresies” which refers to doctrines which are partial 

truth and partial error and the percentage of mixture is 
normally just enough for the vulnerable, negligent or 
deliberately blind student to accept, thereby injuring their 

faith in some form or fashion.

2 Peter
Apostate from the word (ἀφίστηµι) aphistémi – apostate 
is the noun form of the verb aphistémi, which is found 

throughout Scripture. It comes from two words, (apo) 
away from (histémi) to stand in a place, ultimately 
meaning to stand in a place away from a former location 

in which you once stood. In other words, one who 
believed something (or said they did) but now believes 
or says they believe, something else.

Orthodoxy (Christian)– the body of beliefs (creeds) and 
practices accepted within Christianity.

Heterodoxy – opinions, beliefs and practices that are 
contrary to orthodoxy.

2 Peter
Eisegesis – The word eisegesis means to read one's 

own interpretation into a given text.

Exegesis - The word exegesis means to draw the 
meaning out of a given text. And to do this (that is, 

understanding the text) genuine exegesis involves 
the following elements (Wiki):

1. Lexical-syntactical analysis: This step looks at the 

words used and the way the words are used. 
Different order of the sentence, the punctuation, the 
tense of the verse are all aspects that are looked at 

in the lexical syntactical method. Here, lexicons and 
grammar aids can help in extracting meaning from 
the text.

2 Peter
2. Historical/cultural analysis (isagogics): The 

history and culture surrounding the authors is 
important to understand to aid in interpretation. For 
instance, understanding the Jewish sects of the 
Palestine and the government that ruled Palestine in 
New Testament times increases understanding of 
Scripture. And, understanding the connotations of 
positions such as the High Priest and that of the tax 
collector helps us know what others thought of the 
people holding these positions.

3. Contextual analysis: A verse out of context can 
often be taken to mean something completely 
different from the intention. This method focuses on 
the importance of looking at the context of a verse in 
its chapter, book and even biblical context.

2 Peter
4. Theological analysis: It is often said that a single verse 

usually doesn't make a theology. This is because Scripture 
often touches on issues in several books. For instance, gifts 
of the Spirit are spoken about in Romans, Ephesians and 1 
Corinthians. To take a verse from Corinthians without taking 
into account other passages that deal with the same topic can 
cause a poor interpretation.

5. Special literary analysis: There are several special literary 
aspects to look at, but the overarching theme is that each 
genre of Scripture has a different set of rules that applies to it. 
Of the genres found in Scripture, there are: narratives, 
histories, prophecies, apocalyptic writings, poetry, psalms 
and letters. In these, there are differing levels of allegory, 
figurative language, metaphors, similes and literal language. 
For instance, the apocalyptic writings and poetry have more 
figurative and allegorical language than does the narrative or 
historical writing. These must be addressed, and the genre 
recognized to gain a full understanding of the intended 
meaning.
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2 Peter
Prefacing observations: 
A false teacher is not a de facto unbeliever and this is 
something of which you should be aware. That is to say, 
one cannot and should not assume that a false teacher 
is always to be viewed as an unbeliever. It is quite 
reasonable to assume that this is probably so in many 
cases and this is the general view in Peter’s letters but 
not exclusively.

This is an important point with respect to the reason why 
we do not subject ourselves to False Teachers. It is not 
based on our evaluation of their salvation, something 
that we really cannot judge with absolute certainty; 
rather it is based on their teaching which we can judge
with absolute certainty to see if they are within the range 
of orthodoxy needed to qualify them as acceptable for 
our souls.

2 Peter
This is why exegesis is stressed so much. Exegesis 
binds the teacher to the text. It functions as a default 

gatekeeper. It is true that the process of exegesis itself 
is not an assurance that one will not misunderstand and 
always get it perfectly correct, but its process goes a 

very long way in weeding out apostasy, heresy and 
identifying False Teachers. A good Bible Teacher will 
stick to the text. Even when teaching topically, whatever 

text is approached, it will be treated with exegetical 
hands and not in self serving manner where a text 
appears to possess desired words or concepts which the 

Teacher then uses as a “springboard” into opinion or 
rationalistic exercises.

2 Peter
The Nature of God’s WordThe Nature of God’s Word

I. The nature of God’s Word and the gospel (2 

Pt 1:16-18):

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories 

when we told you about the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses 

of his majesty. 17 He received honor and glory 

from God the Father when the voice came to him 
from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, 

whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We 
ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven 

when we were with him on the sacred mountain.

2 Peter
Principle: God’s Word is not the result of human 
wisdom, human logic, or human imagination. 
While God uses humans to communicate His 
Word which involves human words and the 
human processes of choosing words including 
styles in which to communicate, the resulting writ 
is Divine communication. Therefore, we must 
understand that God’s Word stands distinct, 
above and apart from any human insight, logic or 
imagination. And as a result, as a Teacher of 
God’s Word you do not have input into God’s 
Word, you only have output. You teach what has 
been revealed.

2 Peter
II. The nature of interpreting God’s Word (2 
Peter 1:19-21):

19 We also have the prophetic message as 
something completely reliable, and you will do 
well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a 
dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must 
understand that no prophecy of Scripture came 
about by the prophet’s own interpretation of 
things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the 
human will, but prophets, though human, spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.

2 Peter
Principle 1: God uses human beings to communicate 
his Word which includes human personalities and 
vocabulary. Nevertheless, all Scripture is Divine 
communication. However, this phenomenon does not 
remove Scripture from its context or the normal ways in 
which we understand verbal communication. Therefore, 
all interpretation of such Scripture must be determined in 
its context which involves the normal process of 
examining the grammar, history/culture, surrounding 
contexts, theological precedence, and unique or special 
literary properties. In other words, “Words Have 
Meaning”. There is no such thing as God told me as a 
means of interpreting Scripture. There is no such thing 
as my impression is or I believe it means apart from the 
proper analysis of a text. There is no such thing as 
spiritual or magical impressions.
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2 Peter
Principle 2: There is no such thing as a Teacher 

having special knowledge of a text that has been 
given to him which is not given to others (private 

interpretation). It is true some Teachers may 

possess greater insight and maturity with the 
Word but this is not the result of special 

knowledge. It is the result of rigorous study, 

devout prayers, willingness to correct themselves 
upon discovery that earlier views were imprecise 

and an overall constitution of subordination to 

God’s Word. This is available to any student of 
God’s Word.

2 Peter
The Nature of False TeachersThe Nature of False Teachers

I. False Teachers are a fact of the Christian life 

(2 Peter 2:1a):

1 But there were also false prophets among the people, 
just as there will be false teachers among you.

Principle: Gullibility is not permitted as a 

Christian way of life, especially with regard to 

Teachers. God has made it clear that False 
Teachers are here to stay it is your responsibility 

to begin your discipleship in Christ with this 

knowledge at the forefront.

2 Peter
II. False Teachers use truth to disguise their error (2 Peter 
2:1b):

They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the 
sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on 
themselves.

The word for secret, here, is (παρεισάγω) pareisagó which 
means to place something along side of something else (in 
order to hide it). False Teachers depend on orthodoxy in 
order to introduce the kind of error which eventually seeks to 
overthrow orthodoxy. What they do, then, is subtly introduce, 
as parasites on the back of truth, errors which are both 
consciously and unconsciously accepted by believers at 
large. Once these errors take hold False Teachers use the 
logic upon which these errors are built to challenge orthodox 
doctrines with the hope of destroying them and constructing 
replacements which serve as permanent hooks in the 
mouths of their followers.

2 Peter
Principle: False Teachers will not change or go away. 

Their methods will be subtle and secretive. It is up to 

you, the believer, to develop your theological 

perspicacity it order that you may detect such 

deception. This is why a healthy teaching ministry in 

your local church is essential. It will give you both the 

(1) personal theological equipment that you may use in 

developing discernment and where you are unsure of 

a Teacher or the body of material they are presenting, 

your local body of believers gives you (2) trusted 

Teachers who may audit questionable material. In the 

end, prolonged ignorance which results in your being a 

victim of a False Teacher is not excusable. 

2 Peter
III. False Teachers are followed by many Christians 
(2 Peter 2:2):
2 Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of 
truth into disrepute.

Remember the passage in Luke at the beginning of the 
lesson? 
Luke 16:8b For the people of this world are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light.

This is precisely why “many” believers are susceptible to 
following False Teachers, because they do not develop 
their theological perspicacity and fail to mature in their 
spiritual understanding of truth. They remain gullible and  
become one of the many. The have few theological 
certainties which translates into few personal certainties, 
therefore as easily misled.

2 Peter
Remember: Simply because a person shows up 

using the name of Christ, talks about helping 
people, claims to care about helping people, is 

nice to you, or has fantastic ideas that seem 

appealing, this is no demonstration that they are 
faithful to the truths of God’s Word. You are to be 

“wise as a serpent but gentle as a dove”, not 

“gullible as a child”.
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2 Peter
IV. False Teachers are motivated by greed (2 

Peter 2:3):

3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with 
fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been 
hanging over them, and their destruction has not been 

sleeping.

In his first letter Peter warned us that Teachers 
are not to use the “ministry” for personal financial 

enrichment. Here he refers again to this issue of 

greed and makes it clear that one of the signs of 
a False Teacher is someone whose life and 

ministry is characterized by greed.

2 Peter
Of course, about this time it is inevitable that 
some theological sophomore will chime in and 
start a debate about the meaning of “greed” as if 
the average person is too ignorant to be able to 
understand the definition of such an elementary 
word or identify it when it is present in a given 
context. And this is how False Teachers and their 
followers protect both each other. Such followers 
(and the Teachers) do not “gird their minds” with 
the truth but instead they make the meaning of 
every single thing fuzzy so that they can ignore 
that is wrong and avoid dealing with the obvious 
facts, instead preferring to protect their egos lest 
they have to admit they are wrong.

2 Peter
Principle1: When you are receiving teaching 

from a Teacher, their ministry, itself, must be 
examined. You must determine whether or not 

they are demonstrating a greedy lifestyle in which 

they use the ministry to support or enhance 
personal greed or whether or not they are 

genuinely seeking to display forms of temperance 

and modesty (regardless of the size of their 
ministry). And if you do not believe you are in a 

position to define and recognize “greed” then you 

are in a very vulnerable position at this moment 
and need to “gird your mind”.

2 Peter
Principle 2: When a believer finds learning the 
Word of God to be undesirable and prefers to 
replace sound teaching with stories, experiences 
or some form of entertainment, they are a ripe 
candidate for enlistment into the circle of 
followers upon which a False Teacher builds his 
(or her) ministry. And this is precisely why False 
Teachers are able to succeed. They build their 
ministry upon the backs of disenchanted 
believers (or non-believers who manage to mimic 
believers and become members of a church) who 
prefer entertainment, experiences and novel 
words to the Word of God. As it said in the verse, 
“they exploit you with fabricated stories”.

2 Peter
V. God’s view of False Teachers (2 Peter 2:4-10):

4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them 
to hell, putting them in chains of darkness to be held for judgment; 
5 if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood 
on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of 
righteousness, and seven others; 6 if he condemned the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them 
an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he 
rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the 
depraved conduct of the lawless 8 (for that righteous man, living 
among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by 
the lawless deeds he saw and heard)— 9 if this is so, then the 
Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the 
unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment. 10 This is 
especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the flesh 
and despise authority.

2 Peter
God makes it clear that False Teachers will be 

judged. Here, Peter takes the view that we are 
not to think favorably of their salvation (the False 

Teachers) but that as a collective, they represent 

unregenerate men (and women). Notice also, 
they despise authority. This attitude toward 

authority ought to be kept in mind when 

evaluating people who claim to be Teachers of 
God’s Word. 



11/4/2011

5

2 Peter
VI. False Teachers slander Satan and his 

demons (2 Peter 2:10b-12):

Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap 

abuse on celestial beings; 11 yet even angels, 
although they are stronger and more powerful, do 

not heap abuse on such beings when bringing 

judgment on them from the Lord. 12 But these 
people blaspheme in matters they do not 

understand. They are like unreasoning animals, 

creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and 
destroyed, and like animals they too will perish.

2 Peter
This means that while Satan and his demons may be 
guilty of certain things, false teachers are preoccupied 
with them and claim their guilt for maladies that are 
human in origin. Ministries which are focused on “casting 
out demons” are quite specifically a red flag. They 
qualify as having a trait or characteristic of the ministries 
of false teachers. In fact, it is safe to say that to get to 
this point, where indiscriminate casting out of demons is 
part of a ministry, such a ministry should no longer be 
considered a viable source from which you can learn 
because they are condemned by God as “arrogant” and 
no arrogant teacher of this order is going to lead you into 
spiritual health. Their arrogance will lead them into err 
with other portions of Scripture which will, in turn, injure 
you.

2 Peter
VII. False Teachers are carnally instinctive, not 
spiritually perspicacious (2 Pt 2:12):

12 But these people blaspheme in matters they do not 
understand. They are like unreasoning animals, creatures of 
instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like 
animals they too will perish.

The strength of a False Teacher is their carnal instinct. 
That is, their flesh not only leads them about but it does 
so with abandon. Peter compares them to animals. 
Animals do not rationalize, they respond with the instinct 
of their flesh. There is no spiritual life in them

A False Teacher is about fleshly needs and fleshly 
concerns as a primary construct. That is to say, their 
ministry will be built around pleasing or relieving the 
flesh. Some examples of this are:

2 Peter
•Turning the Bible into a psychological therapy 
book whereby self-esteem needs are met. While 
one of the by-products of spiritual growth is a 
certain inevitable building up of one’s self-
esteem, this is just that, a by-product and not the 
purpose of the Scriptures.

•Turning the Bible into a dieting manual. Dieting 
is not a spiritual discipline, it is a human 
discipline. Non-believers successfully diet all the 
time and become health experts but they cannot 
become spirituality experts, that is only possible 
for the believer in the Word which is precisely 
why we have been given the Word of God.

2 Peter
�Turning the Bible into a financial investment 
adviser. While the Bible gives us principles of 
managing our possessions and does so directly 
at times, it does not do so primarily. In other 
words, the Bible is a spiritual book, not a financial 
one. If you are a spiritual person you will seek to 
abide by all of the Bible’s principles but that will 
not be all you ever learn on the matter of 
managing possessions, especially finances.  And 
be very careful about financial advisers who use 
the name of Christ. Make sure they distinguish 
between biblical principles and their own 
professional insights and do not imply their 
professional insight is equal to biblical insight.

2 Peter
�Turning the Bible into magic beans so you may get rich. 
God has not promised us earthly wealth if we serve him. 
It may come, it may not. Giving to support a ministry is 
not planting a “seed of faith” in order that God will give 
back to you. That is a game invented by greedy 
“Ministers” in order for you to feed their lust for money 
and enlarge their ministry to satisfy their egotistical 
needs. While you are permitted to pursue many 
professions which may lead to financial abundance you 
are not permitted to chase wealth. False Teachers will 
prey upon the carnality of believers. They will tell you 
about clothes, cars, gold, diamonds, and all kinds of 
carnal wishes in order to cultivate in you the view that 
without these you are not blessed of God and that the 
way to get them is to give to God (in other words, 
enhance their ministry).



11/4/2011

6

2 Peter
Principle: When a person claims to be a Teacher of the 
Word of God and promotes that which appeals to your 
flesh, promising improvement of self-esteem, 
improvement of diet, improvement of financial wealth or 
a cure for health disorders, you should be aware that 
you are now stepping into a ministry with a wrong 
emphasis. A true Shepherd will offer you spiritual cures, 
spiritual food, spiritual wealth and spiritual esteem 
through the Word of God which protects, feeds and 
builds in you a health and wealth to which carnal 
prosperity cannot measure. While some by-products of 
spiritual growth may manifest themselves in wiser uses 
of possessions, wealth, or adjustments in our habits and 
thought life which result in more steady ground for us 
personally, these are by-products and not the main 
product in mind by God. So when these by-products 
become the emphasis, understand you are participating 
in a ministry that has red flags all over it.

2 Peter
VIII. False Teachers have a dulled conscience (like 
scar tissue that dulls the senses) (2 Pt 2:13-16):

13 They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have 
done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. 
They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures 
while they feast with you.[e] 14 With eyes full of adultery, 
they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are 
experts in greed—an accursed brood! 15 They have left the 

straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam 
son of Bezer,[f] who loved the wages of wickedness. 16 But 
he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal 
without speech—who spoke with a human voice and 
restrained the prophet’s madness.

2 Peter
Notice here how they are described, those who do it “in 
broad daylight”. That is, they have become so 
accustomed to their ways that as their conscience 
initially bothered them and rebuked them, they ignored 
it, forming a type of scar tissue on their soul, just as you 
develop scar tissue where you have been cut. But 
imagine being cut over and over in the same place and 
skin growing over it, again and again. You would get to 
the point where the new cut would not bother you 
because the nerves no longer reach where the scar 
tissue has built up.

This is why False Teachers can do outrageous things at 
times and instead of being bothered by their 
consciences, even when approached by others, they 
argue their case providing minimization, justification or 
outright denial of their behavior. It does not bother them.

2 Peter
IX. False Teacher have a favorite target, the unstable 
(2 Pt. 2:14a)

14 With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they 
seduce the unstable;

One of the main reasons for spiritual causalities in the 
Christian life is due to the instability of the believer. 
Spiritual instability comes for many reasons. One of the 
most common is that a person is a new believer. And 
this is understandable. But after some years this excuse 
no longer washes. 

It is not uncommon to run into long time believers who 
cannot even handle the most basic doctrines of God’s 
Word. It is clear that they are in a spiritual fog, still in 
spiritual diapers and because of this they are susceptible 
to the wiles of a False Teacher.

2 Peter
And the False Teacher knows who you are. He 

knows the following about you:

•When the False Teachers says “God told me” 

you are impressed because God doesn’t talk to 
you like that. The False Teacher knows you do 

not know any better.

•When the False Teacher talks about being 

“spiritually powerful” and able to “name it and 

claim it” or able to “in the name of Jesus” speak 
things into being you are, again, impressed 

because these are bold claims and you want 

some of that.

2 Peter
•When the False Teacher says that the “King only wants 
the best for you” and then tells you this involves solving 
your financial troubles or that it will result in all kinds of 
wonderful events in your life, he knows you want to hear 
this because you really don’t have a clue as to what the 
true Christian way of life is about.
•When the False Teacher starts telling you how God is 
sentimental and nostalgic, you will listen and respond 
positively because it makes you feel good, somehow. Of 
course the False Teacher really doesn’t know what God 
is like and does not really care. All the False Teacher 
cares about is telling you, the unstable believer, what 
you want to hear.
They are not going to change and they will always exist. 
They are “experts at greed” and they “seduce the 
unstable”. Here is what you need to take away from this: 
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2 Peter
Principle: (Repeated in another form from earlier) False 
Teachers are predators. They come in many forms. 
They might come as a personal friend, they might come 
as a television personality, they might come as a family 
member or simply someone in your church. But they will 
always come. You must not be unstable because you 
are their target. And the only way to avoid being 
unstable and susceptible to their predatory efforts is to 
mature in the Word. This requires regular discipleship in 
some group with a good Teacher. This requires your 
free time spent thinking about what you have been 
taught and seeking to apply it in your life and correcting 
errors in both your beliefs and practices. This also 
requires prayer and then returning to your regular 
discipleship and getting any questions answered that 
may arise. And as you mature it will eventually involve 
independent study based on the solid foundation you 
attained in your spiritual childhood.

2 Peter
X. False Teachers are the ultimate empty promise (2 Pt. 2:17-
22)

17 These people are springs without water and mists driven by a 
storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. 18 For they mouth 
empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of 
the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those 
who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, while they 
themselves are slaves of depravity—for “people are slaves to 
whatever has mastered them.” 20 If they have escaped the 
corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ and are again entangled in it and are overcome, they are 
worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21 It would 
have been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs 
on the sacred command that was passed on to them. 22 Of them 
the proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow that 
is washed returns to her wallowing in the mud.”

2 Peter
Notice again their strategy:
A. Appeal to lustful desires (v 18).
One of the biggest forms, today, in a False Teacher in 
appealing to lustful desires is through the power of 
personality. Humans love attractive and appealing 
people. They are naturally prejudiced this way. But this 
is not permitted for the Christian way of life, especially in 
evaluating who is and is not an appropriate Teacher. But 
False Teachers know that the average believer is 
somewhat asleep at the wheel. So this fabulous 
personality comes along and uses their personal charm 
and various personal properties to keep your attention 
instead of focusing on the Word of God. This is called 
appealing to “lustful desires”. It is not the only way to 
appeal to lustful desires as we have discussed but it is a 
very popular way.

2 Peter
The True Teacher of the Word of God, while 

possessing a unique personality which all 
humans do and certain idiosyncrasies, will not 

emphasize these traits as hallmarks of their 

spirituality but is consistently seen as someone 
seeking to reduce their person (without denying 

the legitimate exercise of their personality and its 

features) and magnify God. And this will be 
especially evident when teaching God’s Word. 

The True Teacher will strive to make the text and 

its application clear. 

2 Peter
B. Enticing new believers (v 18)

It says they entice those who are “just escaping”, 

that is, newly saved. Why? Of course because 

they are vulnerable. Imagine you are an adult, 
even an early adult, and have just come to faith in 

Christ. You have two main deficits which a False 

Teacher seeks to exploit:

1. Doctrinal ignorance

2. Human baggage

2 Peter
You not only, generally, start out with the minimum of 
doctrinal understanding which makes you susceptible to 

the manipulation of False Teachers, but you also bring 
with you erring concepts about matters pertaining to God 
and spirituality that are going to have to be identified and 

corrected.

So imagine being newly saved and hearing someone 

teach something about God which matches up with 
some of your “human baggage erring thoughts” about 
God. But because you are now alive spiritually and this 

Teacher is saying these things and claims to be a 
Teacher of the Word, it is very possible you would, in 
your spiritual infancy, conclude that this is the Teacher 

for you.
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2 Peter
C. Promise freedom but are slaves, themselves, of 
depravity (v 19)

A person who claims to be a Teacher of God’s Word will 
demonstrate the genuine nature of his faith by a 

consistent application of God’s Word in their personal 
life. Now, it is not your business to follow around a 
Teacher and take critical notes; that is not the point. 

What is the point is that when a Teacher is a slave to 
depravity but promises something contrary to this, you 
must know that this person is taking on the role of a 

False Teacher. So this depends on your ability, from a 
reasonable distance, to be able to identify this without 
stalking the Teacher because that is not necessary for a 

person with reasonable discernment.

2 Peter
Now, if you believe you cannot define or identify 

“depravity” or “corruption” you are in a difficult 
spot indeed. It, like greed, is an elementary 

concept and to not be able to define and identify 

either is to say that your mind desperately needs 
“girded”. There are plenty of examples of False 

Teachers who were and are captivated by 

depravity/corruption while they promise freedom 
for their disciples. 

2 Peter
Next week will conclude our study in 1 and 2 Peter with 
2 Peter receiving only the attention of the topic of False 
Teachers. And next week we will look at a scale of 
orthodoxy all the way to false teacher and see who, 
historically, fits into these categories and why and who 
might fit several places at several times as well as. 
Additionally we will consider modern Teachers and their 
ministries.
Remember, God does not use Peter to teach us that 
those who Teach the Word will be perfect in all they say 
and teach. No such standard is given though all good 
Teachers will strive for such. However, we have been 
given benchmarks and clear delineations as to what 
False Teachers are and this must be treated with 
certainty and stout application in examining ministries so 
that we do not become victims of False Teachers.

2 Peter


