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1 Peter 2:11-3:1-7
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Life, for the Christian, is not the same for life as an 
unbeliever. The unbeliever is not regulated by Royal 
protocol which is specifically for believers. While the 
unbeliever does observe morality, which is from God 
intended for all humanity and is not specifically 
Christian, the code by which we must live is both 
elevated and distinctive. And in Peter’s two letters he 
lays out many aspects of the Christian way of life. This 
way of life must be accepted by us, as believers, if we 
are to ever grow in the faith. We must cite, in our lives, 
those things that are contrary to God’s Word and 
exchange them for God’s plan.
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This may bring about miniscule or drastic changes 
in our lives but it will bring changes. There may be 
the loss of things in which you placed great 
affection that you have immaturely and foolishly 
chosen to attach yourself to or simply carried in 
from your past life that are no longer compatible 
with your life, now, as you grow in the Lord. We all 
face this decision more than once as Christians. As 
Paul said in his first letter to the Corinthians (ESV), 
“When I was a child, I spoke and thought and 
reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I put 
away childish things.” Today we will look at “The 
Good Life” in 1 Peter who will show us, through 
God’s inspiration as he writes, the Christian way of 
life which is, for us, The Good Life.
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I. Law and Gospel (1 Pt. 2:11-12)
Law
A. Your identity on earth (v 11)

• strangers - (paroikous) this means a temporary dweller, 
living among and beside others but not permanently as one of 
them. 

• aliens – (parepidēmous) this refers to a stranger who is 
passing through.
The implication, here, is an irrefutable challenge to any believer 
forwarding the idea that earth is to be viewed as their true 
homeland. This is how we are to view our lives, not as the world
does, as if what happens here is the summit of our existence 
but with the view and preoccupation of eternity (the hope of 
Jesus) We are to live in light of this which, indeed, makes us 
strangers and aliens here.
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When you find yourself identifying with the values of 
the world, the priorities of the world, the trends of the 
world or the pace of this world this ought to raise a red 
flag that you are stepping away from your identity as a 
stranger and alien. While we do and can participate in 
the world, we must never do so at the cost of our 
identity which is as a stranger and alien. So “The 
Good Life” for believers, here on earth, begins as 
understanding they are temporary dwellers passing 
through. You cannot afford to allow yourself to be 
swallowed up by the world of assimilated, for you sci-fi 
fans.
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B. What to avoid (v 11) 
Abstain from the lusts of the flesh. The flesh of 
a human possesses its sinful nature fully intact. 
When you are regenerated (born again, made 
alive spiritually) in your salvation, your flesh and 
its sinful desires do not go away. This is why 
Peter informs with two strong words:

• abstain – (apechesthai) the verb tense 
Peter uses is the present tense which refers to 
continuous action. In other words, “keep on 
abstaining, always, everywhere, without 
stopping”.
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• war – (strateuontai) – recognize this word? Right, 
from it we get the word stratagem which refers to 
outmaneuvering through trickery. What Peter wants 
you to understand is that your flesh and its sinful 
desires do not just lie passively within you rather that 
they seek every way possible to exert themselves, 
always and without exception so much so they are to 
be seen as strategizing against you. 
Peter says the lusts of the flesh war against your soul, 
the immaterial part of a person. What is it you are 
choosing to allow influence and control over your 
soul? Your flesh and its wants or, as Paul refers to it, 
your “spiritual man” who is renewed in knowledge?
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Gospel
When we are born again we are made alive, 
spiritually. In fact not only are we made alive spiritually 
but we, unlike any believers before us, become 
walking Temples of God with God the Holy Spirit living 
within us. We are freed, then, from the bondage of the 
sin and law to live lives that are pleasing to God. It is 
not just a matter of not doing something but of 
allowing the Spirit of God to lead us into “The Good 
Life”.
A. Ideal living (v 12) – Peter tells us, then, to live 
good lives. The word translated “good” in the NIV is 
(kalēn) which is sometimes translated “ideal” or 
“excellent”. We do not seek the lowest common 
denominator, rather the highest.
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If you ever pay attention to history you will observe that 
wherever the Gospel has gone and the people have 
successfully become both believers and disciples, that 
community elevates its culture. They move from low culture to 
high culture. They move from low expression to refined 
expression.
This, in fact, is where manners come from among many 
formerly Christianized cultures. The idea of living based on 
higher orders does not originate from snobbery (though snobs 
can and are attracted to this and have hijacked it in some 
places), instead it comes from the Bible and the sincere efforts
of believers to carry “idea” or “excellent” living out to its fullest.
If anyone you run across ever exclaims that the Bible does not 
teach good manners, point them here, to 1 Peter and this 
passage about “ideal” or “excellent” living.

1 Peter 2:11-3:1-7
The Good Life

B. The Effects of Ideal Living (v12) – Here Peter reveals to us 
how our lives become instruments of God’s grace. While many 
unbelievers, in their desire to throw off God and the conviction
in their souls that they are lost and without a Savior, will decide 
to accuse you of evil in living your “ideal” life, the truth is that 
this “good life” is used by God to lead many to faith.
Peter tells us to live these good lives so that “they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us”. Peter is 
not referring to the second coming of our Lord but is using a 
metaphor or figure of speech about the Gospel and its “visiting”
unbelievers. That is, when unbelievers are exposed to the 
Gospel it is a visit from God. And it is not just the Gospel 
message but the unbeliever’s experiences with believers that 
God uses in convicting and enlightening them. Unbelievers 
watch you, whether you know it or not, to gauge whether or not 
your faith is genuine and impacts your behavior or whether it is
simply one you confess but to which you do not adhere. And 
this, often, plays a vital role in the work of God in their lives with 
respect to conviction and enlightenment.
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Now that we have seen that The Good Life involves a certain 
approach, we will move on and discover that after we get the 
approach right there are some dynamics that also must be lived a
certain way, God’s way, if we are to, indeed, live The Good Life.

II. Authority and Submission
Submission to Authority – people, in general, often buck when 
they hear these two words, submission and authority. And it 
is understandable, not because there is an inherent problem 
with either, but because both have been misused and abused 
so that people generally are very disoriented to both, including
many believers. 

• Authority simply is “assigned power with a specific 
purpose”.  That is, authority is not simply power to be used 
indiscriminately; it is used with boundaries and a purpose. 

1 Peter 2:11-3:1-7
The Good Life

Therefore any time authority attempts to exert itself outside of
its valid boundaries, it is no longer authority, rather it is rebellion 
unto itself and others. Hence, we are not bound by the 
Scriptures to obey it. 
Ex: A Marine Drill Instructor tells a recruit to stand at attention. 
The Marine Drill Instructor has the authority to do so and the 
recruit is bound to obey. The Marine Drill Instructor then goes to 
Farm Fresh and tells the cashier to stand at attention and the 
cashier looks at him like he is crazy. Why? He is out of his 
realm of authority. He has no such authority at Farm Fresh.
Authority has limits. It may not overstep its boundaries and then 
call those refusing to cooperate, rebels, because it has no 
authority outside of its boundaries. Therefore, whoever is not 
cooperating is simply not cooperating with someone or some 
persons who are not what they claim to be, namely someone 
with the authority to tell them what to do. On the other hand, 
when authority is exercised within its boundaries, it must then 
be obeyed.
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A. Submission to government – (v 13-17) God did 
not institute the church to rebel against government. 
When the government seeks to compel Christians to 
violate their faith before God, then a Christian is free 
to obey God and will not be viewed by God as 
rebelling against authority. However, outside of this we 
must be obedient to government.
Of course this does not mean we cannot participate in 
government. While we are only passing through we 
are also going to participate and one way we 
participate is through exercising our roles in and with 
government. We can seek to have laws passed that 
grant the greatest freedom and protection, thereby 
helping ourselves. But we must not be viewed as 
antagonists, but gracious in our governmental 
pursuits.
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B. Vocational submission – (v 18-25) God’s plan for good 
living is that you serve your masters well, even harsh and 
inconsiderate masters. This is part of suffering for blessing for 
which you will receive reward at the Bema Seat of Christ. It is 
difficult at times but if one will trust God’s plan over their own, 
they will live The Good Life. You have no idea how God is using 
you. To rebel against being obedient and respectful to your 
masters is to reject God’s plan for your life and invite misery 
and there is nothing good about that.

Again, it is not just good masters but unpleasant ones as well to 
which we must display our full respect and cooperation. They 
must know in their mind, from our attitude and obedience, that 
regardless of their treatment toward us, they can depend on us 
to carry out their expectations and objectives. Notice v 21.

1 Peter 2:11-3:1-7
The Good Life

C. Domestic submission – (1 Pt 3:1-7) – the word 
here, submit, is not a difficult word, it means just what 
it says. The Greek word is (upotassomenai), the same 
word used in the previous passages about submitting 
to government and masters. It refers to administrative 
subordination, not personal subordination. That is to 
say, the wife and the husband are no less a person 
than one another. However, the domestic order from 
God has placed the husband as the Commanding 
Officer and the wife as the Executive Officer. Both are 
officers of the household but one, the husband, 
ultimately answers to God for the decisions of the 
Commanding Officer while the wife will answer for the 
decisions of the Executive Officer.
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So understand, husbands and wives have very severe 
responsibilities. This is not a paradigm where you 
have a Drill Instructor and a recruit. You have two 
officers who must aid one another in carrying out 
God’s plan for their marriage and their children, if they 
have any. God’s construct makes the two offices 
critically dependent upon one another for success. 
Some principles to observe:

• (v 1-2) Unsaved men are influenced by a 
submissive wife. This does not mean a wife must 
submit to anything that requires her to violate her faith 
but in all other matters she must display a joyous 
cooperation with her husband’s leadership in order 
that God may use this to influence his darkened heart 
and enlighten him to the Gospel.
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• (v 3-6) Feminine beauty begins inwardly and 
never outwardly. A woman who displays an 
inordinate preoccupation with her outward 
appearance does so because she has 
neglected her inner person. It is a mechanism 
with which to compensate for this deficiency. 
But a woman who has attended to her inner 
person and sought to beautify herself through 
personal integrity, poise, self-control and so on, 
will display an outward beauty that cannot 
achieved through outward modifications.
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This certainly does not forbid the enhancement of a 
woman’s physical beauty nor does it look down upon 
exceptional physical beauty. Not at all. But what it 
does teach us is that our priorities must be inward first 
and only each woman, herself, can determine if she is 
practicing this principle of The Good Life.
In fact, her attitude toward her spouse reveals this 
beauty. While different personalities will function in 
different ways, some kidding each other more, some 
less demonstrative and others being very 
demonstrative, ultimately it is the respect displayed 
toward her spouse in all of these ranges that will tell a 
woman about her inner self and its beauty.
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• (v 7) Here Peter uses a word translated “dwell” or 
“live”. That word is (sunoikeo) which means, more 
fully, “make a home together”. The idea here is that 
the union between the husband and wife is 
inextricably woven so that they come to depend on 
one another so much so that they cannot imagine 
existing without each other. 
Men, your home and your wife, apart from Christ, are 
your greatest gift in life. It is up to you to determine the 
success of these. Notice, you are commanded to do 
this. Why? Because the selfish nature of a male is to 
be unfettered and preoccupied with his aims and 
goals. Your hobbies, your favorite pastimes, even your 
best friend can get in the way of “sunoikeoing” with 
your wife. Home is always a dual effort. You must view 
it that way, respect it that way and live that way.
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• (v 7)  Here in the same verse Peter begins by 
saying, “In the same manner…” and it is followed not 
only the command to “sunoikeo” (make a home 
together) but, as Young’s literal translation provides, 
“dwelling with [them], according to knowledge, as to a 
weaker vessel -- to the wife -- imparting honour”.
First, when Peter says “In the same manner” what 
“same manner” is he talking about? He is talking about 
the passage that preceded this one, the one about 
wives submitting to their husbands. In other words, 
men, just as women are told to recognize your role, 
you are commanded to understand (knowledge) and 
honor their role. 

1 Peter 2:11-3:1-7
The Good Life

One of the worst things a Commanding Officer can do 
is to fail to honor the offices and roles of others. A CO 
is a disaster in the making when the choice is made to 
lead in this manner. But when a CO appreciates, 
respects and honors the offices and roles of others 
and their gifts and uses them to their fullest, then 
success will be achieved.
This is your mate for life, your partner, your XO, your 
friend-your best friend, God’s gift and so on. You want 
your grass green? Make it so. Cultivate, every day of 
your life to the best of your ability, your love and honor 
for her.

1 Peter 2:11-3:1-7
The Good Life

• (v 7) When there is harmony in a marriage 
and each officer of the home is carrying out 
their obligations and responsibilities in love and 
with respect, your prayers together are not 
hindered. When husbands and wives live 
antagonistically toward one another, their 
prayers are hindered because they have 
separate agendas and objectives. But those 
who live cooperatively under God’s plan can 
pray together, fervently and are living “The 
Good Life”.


