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1 Corinthians1 Corinthians
Chapter 8

Food Offered to Idols

1 Corinthians 8: 1-3
Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that
“all of us possess knowledge.” This “knowledge”
puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If anyone imagines
that he knows something, he does not yet know as
he ought to know. 3 But if anyone loves God, he is
known by God.
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1 Corinthians 8: 1-3
 There was an issue with

Christians eating food that had
been offered to idols (pagan

Now concerning food offered to idols:
we know that “all of us possess
knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, (p g

worship)

 Knowledge can puff up or build
up if used with love

 Are we motivated by pride or
love?

but love builds up. 2 If anyone imagines
that he knows something, he does not
yet know as he ought to know. 3 But if
anyone loves God, he is known by God.

1 Corinthians 8: 1-3
 Recognized and received by

God!
Now concerning food offered to idols:
we know that “all of us possess
knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up,
but love builds up. 2 If anyone imagines
that he knows something, he does not
yet know as he ought to know. 3 But if
anyone loves God, he is known by God.
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1 Corinthians 8: 4-6
4 Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols,
we know that “an idol has no real existence,” and
that “there is no God but one.” 5 For although there
may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as
indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— 6

yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom
are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord,
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things andg g
through whom we exist.

1 Corinthians 8: 4-6
 Technically, food offered to an

idol is just the same as any other
food. Since the idol is “nothing”

4 Therefore, as to the eating of food
offered to idols, we know that “an idol
has no real existence,” and that “there is g

there is no real consequence of
it being used in pagan worship.

no God but one.” 5 For although there
may be so-called gods in heaven or on
earth—as indeed there are many
“gods” and many “lords”— 6 yet for us
there is one God, the Father, from
whom are all things and for whom we
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom are all things and through whom
we exist.
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1 Corinthians 8: 4-6
 Common expression of the

father and son

Jesus Christ was active in the

4 Therefore, as to the eating of food
offered to idols, we know that “an idol
has no real existence,” and that “there

 Jesus Christ was active in the
creation of the world

 Jesus Christ is active in the
regeneration of the believer

is no God but one.” 5 For although there
may be so-called gods in heaven or on
earth—as indeed there are many
“gods” and many “lords”— 6 yet for us
there is one God, the Father, from whom
are all things and for whom we exist,
and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom are all things and through whom
we exist.

1 Corinthians 8: 7-13
7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through
former association with idols, eat food as really offered to an
idol and their conscience being weak is defiled 8 Food willidol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will
not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not
eat, and no better off if we do. 9 But take care that this right
of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to
the weak. 10 For if anyone sees you who have knowledge
eating in an idol's temple, will he not be encouraged, if his
conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11 And so by

k l d thi k i d t d th b th fyour knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for
whom Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning against your brothers and
wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against
Christ. 13 Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will
never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.
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1 Corinthians 8: 7-13
 Food is not sinful

 However, idolatry is sinful

7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But
some, through former association with idols,
eat food as really offered to an idol, and their
conscience being weak is defiled 8 Food

 If you partake of food in pagan
worship, then the food does
defile the believer

conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food
will not commend us to God. We are no
worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if
we do. 9 But take care that this right of yours
does not somehow become a stumbling
block to the weak. 10 For if anyone sees you
who have knowledge eating in an idol's
temple, will he not be encouraged, if his
conscience is weak, to eat food offered to
idols? 11 And so by your knowledge this weak
person is destroyed, the brother for whomperson is destroyed, the brother for whom
Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning against your
brothers and wounding their conscience
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13

Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I
will never eat meat, lest I make my brother
stumble.

1 Corinthians 8: 7-13
 The focus here is not whether

food offered to idols is sinful or
not, it is a matter of how it can

7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But
some, through former association with idols,
eat food as really offered to an idol, and their
conscience being weak is defiled 8 Food will affect another believerconscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will
not commend us to God. We are no worse
off if we do not eat, and no better off if we
do. 9 But take care that this right of yours does
not somehow become a stumbling block to
the weak. 10 For if anyone sees you who have
knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he
not be encouraged, if his conscience is
weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11 And so
by your knowledge this weak person is
destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.
12 Thus, sinning against your brothers and
wounding their conscience when it is weak,
you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food
makes my brother stumble, I will never eat
meat, lest I make my brother stumble.
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1 Corinthians 8: 7-13
 You know the food is ok

 But………

7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But
some, through former association with idols,
eat food as really offered to an idol, and their
conscience being weak is defiled 8 Food will

 Your brother believes that you
are not just partaking of food,
but participating in the
idolatrous worship

conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will
not commend us to God. We are no worse
off if we do not eat, and no better off if we
do. 9 But take care that this right of yours does
not somehow become a stumbling block to
the weak. 10 For if anyone sees you who have
knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he
not be encouraged, if his conscience is
weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11 And so
by your knowledge this weak person is
destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.
12 Thus, sinning against your brothers and
wounding their conscience when it is weak,
you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food
makes my brother stumble, I will never eat
meat, lest I make my brother stumble.

1 Corinthians 8: 7-13
 Consequence

 Your brother is lead to sin

7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But
some, through former association with idols,
eat food as really offered to an idol, and their
conscience being weak is defiled 8 Food will

 You have sinned against Christ
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will
not commend us to God. We are no worse
off if we do not eat, and no better off if we
do. 9 But take care that this right of yours does
not somehow become a stumbling block to
the weak. 10 For if anyone sees you who have
knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he
not be encouraged, if his conscience is
weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11 And so
by your knowledge this weak person is
destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.
12 Thus, sinning against your brothers and
wounding their conscience when it is weak,
you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food
makes my brother stumble, I will never eat
meat, lest I make my brother stumble.
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1 Corinthians 8: 7-13
 In summary, we have liberty,

but we must be sensitive to the
affect on our brothers and

7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But
some, through former association with idols,
eat food as really offered to an idol, and their
conscience being weak is defiled 8 Food will sisters in Christ

 Examples?

 Alcohol

 Clothing (or lack of)

 Others?

conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will
not commend us to God. We are no worse
off if we do not eat, and no better off if we
do. 9 But take care that this right of yours does
not somehow become a stumbling block to
the weak. 10 For if anyone sees you who have
knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he
not be encouraged, if his conscience is
weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11 And so
by your knowledge this weak person is
destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.
12 Thus, sinning against your brothers and
wounding their conscience when it is weak,
you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food
makes my brother stumble, I will never eat
meat, lest I make my brother stumble.

Christian Liberty
Do we have liberty?

 Murder, theft, adultery, idolatry

Ch h tt d Church attendance

 Acts 2:42, “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”

 Hebrews 10:24-25, “24 And let us consider how to stir up one another
to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more
as you see the Day drawing near.”

 Premarital sex

 Our body is not our own, see 1 Corinthians 7
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Christian Liberty
Do we have liberty?

 Tax evasion

M tth 22 21 M k 12 17 L k 20 25 “R d t C th Matthew 22:21, Mark 12:17, Luke 20:25, “Render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”

 Civil Disobedience

 Titus 3:1, “3 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities,
to be obedient, to be ready for every good work,”

 1 Peter 2:13-14,

Christian Liberty
Do we have liberty?

 Civil Disobedience (continued)

1 P t 2 13 14 “13 B bj t f th L d' k t h 1 Peter 2:13-14, “13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human
institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to
governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise
those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good
you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as
people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil,
but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.24 And let us consider
how to stir up one another to love and good works 25 nothow to stir up one another to love and good works, 5 not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near.”
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1 Corinthians1 Corinthians
Chapter 9

Paul Surrenders His Rightsg

1 Corinthians 9: 1-7
Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen
Jesus our Lord? Are not you my workmanship in the
Lord? 2 If to others I am not an apostle at least I am toLord? If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to
you, for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.
3 This is my defense to those who would examine me. 4

Do we not have the right to eat and drink? 5 Do we not
have the right to take along a believing wife, as do the
other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and
C h ? 6 O i it l B b d I h h i htCephas? 6 Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right
to refrain from working for a living? 7 Who serves as a
soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard
without eating any of its fruit? Or who tends a flock
without getting some of the milk?
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1 Corinthians 9: 1-7
 Here Paul is asking a number of

rhetorical questions

He is free to have a wife but

Am I not free? Am I not an apostle?
Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not
you my workmanship in the Lord? 2 If to

 He is free to have a wife, but
doesn’t (notice “believing”)

 He is free to take a salary, but
doesn’t

others I am not an apostle, at least I am
to you, for you are the seal of my
apostleship in the Lord.
3 This is my defense to those who would
examine me. 4 Do we not have the right
to eat and drink? 5 Do we not have the
right to take along a believing wife, as
do the other apostles and the brothers
of the Lord and Cephas? 6 Or is it onlyof the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only
Barnabas and I who have no right to
refrain from working for a living? 7 Who
serves as a soldier at his own expense?
Who plants a vineyard without eating
any of its fruit? Or who tends a flock
without getting some of the milk?

1 Corinthians 9: 8-12a
8 Do I say these things on human authority? Does not
the Law say the same? 9 For it is written in the Law of
Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads
out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned?
10 Does he not certainly speak for our sake? It was
written for our sake, because the plowman should
plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of
sharing in the crop. 11 If we have sown spiritual thingsg p p g
among you, is it too much if we reap material things
from you? 12 If others share this rightful claim on you,
do not we even more?
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1 Corinthians 9: 8-12a
 When an Ox treaded the grain,

the grain would fall to the
ground and be collected, but

8 Do I say these things on human
authority? Does not the Law say the
same? 9 For it is written in the Law of g

the chaff was eaten by the Ox

 A preacher has the right to be
paid for preaching the gospel

 Specifically, Paul has the right
to expect a salary

Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when
it treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that
God is concerned? 10 Does he not
certainly speak for our sake? It was
written for our sake, because the
plowman should plow in hope and the
thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the
crop. 11 If we have sown spiritual things
among you, is it too much if we reap

t i l thi f ? 12 If thmaterial things from you? 12 If others
share this rightful claim on you, do not
we even more?

1 Corinthians 9: 12a-14
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right,
but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle
in the way of the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not
know that those who are employed in the temple
service get their food from the temple, and those
who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial
offerings? 14 In the same way, the Lord commanded
that those who proclaim the gospel should get theirp g p g
living by the gospel.
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1 Corinthians 9: 12a-14
 Paul has the liberty to decline

the salary and support himself

He does not want anything to

Nevertheless, we have not made use of
this right, but we endure anything rather
than put an obstacle in the way of the

 He does not want anything to
hinder the faith of the elect

gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know that
those who are employed in the temple
service get their food from the temple,
and those who serve at the altar share
in the sacrificial offerings? 14 In the same
way, the Lord commanded that those
who proclaim the gospel should get
their living by the gospel.

1 Corinthians 9: 15-18
15 But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor
am I writing these things to secure any such
provision. For I would rather die than have anyone
deprive me of my ground for boasting. 16 For if I
preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for
boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if
I do not preach the gospel! 17 For if I do this of my
own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, Iy
am still entrusted with a stewardship. 18 What then is
my reward? That in my preaching I may present the
gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of
my right in the gospel.
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1 Corinthians 9: 15-18
 Paul cannot help but proclaim

the gospel

If he gets paid then he is still

15 But I have made no use of any of
these rights, nor am I writing these things
to secure any such provision. For I would

 If he gets paid, then he is still
being a good steward of the
gospel

 However, in this case nobody
can accuse Paul of preaching
for his own benefit

rather die than have anyone deprive
me of my ground for boasting. 16 For if I
preach the gospel, that gives me no
ground for boasting. For necessity is laid
upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach
the gospel! 17 For if I do this of my own
will, I have a reward, but if not of my
own will, I am still entrusted with a
stewardship. 18 What then is my reward?
Th t i hi I t thThat in my preaching I may present the
gospel free of charge, so as not to make
full use of my right in the gospel.

1 Corinthians 9: 19-23
19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a
servant to all, that I might win more of them. 20 To the

i iJews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
under the law I became as one under the law (though
not being myself under the law) that I might win those
under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as
one outside the law (not being outside the law of God
but under the law of Christ) that I might win those
outside the law 22 To the weak I became weak that Ioutside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I
might win the weak. I have become all things to all
people, that by all means I might save some. 23 I do it all
for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in
its blessings.
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1 Corinthians 9: 19-23
 Demonstrates the love for fellow

believers and the willingness to
do what it takes to win the elect

19 For though I am free from all, I have
made myself a servant to all, that I
might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I

 Circumcision was not required,
but Paul circumcised Timothy

became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.
To those under the law I became as one
under the law (though not being myself
under the law) that I might win those
under the law. 21 To those outside the
law I became as one outside the law
(not being outside the law of God but
under the law of Christ) that I might win
those outside the law. 22 To the weak I
b k th t I i ht i thbecame weak, that I might win the
weak. I have become all things to all
people, that by all means I might save
some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the
gospel, that I may share with them in its
blessings.

1 Corinthians 9: 19-23
 There are three uses of the law:

1. Condemn (through the law we
see God’s holiness and our

19 For though I am free from all, I have
made myself a servant to all, that I
might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I

see God’s holiness and our
inability to satisfy the law
ourselves)

2. Civil use (the law restrains evil
by establishing judgement and
penalties for breaking the law)

3. Rules for Believers (as believers
saved by Christ we strive to

became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.
To those under the law I became as one
under the law (though not being myself
under the law) that I might win those
under the law. 21 To those outside the
law I became as one outside the law
(not being outside the law of God but
under the law of Christ) that I might win
those outside the law. 22 To the weak I
b k th t I i ht i th saved by Christ, we strive to

live according to his will. We
are not working for salvation,
but we are working in response
to the salvation we have
already received)

became weak, that I might win the
weak. I have become all things to all
people, that by all means I might save
some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the
gospel, that I may share with them in its
blessings.
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1 Corinthians 9: 19-23
 This speaks directly to

adiaphora

We must consider how this

19 For though I am free from all, I have
made myself a servant to all, that I
might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I

 We must consider how this
impacts our local church

 We must also understand the
history and biblical foundation
for our local church and
worship style

 We must not offend other
believers

became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.
To those under the law I became as one
under the law (though not being myself
under the law) that I might win those
under the law. 21 To those outside the
law I became as one outside the law
(not being outside the law of God but
under the law of Christ) that I might win
those outside the law. 22 To the weak I
b k th t I i ht i th believersbecame weak, that I might win the
weak. I have become all things to all
people, that by all means I might save
some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the
gospel, that I may share with them in its
blessings.

1 Corinthians 9: 19-23
 The blessing of salvation

 Can you imagine eternity with a
fellow believer who you

19 For though I am free from all, I have
made myself a servant to all, that I
might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I

fellow believer who you
witnessed to?

became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.
To those under the law I became as one
under the law (though not being myself
under the law) that I might win those
under the law. 21 To those outside the
law I became as one outside the law
(not being outside the law of God but
under the law of Christ) that I might win
those outside the law. 22 To the weak I
b k th t I i ht i thbecame weak, that I might win the
weak. I have become all things to all
people, that by all means I might save
some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the
gospel, that I may share with them in its
blessings.
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1 Corinthians 9: 24-27
24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run,
but only one receives the prize? So run that you may
obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises self-control in all
things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but
we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly; I do
not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my
body and keep it under control, lest after preaching
to others I myself should be disqualified.y q

1 Corinthians 9: 24-27
 Running a race is a metaphor

for living the Christian life

Christians must discipline

24 Do you not know that in a race all the
runners run, but only one receives the
prize? So run that you may obtain it. 25

 Christians must discipline
themselves just as an athlete
disciplines themselves in
preparation for the big event

 “Disqualified”

 We must take seriously our
obedience to Christ

Every athlete exercises self-control in all
things. They do it to receive a perishable
wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I
do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one
beating the air. 27 But I discipline my
body and keep it under control, lest
after preaching to others I myself should
be disqualified.
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Next WeekNext Week

1 Corinthians 10


