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1 Corinthians 6: 1-4
When one of you has a grievance against another,
does he dare go to law before the unrighteous
instead of the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the
saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be
judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial
cases? 3 Do you not know that we are to judge
angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining
to this life! 4 So if you have such cases, why do youy y y
lay them before those who have no standing in the
church?
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1 Corinthians 6: 1-4
 There were disagreements

between certain members of
the church.

When one of you has a grievance
against another, does he dare go to
law before the unrighteous instead

 The disputing parties went to
the secular court to resolve the
matters.

 The end result is that the matter
is judged by an unbeliever,
rather than a believer.

law before the unrighteous instead
of the saints? 2 Or do you not know
that the saints will judge the world?
And if the world is to be judged by
you, are you incompetent to try
trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that
we are to judge angels? How much
more, then, matters pertaining to
this life! 4 So if you have such cases,
why do you lay them before those
who have no standing in the
church?

1 Corinthians 6: 1-4
 Believers will participate with

Christ in ruling the restored
kingdom.

When one of you has a grievance
against another, does he dare go to
law before the unrighteous instead g

 This was first revealed in Daniel
7. Jesus told this to his disciples
and this was revealed to John
as recorded in Revelation.

 Matthew 19:28

 Revelation 20:4

law before the unrighteous instead
of the saints? 2 Or do you not know
that the saints will judge the world?
And if the world is to be judged by
you, are you incompetent to try
trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that
we are to judge angels? How much
more, then, matters pertaining to
this life! 4 So if you have such cases,
why do you lay them before those
who have no standing in the
church?
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Ruling in the New World
Matthew 19:28
28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new
world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious
throne, you who have followed me will also sit on
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Revelation 20:4
4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were
those to whom the authority to judge was
committed.

Ruling in the New World
 When Jesus returns to establish his kingdom,

believers will participate in the new kingdom and
will reign with Jesus.

 See also 2 Timothy 2:12 and Revelation 22:5



10/6/2012

4

1 Corinthians 6: 1-4
 Believers will participate with

Christ in the judgment of
angles.

When one of you has a grievance
against another, does he dare go to
law before the unrighteous instead g

 Jude 6

 Revelation 20:4

law before the unrighteous instead
of the saints? 2 Or do you not know
that the saints will judge the world?
And if the world is to be judged by
you, are you incompetent to try
trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that
we are to judge angels? How much
more, then, matters pertaining to
this life! 4 So if you have such cases,
why do you lay them before those
who have no standing in the
church?

1 Corinthians 6: 1-4
Jude 6
6 And the angels who did not stay within their own
position of authority, but left their proper dwelling,
he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness
until the judgment of the great day—

2 Peter 2:4
4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned,p g y
but cast them into hell and committed them to
chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the
judgment;
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1 Corinthians 6: 1-4
 In other words, believers will

participate with Christ in
reigning the new world when

When one of you has a grievance
against another, does he dare go to
law before the unrighteous instead g g

he consummates his kingdom.

 Therefore, it is absurd that
believers would not preside in
judging these trivial, temporal
matters.

law before the unrighteous instead
of the saints? 2 Or do you not know
that the saints will judge the world?
And if the world is to be judged by
you, are you incompetent to try
trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that
we are to judge angels? How much
more, then, matters pertaining to this
life! 4 So if you have such cases, why
do you lay them before those who
have no standing in the church?

1 Corinthians 6: 5-8
5 I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no
one among you wise enough to settle a dispute
between the brothers, 6 but brother goes to law
against brother, and that before unbelievers? 7 To
have lawsuits at all with one another is already a
defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why
not rather be defrauded? 8 But you yourselves wrong
and defraud—even your own brothers!y
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1 Corinthians 6: 5-8
 Previously, we saw that the

Corinthians held the church in
low esteem by allowing an

5 I say this to your shame. Can it be
that there is no one among you wise
enough to settle a dispute between y g

unrepentant sinner into
fellowship within the body of
believers.

 This passage further illustrates
their low regard for the church
in that they do not resolve
disputes within the church.

enough to settle a dispute between
the brothers, 6 but brother goes to
law against brother, and that before
unbelievers? 7 To have lawsuits at all
with one another is already a
defeat for you. Why not rather suffer
wrong? Why not rather be
defrauded? 8 But you yourselves
wrong and defraud—even your

 The Roman court was in the
center of the marketplace and
was a public spectacle.

 This exposed the church to
ridicule.

own brothers!

1 Corinthians 6: 5-8
 The issue is a lawsuit between

two believers.

This passage does not apply to

5 I say this to your shame. Can it be
that there is no one among you wise
enough to settle a dispute between

 This passage does not apply to
a lawsuit with an unbeliever.

 Believers are not prohibited
from seeking legal redress in
matters with unbelievers.

 It is better to suffer a wrong from
another believer then to take a
dispute outside of the church

enough to settle a dispute between
the brothers, 6 but brother goes to
law against brother, and that before
unbelievers? 7 To have lawsuits at all
with one another is already a defeat
for you. Why not rather suffer
wrong? Why not rather be
defrauded? 8 But you yourselves
wrong and defraud—even your dispute outside of the church.own brothers!
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Contemporary Example
 In accordance with biblical teaching, the LCMS

has a prescribed format for handling disputes
between Pastors and Ministers within the church.

 Hosanna-Tabor Evangelical Lutheran Church and
School v. ___________?

 ???
 ??? ???
 Equal Employment Opportunity Commission

(EEOC)

Hosanna-Tabor v. EEOC
 Background
 LCMS Brief as Amicus Curiae LCMS Brief as Amicus Curiae
 Supreme Court Decision?
 ?
 ?
 9-0
 Unanimous in favor of Hosanna-Tabor



10/6/2012

8

1 Corinthians 6: 9-11
9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived:
neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10

nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.
11 And such were some of you. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified iny y j
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of
our God.

1 Corinthians 6: 9-11
 Habitual, unrepentant sin is not

in keeping with the fruit of a true
believer.

9 Or do you not know that the
unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be

 “Such were some of you”

 Did Paul tell them to come as
they are? Or repent and
believe in Jesus for their
salvation?

 Romans 4:5

kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived: neither the sexually
immoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor men who practice
homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom
of God. 11 And such were some of
you. But you were washed, you

 “him who justifies the ungodly”

 Romans 6:1-4

 Dead to sin, alive to God

were sanctified, you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
and by the Spirit of our God.
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1 Corinthians 6: 12-14
12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are
helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be
dominated by anything. 13 “Food is meant for the
stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will
destroy both one and the other. The body is not
meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and
the Lord for the body. 14 And God raised the Lord
and will also raise us up by his power.p y p

1 Corinthians 6: 12-14
 Quoted sections may be

specific statements from the
report Paul received and/or a

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but
not all things are helpful. “All things
are lawful for me,” but I will not be p

letter from the Corinthian
church.

 Quotes are added in the ESV
translation.

 Paul responds to their
statements.

The quoted statements may be

are lawful for me, but I will not be
dominated by anything. 13 “Food is
meant for the stomach and the
stomach for food”—and God will
destroy both one and the other. The
body is not meant for sexual
immorality, but for the Lord, and the
Lord for the body. 14 And God raised
the Lord and will also raise us up by

 The quoted statements may be
true, but the Corinthians have
perverted them.

his power.
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1 Corinthians 6: 12-14
 In spite of the eventual physical

destruction of the body, sin has
an affect on the soul.

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but
not all things are helpful. “All things
are lawful for me,” but I will not be

 Further, the body has a noble
purpose which God intended.

are lawful for me, but I will not be
dominated by anything. 13 “Food is
meant for the stomach and the
stomach for food”—and God will
destroy both one and the other. The
body is not meant for sexual
immorality, but for the Lord, and the
Lord for the body. 14 And God raised
the Lord and will also raise us up by
his power.

1 Corinthians 6: 12-14
 This speaks clearly to the

historical fact that Jesus was
bodily raised.

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but
not all things are helpful. “All things
are lawful for me,” but I will not be y

 We will also be bodily raised.

 Therefore we should not
disregard our body by either
turning the grace of God into
sensuality or by missing the
connection between the body
and the soul.

are lawful for me, but I will not be
dominated by anything. 13 “Food is
meant for the stomach and the
stomach for food”—and God will
destroy both one and the other. The
body is not meant for sexual
immorality, but for the Lord, and the
Lord for the body. 14 And God raised
the Lord and will also raise us up by
his power.
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1 Corinthians 6: 15-20
15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of
Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make

f i 16them members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Or do you not
know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one
body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become
one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord becomes
one spirit with him. 18 Flee from sexual immorality. Every
other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the
sexually immoral person sins against his own body 19 Orsexually immoral person sins against his own body. 19 Or
do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not
your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify
God in your body.

1 Corinthians 6: 15-20
 All believers are joined to Christ

and are joined together in the
unity of the Church.

15 Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall I then take the
members of Christ and make them y

 Genesis 2:24

 “they shall become one flesh”

 Sexual intercourse joins a man
and woman into one flesh.

members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Or do
you not know that he who is joined to a
prostitute becomes one body with her?
For, as it is written, “The two will become
one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the
Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18 Flee
from sexual immorality. Every other sin a
person commits is outside the body, but
the sexually immoral person sins against
hi b d 19 O d t khis own body. 19 Or do you not know
that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit within you, whom you have from
God? You are not your own, 20 for you
were bought with a price. So glorify God
in your body.
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1 Corinthians 6: 15-20
 Believers are joined with Christ

in a spiritual unity.

Sexual union with a prostitute is

15 Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall I then take the
members of Christ and make them

 Sexual union with a prostitute is
not merely physical, it affects
the spiritual unity with Christ.

members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Or do
you not know that he who is joined to a
prostitute becomes one body with her?
For, as it is written, “The two will become
one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the
Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18 Flee
from sexual immorality. Every other sin a
person commits is outside the body, but
the sexually immoral person sins against
hi b d 19 O d t khis own body. 19 Or do you not know
that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit within you, whom you have from
God? You are not your own, 20 for you
were bought with a price. So glorify God
in your body.

1 Corinthians 6: 15-20
 This does not mean to live in

isolation.

1 Corinthians 5:9 10

15 Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall I then take the
members of Christ and make them

 1 Corinthians 5:9-10

 Do not accommodate the
immorality of the world.

members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Or do
you not know that he who is joined to a
prostitute becomes one body with her?
For, as it is written, “The two will become
one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the
Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18 Flee
from sexual immorality. Every other sin a
person commits is outside the body, but
the sexually immoral person sins against
hi b d 19 O d t khis own body. 19 Or do you not know
that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit within you, whom you have from
God? You are not your own, 20 for you
were bought with a price. So glorify God
in your body.
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1 Corinthians 6: 15-20
 The body of the church and the

body of the believer are
temples of the Holy Spirit.

15 Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall I then take the
members of Christ and make them p y p

 Freedom from religious
ceremonial law does not mean
that we can do anything with
our body.

 The grace given by Christ
should not be perverted into a
license to sin.

members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Or do
you not know that he who is joined to a
prostitute becomes one body with her?
For, as it is written, “The two will become
one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the
Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18 Flee
from sexual immorality. Every other sin a
person commits is outside the body, but
the sexually immoral person sins against
hi b d 19 O d t k th t

 Our spiritual union with Christ
does not mean that the
physical body is irrelevant.

 Glorify God in your body.

his own body. 19 Or do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, whom you have from God?
You are not your own, 20 for you were
bought with a price. So glorify God in
your body.

Next Week

Special Topic by
Thom Rake


