
1 Corinthians 
Chapter 2



Wisdom
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not 
lean on your own understanding. (Proverbs 3:5 
ESV) 

The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately sick; who can understand it? 
(Jeremiah 17:9 ESV) 

as it is written: "None is righteous, no, not one; 
(Romans 3:10 ESV)



1 Corinthians 2: 1-5
And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty 
speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
And I was with you in weakness and in fear and 
much trembling, and my speech and my message 
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your 
faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the 
power of God. (1 Corinthians 2:1-5 ESV)



1 Corinthians 2: 1-5
And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not 
come proclaiming to you the testimony of God 
with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided to 
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ 
and him crucified. 

Paul did not rely on eloquent preaching. 

The centerpiece of his preaching is Jesus Christ 
crucified.



1 Corinthians 2: 1-5
And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 
and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your 
faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of 
God. 

Paul's reference to fear and trembling may refer to the 
circumstances wherein he was persecuted and despised for the 
message he preached. 

What was the demonstration of the Spirit? 

Regardless of the details, the point is that our faith rests in the 
power of God.



1 Corinthians 2: 6-8
Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, 
although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass 
away. But we impart a secret and hidden 
wisdom of God, which God decreed before the 
ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age 
understood this, for if they had, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory.  (1 Corinthians 
2:6-8 ESV)



1 Corinthians 2: 6-8
Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, 
although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass 
away. But we impart a secret and hidden 
wisdom of God, which God decreed before the 
ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age 
understood this, for if they had, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory.  (1 Corinthians 
2:6-8 ESV)



Secret Wisdom
What is the secret? 

Christ was crucified. 

Jesus came to earth, lived a perfect sinless life, 
and then was crucified in order to atone for the 
sins of all believers.  The price for our sins had to 
be paid somehow.  God is not a corrupt judge.  
He can't just look the other way and ignore sin.  
That would violate his righteousness.



Secret Wisdom

Matthew 16: 13-23



Secret Wisdom
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of 
Man is?" And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, others 
say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He 
said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter 
replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." And 
Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! 
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.  (Matthew 16:13-18 ESV)



Secret Wisdom
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Then he strictly 
charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. From 
that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, "Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to 
you." But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on 
the things of God, but on the things of man." (Matthew 16:19-23 
ESV)



Secret Wisdom

So how do we discover the secret wisdom?



1 Corinthians 2: 9-13
But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor 
the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those 
who love him"— these things God has revealed to us through 
the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths 
of God. For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit 
of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends 
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, that we might understand the things freely given us by 
God. And we impart this in words not taught by human 
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to 
those who are spiritual. (1 Corinthians 2:9-13 ESV)



1 Corinthians 2: 9-13
But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor 
the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those 
who love him"— these things God has revealed to us through 
the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths 
of God. For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of 
that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the 
thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, that we might understand the things freely given 
us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human 
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to 
those who are spiritual. (1 Corinthians 2:9-13 ESV)



1 Corinthians 2: 9-13
The Holy Spirit dwells within all believers and reveals 
spiritual truth. 

This process is called illumination. 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to 
you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for 
he will take what is mine and declare it to you. (John 
16:13, 14 ESV) 



1 Corinthians 2: 9-13
This does not mean that we should sit back and wait for the Holy Spirit 
to fill us up with knowledge or rest your head on the bible and count on 
osmosis. 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And 
how are they to hear without someone preaching? (Romans 10:14 ESV) 

When the word of God is preached, dead people are brought to life by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Christians continue to grow and mature as they hear the word 
proclaimed and as they study the word, all with the continual presence 
of the Holy Spirit.  



1 Corinthians 2: 14-16

The natural person does not accept the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and 
he is not able to understand them because they 
are spiritually discerned. The spiritual person 
judges all things, but is himself to be judged by 
no one. "For who has understood the mind of 
the Lord so as to instruct him?" But we have the 
mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2:14-16 ESV)



1 Corinthians 2: 14-16
You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the 
demons believe—and shudder! (James 2:19 ESV) 

In this passage, James is distinguishing between two 
different "faiths".  Head knowledge which demons 
possess, and saving faith which is a trust that Jesus' 
sacrifice is the full propitiation for your sins. 

The natural man may study the bible and acquire 
knowledge, but only the Holy Spirit can illuminate the 
spiritual truths.



Logical Conclusion?
Let's start a church that is virtually 
indistinguishable from the world around us. 

Don't use those big churchy words. 

Deeds not creeds. 

Lay off the bloody sacrifice talk. 

Message must be relevant to our culture.



Logical Conclusion
Preach God's word and keep the focus on Jesus Christ 
and his sacrificial death. 

Have faith that God will act in a supernatural way through 
the ordinary means of preaching to bring the dead to life. 

Equip disciples by teaching the full counsel of God's 
word.  Use catechisms, confessions, creeds, hymns, and 
prayers which articulate our faith. 



Logical Conclusion

In summary, faithfully carry on the ministry of 
word and sacrament.



1 Corinthians 
Chapter 3



1 Corinthians 3: 1-4
But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual 
people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in 
Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you 
were not ready for it. And even now you are not 
yet ready, for you are still of the flesh. For while 
there is jealousy and strife among you, are you 
not of the flesh and behaving only in a human 
way? For when one says, "I follow Paul," and 
another, "I follow Apollos," are you not being 
merely human? (1 Corinthians 3:1-4 ESV)



1 Corinthians 3: 5-9
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants 
through whom you believed, as the Lord 
assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the growth. So neither he who plants 
nor he who waters is anything, but only God who 
gives the growth. He who plants and he who 
waters are one, and each will receive his wages 
according to his labor. For we are God's fellow 
workers. You are God's field, God's building. (1 
Corinthians 3:5-9 ESV)



1 Corinthians 3: 10-13
According to the grace of God given to me, like a 
skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone 
else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he 
builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation other 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if 
anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw— each one's work 
will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, 
because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test 
what sort of work each one has done. (1 Corinthians 
3:10-13 ESV)



1 Corinthians 3: 10-13
According to the grace of God given to me, like a 
skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone 
else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he 
builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation other 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if 
anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw— each one's work 
will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, 
because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test 
what sort of work each one has done. (1 Corinthians 
3:10-13 ESV)



1 Corinthians 3: 10-13

"For no one can lay a foundation other than that 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 

As a missionary Paul lays the foundation by 
preaching Christ crucified.



1 Corinthians 3: 10-13
"Now if anyone builds on the foundation with 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 
each one's work will become manifest, for the 
Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed 
by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work 
each one has done." 

The works of building up the Church will be 
judged by God.  



1 Corinthians 3: 14-17
If the work that anyone has built on the 
foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If 
anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, 
though he himself will be saved, but only as 
through fire. Do you not know that you are 
God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in 
you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will 
destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you 
are that temple. (1 Corinthians 3:14-17 ESV)
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though he himself will be saved, but only as 
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1 Corinthians 3: 14-17
"Do you not know that you are God's temple and 
that God's Spirit dwells in you? If anyone 
destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For 
God's temple is holy, and you are that temple." 

Consider how you treat your fellow believers. 

Recognizing that they are also indwelled by the 
Holy Spirit, are you comfortable with your 
behavior?



1 Corinthians 3: 18-23
Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you 
thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool 
that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world 
is folly with God. For it is written, "He catches the wise 
in their craftiness," and again, "The Lord knows the 
thoughts of the wise, that they are futile." So let no one 
boast in men. For all things are yours, whether Paul or 
Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the 
present or the future—all are yours, and you are 
Christ's, and Christ is God's. (1 Corinthians 3:18-23 
ESV)



1 Corinthians 3: 18-23
"Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among 
you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him 
become a fool that he may become wise. For the 
wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is 
written, "He catches the wise in their craftiness," 
and again, "The Lord knows the thoughts of the 
wise, that they are futile." So let no one boast in 
men." 

Real wisdom comes from God.



1 Corinthians 3: 18-23
"For all things are yours, whether Paul or 
Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death 
or the present or the future—all are yours, and 
you are Christ's, and Christ is God's." 

As a believer you are saved.  Rejoice!  Cling to 
the hope that you have in Christ. 

Now, what is there to be jealous of?



Next Week 
1 Corinthians 

Chapter 4


