
A Light for all kinds of people 
 

Our Bible verse for December is fitting for what Christ-

followers celebrate at this time of year. 

 

―It is too small a thing for You to be my servant to restore the 

tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept.  I will 

also make You a light for the Gentiles, that You may bring my 

salvation to the ends of the earth.” – Isaiah 49:6 

 

I have been blessed by the LORD with parents who encouraged 

me, challenged me & held me accountable to be in God‟s Word 

from a very young age – there is not a time I can recall in my 

childhood in which my parents were not teaching me the Bible, 

helping me memorize Scripture or asking the simple question of 

“what did you learn about God‟s love for the world today?” 

 

Even with all the years of my childhood and young adult years 

in God‟s Word, I somehow skipped over or read too quickly 

when I was reading Isaiah 49…that is until last year when my 

small group in Bible Study Fellowship was studying the book of 

Isaiah. 
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When we got to Isaiah 49, I could not help but read Isaiah 49:6 over and over and 

over the rest of the year.  In fact, I still recite this verse joyfully to be encouraged of 

God‟s great love for the world as well as reminding other believers AND unbelievers I 

talk with.  Whenever I find myself in a conversation about real hope, real life & real 

meaning for everything it continues to come back to this beautiful verse of the Gospel 

– the Salvation Plan of God in the One He has made a Light to all people…it was not 

enough to save one ethnicity, one nation or one kind of people…God‟s plan of Salva-

tion is for ALL PEOPLE!!! 

 

We find ourselves in the whirlwind of Advent and Christmas.  I pray we all remain 

steadfast in our One Hope.  I pray we all keep our eyes, hearts & lives focused on the 

Light to ALL PEOPLE, Jesus Christ. 

 

As the world desperately and chaotically pursues that one “perfect” gift to make 

someone else‟s holiday perfect or to make their own holiday perfect, may you and I 

take the ONLY gift that matters to ALL PEOPLE.  May you and I talk to others about 

Jesus, share His GREAT STORY OF LOVE and the fact that He did it for them per-

sonally! 

 

God bless you all with His Light, so that we can share the only Christmas gift there 

ever is – the only Christmas gift that lasts forever, God‟s Salvation in Jesus Christ, 

Amen! 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen cont. 
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Principal‟s Ponderings: 

 

Say “Cheese” for Christmas ! 

   Say “Cheese” For Christmas, a musical play written by Cathy Skogen-Soldner, is the title of our 

Christmas program this year.  Our Christmas program will be held on Thursday, December 15th at 

11:00a.m.  Please note the change in time.    

   Say “Cheese” For Christmas is a program that approaches the story of Christ‟s birth from a mod-

ern prospective.  Mary and Joseph love to take pictures when they go on a trip and they pack a cam-

era in their luggage.  Come and see what great pictures they take as they travel to Bethlehem and 

record the exciting events that take place on one very special night.  

                            All members of the congregation are invited! 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Thursday, December 15th  - School Christmas Program @ 11:00a.m. 

Thursday, December 22nd – School and Child Care close at noon for the Christmas 

                                          Holiday 

Friday, December 23rd – School and Child Care are closed – Christmas Holiday 

 

The week of December 26th through December 30th is Child Care only.  School is closed for the 

Christmas Holiday. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

December 6th is Sinterklaas Day in the Netherlands.  (Sinterklaas is known as Santa Claus in the 

United States.) 

December 20th is the Winter Solstice, the shortest day of the year. 

December 24th is Christmas Eve.  The song “Silent Night” was composed and first sung on this day 

in 1818. 

December 25th , Christmas Day celebrates the birth of Jesus.  The word Christmas has a compound 

meaning, Christ‟s Mass.  The season of Christmas (Christmas Tide) lasts 12 days.       

                                                                         

  Merry Christmas! 

                                           

    Ann 

 

Our Lutheran School 
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Adult Education 
  
Romans 12:2, “Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind…” Are you setting 

time aside to be taught and study the Word of God so that it may have its transforming 

effect? This is the intention of God. While God is pleased with our good works, study-

ing his Word that we may apply it in our daily lives by faith is essential for our spiri-

tual growth and it cannot be accomplished apart from this. 
  
RLC is striving to make teaching available to all of its members. This fall Andy Lewis 

has been posting, online at the RLC website, the PowerPoint notes from the 1 and 2 

Peter lessons taught in the Adult Fellowship Hall class. You are encouraged to look 

online and use the notes for a study guide if you have not been able to attend the class 

or for review for those who have. Thanks Andy for your ministry to RLC. 
  
NEW MEMBER CLASS: As the fall session closes and the winter/spring ses-
sion begins in January we have an important announcement. Pastor Ben will 
be conducting a New Member class beginning 6 January 2012, until the last 
weekend before Lent, 19 February 2012. Help share the news to those inter-
ested in joining RLC but may not be aware. Thank you. 
  
Also, we look forward to a new winter series in 1 Timothy along with Pastor Hank 

teaching the Fellowship Hall class during Lent. This has become an annual opportu-

nity for relaxed but very informative teaching time with the Pastors. God‟s grace to all 

RLC members and visitors. 
  

Board of Christian Education 

Church Boards 
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       Youth Newsletter Article December 2011 

 

Greetings to you all this blessed December as we eagerly celebrate the 2nd Return of 

Christ this month. 

 

How do we celebrate something that is exciting but hasn‟t happened yet AND accord-

ing to our Savior, Jesus Christ, will happen at a time and day that even He does not 

know? 

 

32 ―(Jesus said) But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the 

angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake.  

For you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a jour-

ney, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not 

know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or 

when the rooster crows,3 or in the morning—36 lest he come suddenly and find 

you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.‖ – Mark 13:32-37 
 

Jesus reminds us that the way we celebrate the Day of the LORD, the Day He comes 

again (what many call the Second Advent) is the way we stay awake.  Jesus is clearly 

teaching us to stay awake spiritually.  Parents, God is calling you and I to continue 

passing on the faith to our children by the life we model for them; a life of forgive-

ness, of grace and a life that hangs on to the hope found in Christ‟s 2nd Re-

turn…especially on the heartbreaking days, the frustrating years and through the dif-

ficult experiences  

 

Youth, parents, youth board members and fellow servants we share a special calling 

during this holiday season.  May we hear the Savior‟s Call to stay awake and remain 

busy with His work in our lives!  May we continue to feed the hungry at the Penin-

sula Rescue Mission, protect those entrusted to our care by passing on the Christian 

faith to our children & friends and always pointing people to Jesus 

when they ask why we continue to fight the good fight of faith. 
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May we celebrate Christmas for what it is all about, eagerly waiting for Jesus Christ 

to come again, where He will wipe every tear from our eyes and share paradise – the 

New Heavens and the New Earth with all of us, the people He has redeemed by His 

blood, by His death, by His resurrection and by His Ascension.  Remember to stay 

awake and hear these Words of Jesus every day this December and the other eleven 

months of the year. 

 

―He (Jesus Christ)  who testifies to these things says, ‗Surely I am coming soon.‘ 

Amen, Come LORD Jesus!  The grace of the LORD Jesus be with you all.‖ – Reve-

lation 22:20-21 

 

The Second Coming of Christ…now THAT is worth staying awake for!  Blessings to 

you all this month, in Christ, Pastor Ben. 

 

 

Board of  Youth Ministry cont. 
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December 2011 – February 2012 Youth Calendar 
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**Remember, when in doubt; check the church website for upcoming Youth activi-

ties! 

Board of Youth Ministry cont. 

December 9 4:15-7:00 

pm 

Peninsula Rescue Mission – providing & serving 

Friday dinner 

1. Blankinship 

2. Dunn 

  11 6-8 pm Bible Study 1. P. Ben 

2. Nicole F. 

  18 5-5:45 pm Parents‟ Meeting with Pastor Ben 1. P. Ben 

2. Youth Parents 

  18 6-8 pm Christmas Party – stay tuned for more details of 

location & other details! 

1. P. Ben 

2. Nicole F. 

  25   No Youth Group   

          

Jan 2012 1   No Youth Group   

  8 6-8 pm Bible Study  1. P. Ben 

2. Nicole F. 

  15 TBA Ice Skating with Emmanuel & Hope 1. 

2. 

  22 6-8 pm Bible Study 1. 

2. 

  29   No Youth Group   

          

Feb „12 5 6-8 pm Bible Study 1. P. Ben 

2. Nicole F. 

  12 2:30-5:30 

pm 

Peninsula Rescue Mission 1. 

2. 

  19 6-8 pm Bible Study 1. P. Ben 

2. Nicole F. 

  26   No Youth Group   
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Tuesday AM Small Group Bible Study on 
Psalms  10:00-11:30 am  in the Youth Room (120)  

  
Nov. 13 ï Psalm 37 and a Fellowship Brunch 
Nov. 22 ï No class today 
Nov. 29 ï Psalm 22 
Dec.   6 - Psalm 27 
Dec. 13 ï Psalm 19 
Dec. 20 ï Christmas Break ï No class 
Dec. 27 ï Christmas Break ï No class 
Jan.   3 -  Christmas Break ï No class 
Jan. 10 ï  Resume class ï Epiphany Devotion 
Jan. 17 ï  Resume Study on Psalms 
  
Contact Deni Lewis 867-4989 
or dajalewis@cox.net for further information. 
  

 

mailto:dajalewis@cox.net
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays: 
Molly Banks  12/1    

Alisha Cole  12/2    

Terry Kneessi  12/3    

Clayton Lloyd III 12/3    

SEIFI RETZLAFF 12/3    

Bonnie Fellenstein 12/4    

Eben Holub  12/4    

Esther Loch  12/4    

Janet Nogrady  12/5    

Janet Rake  12/6    

Sascha Benders 12/7    

John Retzlaff  12/7    

Alison Bender  12/8    

Brian Harrison  12/8    

David Larson  12/9    

Noah Carlson  12/12    

Rachel O‟Malley 12/12    

Gretchen Slack 12/12    

Alicia Waldmiller 12/12 

Amy Holmes  12/13 

Karen Hughes  12/13 

Kellen Smith  12/14 

Shirley Wunder 12/15 

Nicole Feldpausch 12/18 

Frank Jackson  12/19 

Harold Moyer  12/20 

LaRona Roe  12/20 

Don Waldmiller 12/21 

Joe Rosso  12/22 

Jeanette Dail  12/25 

Greg Geisert  12/27 

Lauren Bowser 12/28 

Betty Titus  12/28 

J.C. Cotter  12/29 

Elizabeth Palmore 12/31 

Daniel Shriner  12/31 

 

 

Anniversaries: 
  

Ray &  Lori Cavanaugh  12/1 

Rudy & Mary Pazdernik  12/10 

Ron & Cathy Reck   12/19 

Earl & Joanne Cassell   12/23 

Carroll & Laurie Glasco  12/26 

Pastor Ben & Kristin Dolby  12/27 

Thom & Janet Rake   12/27 

Greg & Marcia Geisert  12/31 
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Baptismal Birthdays: 

Lena Jackson  12/1    

Lore McDonald 12/1    

Michael Schroeder 12/1    

Larry Dunn  12/3    

Joe Loch  12/7    

Kaylin Loch  12/7    

Jacob Durren  12/9    

Inge Romjue  12/13    

Ashleigh Lewis 12/15    

Mark Kohlman 12/16    

Olivia Kohlman 12/16    

Brenda Neilson 12/19    

Jodi Andrews  12/20 

Bob Krause  12/20 

Noah Carlson  12/24 

Michelle Benders 12/25 

John Retzlaff  12/27 

Brett Scarlett  12/28 

Linda Backhus 12/29 

Alison Cole  12/30 

David Larson  12/30 

Bonnie Fellenstein 12/31 

Madison Rountree 12/31 

Birthdays and Anniversaries cont. 

 



 


