THE GOOD NEWS LETTER JULY
of 2011
Resurrection Lutheran Church & School
Newport News, VA

From the Pastor’s Pen
Dear Members of Our Resurrection Family,

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Even though we have entered the “green season” of Pentecost (with
its strong emphasis on our response to God’s love displayed
through His Son, Jesus our Savior, through a life of love and ser-
vice empowered by the Holy Spirit) each Sunday celebration still a prgURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH
“little Easter” — a celebration of the life, suffering, death, sacrifice AND SCHOOL

and glorious resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thus we still can

and should proclaim:

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

With that good news resounding throughout the church and our lives
— good news that makes all the difference in the world, for all time

and eternity, I would like to share this thought ...

The Lesson of the Two Lakes Fromthe Pastor'sPen 1

Our Lutheran School 4

I haven’t been to the Holy Land (at least not yet!), but I’'ve studied = _Church Boards 5
the same maps you have (you know, those maps we have in our Bi- Birthdays and 12

Anniversaries

bles). The Holy Land has two great bodies of water: the Sea of Gali-
lee and the Dead Sea. They aren’t that far apart, but there is one ma-
jor difference: the Dead Sea is just that —- DEAD! Almost nothing
lives in it. The water is literally stagnant. On the other hand, the Sea
of Galilee is ALIVE! The disciples fished in it; life thrives in and
around its beautiful waters.
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From the Pastor’s Pen cont.

What is the difference, you might ask? Simply this: the Dead Sea has no outlets. Nothing
flows out of it. It receives ... but it does not give. The Sea of Galilee, on the other hand,
has water flowing in, and just as much water flowing out. The water moves through it,
bringing life!

WHICH ARE YOU? Are you the kind of Christian who judges the Church by what you
“get out of 1t?” Sure, the worship might be great and the messages may bless you. Yes, you
leave Sunday mornings generally feeling better, but what do you do during the week with
what you receive from God on Sunday?

God’s church isn’t just a place to get (though certainly we have gotten from God: forgive-
ness, new life, hope, joy, celebration, peace, love, mercy, goodness, His Word, His sacra-
ments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper — etc, because the list is endless!!). God’s church
isn’t just a place to get — it is a place to prepare us to GIVE! Resurrection Lutheran
Church & School is a place to USE the gifts, talents and treasures God has invested in you.
How about you? Have you personally shared the Savior Jesus with anyone during this sea-
son of His death and resurrection? Have you reached out to someone — anyone — in need
during these hot days of summer (and don’t forget the cold days of winter!)? Just how spe-
cial is the “Good News” to you? What difference does it make in your life? What ser-
vice is the Lord calling you to do?

During the years of 2011 — 2012, we are going to emphasize the great challenge that the res-
urrected Lord gave His church: “to go and make disciples, baptizing and teaching them ...”
Through our hymns, sermons, Bible readings and liturgy, we are going to focus on being the
congregation and the people that Jesus our Savior has called us to be. Pastor Ben and I are
going to stress the three ways we should be growing as Christ-Followers — we, as disciples
of Jesus are to GROW UP (in the Word and Sacraments) — GROW IN (fellowship: to have
a concern and care for one another, and to hold each other accountable in our faith-walk
with the Lord) — and to GROW OUT (%o live lives of sharing our Jesus stories, our talents
and gifts with those in our community, so that they too know who our Savior is). Come and
be a part of this spiritual journey! Invite and bring a friend! Share the Good News
that:

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Your Fellow Christ-Follower,

Pactorn Hank
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The Top Six Signg Vour Pagtor Needs A

Vacation ...

6. His first words to the congregation on Sunday morning are: “alright, listen up,
you heathens ..."

5. Even he falls asleep during his own sermon!
4. He shows up for Sunday service wearing Bermuda shorts and a tank top.

3. Every time his pager or cell phone goes off, he screams, “Why can’t they leave
me alone!”

2. You go to his office for counseling and pour your heart out to him, and he
says, “Sounds like a personal problem to me.”

And the number one sign your pastor needs a vacation . ..

1. For the past two months he has preached the same sermon every Sunday!
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Our Lutheran School

Principal’s Ponderings:

Spread the news about our school. Share this article with a friend or family with young chil-
dren.

Resurrection Lutheran School and Child Care exists to joyfully share the love of Jesus Christ,
and nurture the faith of children and their families.

Resurrection Lutheran School and Child Care Program is a response to, and founded on, Luke
18:16, ““...Jesus called to them saying, ‘Let the children come to me and do not hinder them, for to
such belongs the kingdom of God.” (NIV) We believe children are a great blessing given to us by
God. As part of Resurrection’s mission of service to God and to our community, our school and
child care program provides a positive, Christian atmosphere where children develop spiritually,
academically, socially, intellectually, physically and emotionally.

Our goals are:

e To provide opportunities for faith development — learning about Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior through formal instruction and informal experiences.

e To provide excellent academic instruction in all subjects such as English, Read-
ing, Phonics, Math, Science, Social Studies/History, Art, Music, P.E. and Span-
ish.

e To provide guidance as the child becomes less self-centered and moves towards
social interaction — participating in small and large group activities.

o To provide opportunities and activities to support the child’s healthy self-
concept — accepting him/herself, accepting his/her limitations, and identifying
his/her God-given talents.

o To provide experiences and activities for physical development — utilizing large
and small motor activities.

e To provide opportunities for family faith development — participating in special
enrichment events, fellowship, and worship activities.

We are now accepting registrations for our Summer Camp program, which begins June 20, 2011
and our fall School programs, with day care, for children ages 2 and1/2 to Second Grade. Our
school program begins September 6, 2011.

Please call our office at (757) 596-5808 for further information regarding registration and
monthly tuition rates, or with any questions you may have. Enroll now to reserve a space for your
child.

Blessings!
Ann
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Church Boards

Board of Youth Ministry

“Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right
and he will commend you. For he is God’s servant to do you good.” — Romans 13:3b
-4da

The monthly emphasis for July is Christian Citizenship & Stewardship of our Environ-
ment. As we get into those “hot, lazy Summer days” we are called to combat spiritual
AND physical complacency. We are called to continue to take care of God’s creation
in the world around us AND to take care of The LORD’s Temple, our bodies!

What are YOU doing this Summer? As a proud father I realize even more the impor-
tance of taking care of my body physically so when Lorelei defeats me in sports as a
teenager I’1l know she did it because she’s better than me not because I’m unable to
keep up because I have abused the body God has blessed me with.

[ pray that all of us do not wait until we are new parents or until we find ourselves in
the hospital to take care of our physical bodies. May we all take seriously the holy
calling of God to take care of our physical bodies through daily exercise just as we’re
called to take care of our spiritual health through daily exercise in prayer and study of
God’s Word!

What our Youth have been up to...

Sr. High Youth Group Bible Study on Sunday Evenings

Celebration of Confirmation Sunday on June 12th

Glory at the Gardens Concerts (@ Busch Garden June 18th

Serving as Greeters for Worship at 11:00 service June, July & August
Celebrating High School Graduation with our friends

Sr. High Nag’s Head Retreat June 26™ through 28" with Circuit youth

AN S
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Board of Youth Ministry

Join our Youth and Youth families in these upcoming events!

*As ALWAYS, when in doubt...
CHECK our Church WEBSITE!!!

Sr. High Youth

1. Saturday July 9" — Jr. & Sr. High pool party & cook out. Parents come to catch
up with Pastor Ben in a brief meeting for Summer, Fall & Winter plans for
youth group & confirmation class

2. Help out at VBS August 1* through 5™

3. Sunday Evening Bible Study throughout the Summer

Jr. High Youth

1. Saturday July 9" — Jr. & Sr. High pool party & cook out. Parents come to catch
up with Pastor Ben in a brief meeting for Summer, Fall & Winter plans for
youth group & confirmation class

2. Nag’s Head Retreat July 8-10 (please sign up ASAP by contacting Pastor Ben)

Help out at VBS August 1% through 5th

4. Summer social outings including a VA Pilots Baseball game and other activi-
ties, stay tuned for details

(8]

* Other events will be added as plans come together, please keep an eye out for email
updates and invitations to upcoming social events!

** Keep an eye open for Evites in place of traditional emails for future youth events.
This will help reduce some email traffic for everyone. When these Evites are sent,
there will be instructions from Pastor Ben & the Board of Youth so you know what is
coming. These Evites help us to gather your replies in simple responses of Yes or No
(similar to RSVP’s for special events) so you don’t have to type an entire email with
your response or worry about who you have to reply to (i.e. do I have to reply to just
the sender or do I reply to all?)
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Board of Christian Education

RLC Adult Education

If you are new, have not attended for some time or have never attended Adult Sunday school
please know that all members and visitors are welcomed. There is no formal class membership for
either the Fellowship Hall class or Trevor Archinal’s class which usually meets in room #127 so
anyone may attend at any time.

The spring/summer has started wonderfully as Carlos Cruz led a 3-week series entitled We The
People with special thanks to Johnnie Byard for taking the last week in the series as Carlos was on
the road. It was an invigorating topic with fantastic discussion and challenging considerations. Cur-
rently, Harley Hammond is taking the Fellowship Hall class through the You Can Tell It curriculum
on sharing the gospel while Trevor continues his studies in room #127 (with any breaks in his class
being announced if they occur).

The summer will close out with a series beginning mid-August led by Wade Palmore on topics
found in the Pauline epistles. For those who have sought variety, depth and practicality in biblical

teaching, it is our hope that we have been able to approach meeting such needs and again remember
we invite anyone and everyone to attend the Adult Education classes.

Adult

Sducation




Welcome to Hometown Nazareth: Where Jesus Was a Kid!

In just a few short weeks, our church will be filled with the aromas, sights, and sounds of kids participating
in fun discovery activities at a special Holy Land Adventure—in Nazareth! Kids will worship God with songs

and prayer, create unique craft projects, and discover God’s powerful love in exciting and memorable ways.

To have the best adventure possible, we need lots of volunteers who can share time, energy, and love with the

kids who attend. Below are some great ways you can help make this program a success. Will you please .
check out the following list...then pray about where God might use you? Together, we can step back in time—

and bring Jesus’ hometown Nazareth to life at Resurrection Lutheran Church.

Celebration: Help kids and adults transition from “modern day” to “Bible times” as you lead everyone in songs
at Hometown Nazareth. You’ll have a blast learning—and teaching—the music and motions of these Holy
Land Adventure songs!

Fun & Games: Lead fun activities as you help kids and adults discover games that kids like Jesus might have
played in ancient Nazareth.

Shopkeepers: In the Marketplace Shops, you’ll guide Tribes in making unique, hands-on craft projects. Take

care of animals in the Barnyard. Or be a food shop proprietor and send the smells of figs, dates, and warm
flatbread wafting throughout the Marketplace! In your role as a merchant, you'll listen to kids and adults talk

about Jesus, God’s Son. y

Tribe Leaders: An easy-to-follow leader manual and Hometown Huddle Teaching Kit help you lead a Tribe of
approximately 10 people. You'll share in meaningful traditions and rituals—and build relationships! Together
you and your Tribe will experience...

* Celebration worship

* Hometown Huddle (small group time)

» Marketplace shops (crafts, food, and a special mission project)

* visits with Mary

* Fun & Games

Other Positions: Still don’t see something that interests you? We’re also looking for a...
* Registration Team,
* Decorating Team,
* Photographer,
* Publicity Coordinator

Whatever your gifts, interest, and time commitment...we have a place for you! Visit rlcnn.org for more infor-
mation and to register as a volunteer.

Feel free to contact me by e-mail, phone, or in person if you have any questions.
I look forward to hearing from you!

Amy Castagnola

snhacast@cox.net

757-890-1303
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RESURRECTON LUTHERAN CHURCH

Invites Families to

Come join us August 1% — 5" for a summer family event! Families step back in time to visit
Hometown Nazareth, exploring what it was like to live in the town where Jesus grew up!
Kids and adults participate in a memorable Bible-times marketplace, sing catchy songs, play
teamwork-building games, enjoy Bible-times snacks, and visit Jesus’ mom, Mary! Plus, eve-
ryone learns to look for evidence of God all around them through something called God
Sightings. Each day concludes at Celebration - a time of upbeat worship

that gets everyone involved.

You don’t want to miss the fun!!

Hometown Nazareth will run from 6:00 - 8:00 each evening, with dinner

starting at 5:15.
To sign up, volunteer, or for more information, visit :

Resurrection Lutheran Church @ http://ricnn.org/

or contact Amy Castagnola @ 757-890-1303



http://rlcnn.org/
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Board of Outreach and Social Ministry

The Food Bank-Part of the Feed America Program

Question; True or False:

More than 50 million Americans don’t have dependable, consistent access to enough food due
to limited money and resources.

Unfortunately, the answer is true.

Recently, I had the opportunity to visit the Food Bank collection center in Hampton. This cen-
ter is one of only 7 food collection centers in Virginia that are a part of the Federal Feed Amer-
ica program. This program assists people of all ages that need help in getting the nutritious
food that they need. There are other assistance programs in Virginia that help but they are
not part of the Federal program.

The center is a collection agency for the churches, organizations, etc. that supply food to those
who have completed the process to receive assistance. They make up their “grocery list” then
go to the Food Bank to get what they need for distribution. The Food Bank relies on food and
dollar donations from people, organizations and grocery stores to accomplish their goals. For
every dollar donated the Food Bank can make 4 meals. They give out about 120,000 meals a
year. In the past several years the need for assistance has increased 23%.

There is a real concern for “at risk” people: babies, young children, and the elderly who are
not receiving the nutritional food they need. There is also the “working poor”. They may not
have enough money to buy the nutritious food needed for growing children.

All the Food Bank’s efforts are accomplished with 30 employees and a host of volunteers. Vol-
unteers are everyday people and all are welcomed and needed. Last year 35,000 hours were
recorded by the volunteers. There are programs going all year to get food to those who are in
need and children during the school year and summer programs which require a lot of help-
ing hands.
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Board of Outreach and Social Ministry cont.

The center has the capability of storing large amounts of food. Donations run from canned
goods to frozen foods, personal items, etc. As food is donated the expiration dates are checked
to ensure the food is current, and then sorted so all like items are together. Refrigerated/
frozen foods are only accepted by retail grocery stores.

What can we donate? Just about everything we need and use, they would need. Canned goods,
especially canned vegetables, chicken, tuna, hearty vegetable soups with meats. Low sugar/
salt items. Non-edible items are needed on a regular basis. Personal hygiene items, baby prod-
ucts/ food (40% of those receiving assistance are children), baby and adult diapers are espe-
cially needed.

The Food Bank is very important to help people receive the assistance that they need. If you
know or might know someone who may qualify for assistance, they can call: United Way First
Call at 757-594-4636. They will be able to help them to get the assistance they need.

To share with you how much has been donated by RLC here are the past three month’s figures:
April 27 lbs., May 49 lbs., and June 126 lbs. We are doing a great job! Let’s continue to increase
our donations.
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Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays:

Deni Lewis
Margaret Parker
Trevor Archinal
Kevin Holmes
Andy Lewis

Janett Burton

Ed Schroeder
Ralph Massey
Drew Hayes

Jim Henry

Dale Bowser

Rita Hollar

Jason Langley
Emily Londenberg
Jake Adkins

Mark Beazley
JoAnn Cassell

Hal Beazley, Jr.
Caitlyn Blankinship
Taylor Rountree
Sandra Steuck
Bailey Tilley
Emily Gastmier
Mike Heckenberger
Amanda O’Neill
Mike Titus

Abby Mason

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

T
SRR

< THIS::
MONTH

7/1

7/1

7/4

7/8

7/11
7/13
7/13
7/15
7/16
7/16
7/18
7/18
7/19
7/19
7/20
7/21
7/24
7/25
7/25
7/26
7/29
7/29
7/30
7/30
7/30
7/30
7/31

Anniversaries:

David & Robin Shriner
Jamie & Tiffany Holloway

Brian & Rachel Holub

Don & Debra Waldmiller
Wade & Elizabeth Palmore
Dave & Denis Ambrose

Jay & Paige Bland
Tom & Ann Ezell
Cecil & Gloria King

Pastor Paul & Dawn Napier
Chip & Mary Retzlaff

Phil & Ricki Lindstrom
Ken & Bonnie Fellenstein

Randy & Betty Dent

Nathaniel & Diane Black

7/1

7/3

7/7

7/9

7/14
7/15
7/16
7/17
717
7/23
7/23
7/26
7/28
7/30
7/31

Baptismal Birthdays:

Susan Calhoun
Kim Moody

Jake Carlson

John Gerke

Zac Andrews

Cori Hayes
Elizabeth Shriner
Ann Marie Carlson
Sue Bryant

Sabina Heckenberger

Drew Hayes
Nikki Davis
David Kennedy
Dave Malcolm
Dylan Malcolm
T.K. Porter

7/1
7/4
7/5
7/5
7/6
7/10
7/10
7/13
7/15
7/15
7/21
7/23
7/23
7/23
7/23
7/30
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FOOD for THOUGHT:
“You Are Always Asking for Money”

It is that time of year again when many Christian churches and organizations plea to
their people for MONEY (or a financial pledge or promise). It is hard not to re-
sent such pleas. But President John Pearson, of former president Miami Christian
College, offers us a sobering reminder to be patient:

“The trouble is, you are always asking for money. You are probably right. But let
me tell you a personal story. [ had a little boy, my first-born. He was a delight to
our hearts — but he was always costing me something! He needed clothes, shoes,
food, and had special needs that I gladly provided, for he was my son. Then one day
he died. It was an experience I hope you will never have! He does not cost me a
dollar now. Every need is an unfailing sign of life and growth. Body, mind and soul
have their needs and they must be met. A ministry that is constantly in need of funds

is alive and growing and going somewhere. A dead ministry has no need and will
not bother you!”




PAGE 14

Qur Confurmands

Zachary Cole Andrews
Born: March 14, 1997  Parents: Jeff & Jodi Andrews
Baptized: July 6, 1997 at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church , Secane , PA
Sponsors: Earl and Sara Mass

Confirmation Text: Luke 1:47 — “And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”
Zac enters the 9" Grade at Tabb High School in the fall.

David Collin Bridge
Born: May 10, 1996 Parents: David Bridge and Jennifer Bridge
Baptized: October 9, 2002 at Resurrection Lutheran Church , Newport News , VA
Sponsors: Andy & Deni Lewis

Confirmation Text: John 3:16 — “For God so loved the world that He gave His
one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life.”

Collin enters the 9™ grade at Tabb High School in the fall.

Alexandria Elizabeth Londenberg
Born: May 9, 1997  Parents: Kelly & Christy Londenberg
Baptized: June 15, 1997 at Resurrection Lutheran Church , Newport News , VA
Sponsors: Cindy Olbrich, Dee Sirbasku, John Byard and Mark Terry

Confirmation Text: Isaiah 40:31 — “But those who hope in the LORD wiill re-
new their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”"

Alex enters the 9™ grade at Gloucester High School in the fall.

Michelle Margaret Parker
Born: November 20", 1997  Parents: Robert Palmore & Cynthia Parker
Guardians (Uncle & Aunt): Wade & Elizabeth Palmore
Baptized: September 20™, 1998 at Church of St. George in Jeffersonville , NY
Sponsors: Darlene Parker & Wade Palmore

Confirmation Text: 1 Timothy 4:12 — “Do not let anyone look down on you
because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life,
in love, in faith and in purity.”

Michelle enters the 9™ grade at Kecoughtan High School in the fall.
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Congratul ati o
Our 2011 Higt School Graduates!

Katelyn Bridge — graduating from Tabb High School on June 177,
she will attend James Madison University and major in chemistry un-
der the pre-professional pharmacy program.

Haley Calhoun — graduating from York High School on June 17", she
will attend University of Delaware and major in linguistics.

Josh Carlson — graduating from Woodside High School on June 12%,
he will serve in the United States Army.

Drew Haves — graduating from Tabb High School on June 17", he
will attend Thomas Nelson Community College .

Jona Lewis — graduating from Tabb High School on June 17, he will
attend Virginia Tech/Corps of Cadets and major in political science
with a minor in leadership.

Jenna Napier — graduating from Kecoughtan High School on June
17", she will attend James Madison University .

Kassie Schaffer — graduating from Grafton High School on June 17",
she will attend Geneva College in Pennsylvania .

({ﬁ é’/

Congratulations!

n S



Lutherans in American History

As we prepare to celebrate Independence Day, we recognize the important role that
many of our forefathers and foremothers played in the founding and history of our
country.

Did you know ...

o that Lutherans were in America seven years before the Pilgrims?

o that the first book translated into any American Indian language was Martin
Luther’s Small Catechism?

o that the first “Stars and Stripes” (the American Flag) was made by Sara Austin
and the Ladies Aid Society of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church of Philadelphia? It
was presented to John Paul Jones and received the first salute granted to the
Star Spangled Banner in Europe?

« that our Statue of Liberty was made by a French Lutheran, M. Frederic Bar-
tholdi?

 that it was a Lutheran boy who called a Lutheran sexton to ring the Liberty
Bell?

o that the Liberty Bell was hauled from Philadelphia to Allentown, PA, by a Lu-
theran, Frederick Leiser, in 1777? -- and that the bell was then hidden under
the floor of Zion Lutheran Church, Allentown until the end of the War for
American Independence?

o that the first president of the Continental Congress was a Lutheran, John Han-
son? He served until George Washington was inaugurated as the first Presi-
dent of the United States of America.

« that a Lutheran Pastor, the Rev. Frederick Muhlenberg, was the first Speaker
of the U.S. House of Representatives?

Have a most blessed celebration of the 4™ of
July!!



